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Foreword

Honorable Joe Manchin III 
Governor 

The 2007 West Virginia Cancer Plan contains important information for each of us about the 

significant human and economic burden that cancer, West Virginia's second leading cause of 
death, places upon the people of our state. Some of what you read here will distress you since 

each year more than 10,000 West Virginians are diagnosed with cancer. But there is also hope 

that one day, if we work together, we will conquer cancer in the Mountain State. 

The members of the Mountains of Hope Cancer Coalition, the authors of this statewide plan, 
engaged in an open process to develop a comprehensive document that lays out the challenges 
we face and provides us with a set of goals and objectives to show us how to overcome those 
challenges. 

No one individual, group, or government agency alone could possibly do all that needs to be 

done. The Plan, which focuses on cancer prevention, early detection, and ways to improve each 

cancer survivor's quality of life, invites health professionals, public health personnel, academics, 
advocates, and consumers, along with legislators and policymakers, to find effective ways to 

overcome these great challenges. The Planss successful implementation depends on it being 

viewed in the context of the larger issues facing the state and national health care system. 

We are grateful to the more than 260 members of Mountains of Hope, who represent over 130 

different organizations, for their hard work in creating this plan. Congratulations, Mountains of 
Hope, for taking the first steps to make us all more aware of what still needs to be done. Yes, 
there is much to accomplish, but I believe West Virginians are up to the task. Each of us has a 

vital role to play in the effort to conquer cancer, and I urge you to do your share. 

Joe Manchin III, Governor 
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ur m ss on
To facilitate and coordinate collaborations, statewide 

and at the community level, to address Mountains of 
Hope's designated priority areas.

 ur v s on
To reduce the human and economic impact of cancer in 

West Virginia.
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Guiding Principles 

The West Virginia Cancer Plan is guided by the following principles: 

Cancer control is the responsibility of all West Virginians - its institutions, organizations, 
individual citizens, families, businesses, governments, and communities; 

All West Virginians may  oin the Mountains of Hope Cancer Coalition;
 

Coordination and collaboration are essential to achieving the goals of this plan and assuring 

successful implementation; 


Decision making will be driven by the best available data; 


Data will be used to identify disparities in the cancer burden; 


Application of state-of-the-art knowledge, technology, and practices is the foundation for all 

strategies and actions the plan promotes;  


Cancer control priorities are established by the Coalition. They are based upon a combination of 

opportunity, data, current resources, and the potential to significantly reduce cancer incidence, 

mortality, and morbidity through prevention, detection, treatment, rehabilitation, and/or 

palliation;  


The West Virginia Cancer Plan actively supports the complementary recommendations and  

strategies found in other statewide plans; 


Resources will be effectively utilized; 


Evaluation is a critical component of the Plan; and 


The West Virginia Cancer Plan will be reviewed periodically to ensure its relevance and 

reflection of the latest evidence-based data. 
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