Best Careers for: (enter name of youth)

You will have to complete a Vocational Training Program (Grade 12 plus 2 years of study) for the following careers:

Airline industry

Do you like to fly?
Do you like to interact with people?
Do you like to organize?
Would you like to travel the world?
Do you like to work with machines?

If so, then you might enjoy being a flight attendant, pilot, or a travel agent!

Flight Attendant

What do Flight Attendants Do?
1. Flight attendants help passengers have an enjoyable flying experience
1. Flight attendants welcome passengers and help them find their seats
1. They help passengers put their luggage in overhead bins
1. They answer any questions passengers might have during a flight
1. They take drink orders from passengers and serve beverages and meals
1. When the passengers leave, flight attendants tidy up the plane
1. In emergencies, flight attendants help passengers leave the plane safely
1. Sometimes flight attendants have to deal with cranky passengers
1. International flight attendants spend a few nights a week in hotels around the world

Pilot

What do Pilots Do?
1. Pilots fly airplanes of all sizes to transport people and goods
1. They are trained to fly and land airplanes or helicopters safely
1. They sit in the cockpit of a plane or helicopter and use the instruments to fly
1. The usually fly in teams and work with air traffic controllers
1. Between takeoff and landing, pilots use automatic pilot to help them fly (although pilots still watch the instruments)
1. During the flights, pilots constantly check in with air traffic controllers
1. Pilots can work for private companies or commercial airlines
1. Helicopter pilots can be hired by individual tourists










Travel Agent

What do Travel Agents Do?
1. Travel agents help tourists discover fun, interesting, and historical places
1. They handle the details of vacations
1. They book hotels and write travel schedules
1. They also reserve tickets for air, train, bus, car, or boat travel
1. Travel agents do research by traveling to different cities, staying at different hotels, and visiting tourist attractions
1. They are self-employed, or employed by hotels or private companies


Buyer

Are you good at paying attention to detail?
Do you like to buy things?
Would you like to help determine what stores sell?

If so, then you might enjoy being a buyer!

What do Buyers Do?
1. Buyers purchase the products that stores sell
1. The role of a buyer depends on the kind of store he or she works at
1. A buyer at a clothing store, for instance, will have to predict what will be in fashion
1. A buyer at a hardware store, on the other hand, will mainly reorder products that are running low
1. Buyers also make arrangements for the products to get to the store in time


Captain of a ship

Are you good with directions?
Do you like water?
Would you be okay with being away from home for weeks or months at a time?

If so, then you might enjoy being a captain of a ship!

What do Captains of a Ship Do?
1. Captains are the pilots of boats and ships
1. They give directions to their crew 
1. Captains might be in charge of small fishing or tourist boats
1. They also might work on large boats for shipping products or oil
1. Some captains work for cruise lines and travel to exotic places 
1. Since South Africa has a long coast line there are many harbors
1. Captains can work all over the world
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Would you like to visit lots of different houses and buildings?
Do you enjoy working with people?
Are you a good listener?

If so, then you might enjoy being an estate agent!

What do Estate Agents Do?
1. Estate agents are responsible for collecting rent and managing real estate
1. The value, manage, market, rent, buy and sell properties
1. They work with sellers and buyers
1. Clients tell the agent what they want in a property, and the agent finds the perfect property for them
1. Estate agents work with houses or commercial buildings
1. They can work for a larger company or they can work for themselves


Human Resource/Personnel Manager

Do you like to work with people?
Do you think it would be fun to hire people?
Do you like to treat everyone equally?

If so, then you might enjoy being a human resource manager!

What do Human Resource Managers Do?
1. Human resource managers connect a company’s bosses to the company’s workers
1. They listen to the needs of both groups and work towards solving any problems
1. They work to develop company policies and procedures to keep employees happy and maximize profit
1. They recruit employees, hire them, and help them get used to the company
1. Human resource managers also deal with any complaints that employees might have about their bosses or about each other
1. They try to make sure that employees do not discriminate against each other or harass one another


Hotel Manager

Do you like hotels?
Do you like interacting with other people?
Would you like to be a manager?

If so, then you might enjoy being a hotel manager!

What do Hotel Managers Do?
1. Hotel mangers work behind the scenes to make hotel stays enjoyable for guests
1. They make sure the hotel is running smoothly
1. They manage hotel staff and housekeepers
1. They exchange messages between hotel owners and hotel staff
1. They work long hours and spend a lot of time interacting with people


Legal Assistant

Are you interested in the law?
Do you like doing research?
Can you keep information confidential?

If so, then you might enjoy being a legal assistant!

What do Legal Assistants Do?
1. Legal assistants help lawyers by preparing cases for court
1. They do legal research, talk to witnesses, write contracts, and even give legal advice
1. Usually legal assistants collect information on laws, court decisions, legal articles, and written reports that relate to a lawyer’s case
1. They work for private and public law firms in many areas of law
1. They are an important part of a legal team


Policeman/Policewoman/Police Officer

Do you want to protect your country and its people?
Are you brave and physically fit?
Are you trustworthy? 
Do you like to be outdoors?

 If so, then you might enjoy being a policeman/woman!

What do Policemen/Policewomen Do?
1. Police officers work to enforce the law and keep people safe
1. Police officers prevent or stop crimes, arrest criminals, and maintain public order
1. Some police officers specialize in areas like drug trafficking or murder
1. They protect people and property, and they keep the peace
1. Some police officers, called detectives, investigate crimes
1. They also give speeches at schools, community organizations, and companies
1. They work long hours and have to be prepared to respond to a need immediately
1. Sometimes officers have to chase criminals on foot or by car
1. Being a police officer can be dangerous and demanding
1. They spend a lot of time talking to customers

Politician

Do you care about your community?
Are you comfortable speaking in front of others?
Do you have ideas about how to make life better?

 If so, then you might enjoy being a politician!

What do Politicians Do?
1. Politicians run for office and hope people will vote for them
1. They help write laws and policies 
1. They try to improve the quality of life for those in their community
1. Politicians have a lot of power
1. They may give speeches to inspire or persuade others
1. Politicians interact with politicians in other countries
1. Some politicians deal with local politics
1. Other politicians are in charge of the entire country, like the President of South Africa


Sports Coach

Do you like sports?
Do you like to encourage people?
Are you organized?

If so, then you might enjoy being a sports coach!

What do Sports Coaches Do?
1. Sports coaches are responsible for the physical, intellectual, emotional, and social development of athletes
1. They use exercises and education to help improve athletes’ performance
1. They teach athletes the correct way to play to avoid injuries
1. Coaches also mentor athletes to become better people
1. Sometimes coaches act as counselors


Small Business Owner

Do you have a good business idea?
Would you like to be your own boss?
Would you like to manage the people working for you?

If so, then you might enjoy being a small business owner!

What do Small Business Owners Do?
1. Small business owners are also known as entrepreneurs
1. They take a good idea and turn it into a business
1. They research what other businesses are doing and try to make their business unique
1. Small business owners invest a lot of time and energy into making their business work
1. They may hire a few people to work for them or be the only worker
1. They manage their business’ money – they buy and pay things and they get their money from customers
1. They constantly think of new ways to make their business grow and perform better



