Exercise 9.3  Answer Key

· Based on your observations and analysis of the TB Register in the previous exercise, develop follow-up questions for the following indicators in the supervision checklist:

· Patient’s attendance is correctly recorded

· Patient’s information is complete

· All HIV Status, IPT and ART results are correctly recorded

Here are some sample questions you might ask the TB Focal Person, Matron, or other staff member handling TB data at the clinics.

1. I noticed that all of the patients’ had their attendance recorded properly this quarter. That’s great.  Do you have any questions about recording attendance?

2. I noticed that some of the patients had missing information or that the information looked wrong.  For example, is patient # 42 a man or woman? The name is Onnalenna—isn’t this a womans’ name?  Did you check this information against the SSD? Maybe it was copied incorrectly.
3.  It looks like you are having trouble with the sputum specimen collection data as several patients are missing data.  
Are the specimens being collected? 
Are they being recorded in the SSD? 
Are the results from the lab being logged back into the SSD and then into the Register? 
Is the lab sending results? 
How quickly on average are they sending the results? 
Do all HCWs know when to collect specimens—i.e., at diagnosis, 2 month, 6 months, etc. ? 

Do you have enough sputum containers or do we need to order some for your clinic?
3. I noticed that all patients have not received an HIV test.  What are the barriers to testing in your clinic and what can I do to help with this problem? 
Who is conducting most of the tests? Is it mostly offered by MOs and Nurses or lay counsellors? 
Are there enough lay counsellors to test all the patients? Does the clinic have enough rapid test kits?  Are there stock outs? 
What are the attitudes of HCWs to asking patients about routine HIV testing?  

Is there an on-site IDCC/ARV clinic? 

Do the nurses know which patients are co-infected?

Do all the HIV+ TB patients have remarks on their treatment cards and is whether or not they receive ART properly recorded?  

Did these patients receive IPT?

If these data are not recorded, why not?
