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Limited Supply of Vaccine Available

in Midst of Pandemic Flu Outbreak 

The Mississippi Department of Health (MDH) reports that the state has a limited supply of Tamiflu and other medications needed to treat the recent pandemic flu outbreak. 

The Mississippi Department of Health (MDH) is working closely with the Governor’s Office, the Mississippi Emergency Management Agency (MEMA), and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to address the current public health emergency. State officials are currently investigating an unusual outbreak of cold or flu-like symptoms with progressive respiratory distress in _____ (insert location/counties). 

MDH’s enhanced surveillance shows _______ (insert type of flu virus, i.e. H5N1) flu activity in Mississippi. Health care providers and emergency rooms are reporting an increase in emergency room visits and flu-like symptoms.

“Right now our first priority is to make sure those who are sick get the medication that they need,” said State Health Officer Dr. Brian Amy. “We have activated Mississippi’s pandemic flu plans and are working to protect the public’s health from this contagious disease.”
MDH is working with the CDC to obtain medications needed to treat the recent pandemic flu outbreak. 

Stay tuned to local media for a dispensing site location nearest you. Please do not go to the local county health department for treatment or medication. 
-- more --

Limited Vaccine – Add One

In the meantime, MDH officials are asking Mississippians who are experiencing flu-like symptoms to stay home from work, school or any social activities.
Household members and others in close contact with flu patients should watch for fever and respiratory symptoms. If household contacts develop fever or respiratory symptoms, they should immediately be examined by their health care provider.

“The public should call their health care provider before going to their provider’s office or clinic so arrangements can be made to prevent transmission of the disease to others in the health care setting,” said Dr. Amy.

Stay tuned to local media for continuing Public Health Alerts.  Information is posted on the Mississippi Department of Health website at www.HealthyMS.com or the CDC website at www.bt.cdc.gov/agents.  You may also call the 24/7 information hotline at 1-866-HLTHY4U or 1-866-458-4948.
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