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Time
Mississippi Health Officials Report Increased Emergency Rooms Visits 

Emergency rooms and other health care facilities are reporting an increase in the number of recent emergency room visits in ____ (insert the area of the state). Individuals are exhibiting flu-like symptoms such as fever, cough, muscle aches and runny nose. 

The Mississippi Department of Health (MDH) is working with local health care providers to investigate the reason for increased emergency room visits. Also, MDH officials have enhanced surveillance for flu activity. There are no confirmed or suspected cases of _____ (insert type of virus, i.e. H5N1) flu at this time.
Health officials encourage Mississippians who are experiencing flu-like symptoms to contact their local health care provider instead of going to emergency rooms. Mississippians should seek care at an emergency room only if they have life-threatening health problems.

MDH will continue to monitor emergency room visits as well as any unusual flu-like activity across the state. Mississippi’s enhanced disease surveillance system is capable of detecting flu activity within the state. MDH has asked local health providers across the state to watch for and report any individuals who became sick after __ (insert date) and have symptoms of respiratory illness.

“Our mission is to promote and protect the health of all Mississippians,” said Dr. Amy. “MDH will keep Mississippians informed of any situation that would affect the public’s health.”

For more information, the public can call the Mississippi Department of Health at 1-866-HLTHY4U (1-866-458-4948) or visit www.HealthyMS.com at any time. 
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