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Most Americans marry at some 
time in their lives. Only 6 percent of 
men and women over 40 years of age in 
1986 had never married. Data from the 
vital registration system show, however, 
that in recent years men and women 
have been waiting longer to marry, 
more of the brides and grooms have 
been married previously, and they are 
taking more time after divorce to re-
marry. In 1986 there were 189 million 
U.S. residents ages 15 years and over. 
Of these, 110 million were m-”cd, 50 
million had never been married, 14 mil-
lion were widowed, and 14 million were 
divorced (l). During the year, 6 percent 
of unmarried people got married. 

There were 2,407,099 marriages in 
1986, down sIightly from 1985 
(2,412,625) and 3 percent below the 
historic high level reached in 1984 
(2,477,192). National marriage rates, 
too, dropped in 1986. The rate of 10.0 
per 1,000 total population was down 
from 10.1 in 1985 and lower than it has 
been since 1977. Provisional data show 
that the marriage rate continued drop-
ping, to 9.9 per 1,000 in 1987 and 9.7 in 
1988, The 1988 rate was the lowest 
marriage rate since 1967. 

The rate per 1,000 unmarried 
women 15 years of age and over was 
56.2, down from 57.0 in 1985. The rate 
for unmarried women 15-44 years of 
age was 93.9, down from 94.9 in 1985. 
These three rates dropped approx

imately 1 percent in 1986. The rates for 
unmarried women of all ages and those 
aged 15-44 years have been calculated 
for every year since 1940, and in that 
46-year period they have never been as 
low as they were in 1986 (table 1 and 
figure 1). 

Tables 1-3 show the numbers of 
marriages that are obtained annually 
from all States and the District of Co
lumbia. Tables 4-11 contain detailed 
demographic information about brides 
and grooms that is reported by some or 
all of the 42 States and the District of 
Columbia in the marriage-registration 
area (MI?A). Seventy-seven percent of 
U.S. marriages were in the MRA 
sample in 1986. 

Seasonal variation 

Monthly number of marriages 
shows a seasonal cycle, being low at the 
start of the year and high in the sum
mer (table 2). In 1986 the number in 

June (273,235) was 2.4 times the num
ber in January (115,719). Another fac
tor that affects the monthly total is the 
number of Saturdays that fall within a 
month, because Saturday is the pre
ferred day for marriage in the United 
States. In 1986, for example, 54 percent 
of marriages were performed on Satur
day. The effect of having five as com
pared with four Saturdays can be seen 
by comparing the months of May and 

June in 1985 and 1986. May 1986 had 
five Saturdays and 7 percent more mar
riages than May 1985, with four Satur
days. June 1986 had four Saturdays and 
8 percent fewer marriages than June 
1985, which had five Saturdays. 

The single day on which the most 
MRA mm”ages were performed in 
1986 was Saturday, June 21, when 
36,000 couples married. This was more 
than seven times the 1986 MlZ&l daily 
average (5,000). Another day that is a 
big favorite for marriages, particularly 
when it falls on a weekend, is St. Valen
tine’s Day. In 1986, 29,000 MRA cou
ples married on Friday, February 14, 
more than married on any other single 
day except the four Saturdays in June. 

Geographic variation 

Between 1985 and 1986, more 
States lost than gained in number of 
maniages (table 3). Of the 48 States 
and the District of Columbia having 
complete data for both years, marriages 
increased in only 19 States and the Dis
trict of Columbia. These increases were 
generally small, 3 percent or less. In 
Hawaii, however, marriages increased 
5 percent and in Tennessee, 9 percent. 
Hawaii has become a destination for 
nonresident couples to wed, and these 
“marriage migrants” represented ap
proximately 43 percent of the 1986 
marriages in that State. Of the 16,000 
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couples married in Hawti 7,000 were 
not residents of the State. In tict, it is 
due to nonresidents that the number of 
Hawaiian marriages increased; the 
number of residents who married 
declined. 

The increase in the number of 
Tenn&see marriages followed a change 
in marriage legislation that took effect 
in July 1985 when the requirement for 
a blood test was dropped. The number 
of marriages was already increasing in 
the second half of 1985, but the clearest 
comparison can be drawn between 
1984, under the old legislation, and 
1986, the first calendar year without the 
blood test requirement. The number of 
Tennessee marriages was nearly 5,000 
greater in 1986 than in 1984. The in-
crease was largely due to an increase in 
the number of brides and grooms who 
were residents of Tennessee. Con
versely, the number of Tennessee resi
dents who married out of State 
dropped between 1984 and 1986. Thus 
it seems likely that the change in legis
lation resulted in more marriages in 

Tennessee to residents who would oth
erwise have married in another State. 

Over the decade between 1976 and 
1986, the number of U.S. marriages in-
creased 12 percent. Among the 46 
States and the District of Columbia that 
had comparable data for the 2 years, 
the number of marriages increased in 
28 States and the District of Columbia 
and declined in 18 States. Increases 
were particularly striking for Hawaii 
(66 percent), Florida (50 percent), 
Kentucky (41 percent), Delaware 
(39 percent), Arizona (36 percent), 
Arkansas, New Hampshire, and 
Vermont (30 percent each). In contrast 
to the sizable increases reported for 
those States were declines of 10 per-
cent in Nebraska and Indian% 11 per-
cent in Wyoming 13 percent in Illinois, 
18 percent in Oklahoma, 19 percent in 
West Virgini& and 31 percent in South 
Dakota. 

It has frequently been noted that 
marriage rates are lower in the North-
east and Midwest than in the South and 
West. This was still true in 1986, but 

the differences narrowed the marriage 
rate was stable in the Northeast a-d 
decreased in the three other regions. 
Marriage rates for the individual States 
clustered around the U.S. rate of 10.0 
per 1,000 population, Forty States and 
the District of Columbia had rates be
hveen 8.0 and 11.9 per 1,000 popula
tion. Six States had unusually high 
rates Tennessee (12,4), Kentucky 
(12.5), Arkansas (13.7), Hawaii (15.2), 
South Carolina (16.0), and Nevada 
(113.0). Many of these States host the 
weddings of many nonresidents, which 
inflates marriage rates. Five States had 
unusually low rates: North Carolina 
(7.9), Nebraska and North Dakota 
(7.6 each), Pennsylvania (7.4), and 
West Virginia (7.3). Somti of these 
States have low marriage rates because 
their residents marry elsewhere. For ex-
ample, approximately 18@O0 West 
Virginia women married in 1986, but 
only 13,000 married in their State of 
residence. This deflated the West 
Virginia rate. Similarly, of the 63,000 
North Carolina women who married in 
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1986, only 46,000 married in their 
home State, while 14,000 married in 
South Carolina, thus inflating the rate 
for South Carolina (16.0 per 1,000) and 
lowering the rate for North Carolina 
(7.9). 

Rates of marriage, like the num
bers of marriages discussed above, 
generally declined between 1985 and 
1986, dropping in 35 States, substan
tially in some. The marriage rate 
dropped more than 5 percent in four 
States: Louisiana, Montan~ Oklahoma 
(6 percent each), and Alaska 
(8 percent). 

Total marriage rate 

The total marriage rate (table 4) 
shows what would happen if the age-
specific rates for a particular year were 
to continue throughout the lives of hy
pothetical groups of 1,000 men or 
women. This rate can be calculated 
separately for first marriages and for 
remarriages to show the implications of 
the current level of marriage rates on 
patterns of family formation in the 
United States. 

The total marriage rates for 1986 
show that during the course of the lives 
of every 1,000 women in the marriage-
registration are% there wouId be 698.6 
first marriages and 414.9 remarriages. 
These rates are virtually unchanged 
from 1985,but those for first marriages 
are considerably lower than they were 
in 1972. Such a low total first marriage 
rate indicates that the United States is 
in a period of postponement of or per-
haps permanent departure from histor
ical American marriage patterns, which 
were typified by almost universal 
marriage. 

The total marriage rates for men 
imply that there would be 689.4 fust 
marriages and 460.7 remarriages for 
every 1,000 men in the mar
riage-registration area. For men, the 
1986 total first marriage rate was up 
slightly from 1985, but the figure for 
remarriages continued a generalIy 
downward trend that followed a rise 
and peak in 1981. The total remarriage 
rate for men was lower than at anytime 
since 1972. 

Previous marital status 

In 1986, 41 States and the District 
of Columbia reported whether mar
riages were first marriages or were re-
marriages, for both bride and groom; 
38 States and the District of Columbia 
also reported whether the remarriage 
followed divorce or death of a spouse. 
In the marriages for which previous 
marital status of both bride and groom 
were reported, 66 percent of both 
brides and grooms were previously sin
gle, 31 percent were previously di
vorced, and 3 percent were previously 
widowed. 

Most brides and grooms married 
spouses with the same previous marital 
status. In 75 percent of the marriages in 
1986 the previous marital status of both 
bride and groom was the same. In 
54 percent both were single, in 19 per-
cent both were divorced, and in 1 per-
cent both were widowed. In 11 percent 
of marriages a divorced man married a 
single woman, and in 11 percent a di
vorced woman married a single man. 
Only 4 percent of marriages paired a 
widowed person with a single or di
vorced spouse. However, previous mar
ital status correlates highly with age. 
Most single people are young adults 
and most widowed people are middle-
aged or older. Therefore, the marital 
status of the spouse zdso correlates with 
the bride’s or groom’s age. For exam
ple, more previously divorced women 
under 25 years of age married single 
than divorced or widowed men, and 
more divorced women aged 65 years 
and over married widowed than di
vorced or single men. These patterns 
are explained more fully in a recent re-
port entitled “Remarriages and Subse
quent Divorces” (2). 

The proportions of marriages ac
cording to previous marital status have 
changed since 1970 (tabIe 8). The pro-
portion of primary marriages (mar
riages in which both bride and groom 
are single) declined from 69 percent in 
1970 to 54 percent in 1986. Concur
rently, marriages of previously divorced 
persons increased from 11 to 19 per-
cent. The proportion of those in which 
the bride was single and the groom di
vorced increased from 7 to 11 percent, 
and the proportion in which the bride 

was divorced and the groom single in-
creased from 6 to 11 percent. Between 
1970 and 1986 all combinations involv
ing previously widowed brides and 
grooms dareased as a proportion of 
total marriages. 

Age at marriage 

Although marriage can take place 
at any time in an adult’s life, at first 
marriage 9 of 10 American brides and 8 
of 10 American grooms were between 
the ages of 18 aud 30 in 1986 (table 6 
and figure 2). Sixty-five percent of pre
viously divorced brides and 59 percent 
of previously divorced grooms married 
beisveen 25 and 40. Seventy percent of 
previously widowed brides and 87 per-
cent of previously widowed grooms 
were over 45 years of age. 

The distribution of ages is often 
summarized by a single measure, such 
as the median or mean (average) age at 
marriage to facilitate comparisons over 
time and between sexes or marital sta
tus groups (table 7). The median is the 
age at which half the brides or grooms 
are younger and half older. In 1986 the 
median age at tlrst marriage for brides 
was 233 years and for grooms, 25.1. 
The mean age of brides at first mar
riage was 24.3 and of grooms, 26.2 
years. 

Between 1985 and 1986, the ages 
at marriage of previously single and di
vorced brides and grooms continued 
the trend toward older age at marriage 
that had dominated the previous de
cade. The ages of previously widowed 
groom% but not brides, also increased. 
The age at marriage of previously wid-
owed brides has not been as consistent 
in trend. 

Rates by marital status and age 

Analyses of American marriage 
patterns have repeatedly shown that di
vorced persons marry at far higher 
rates than do single persons and that 
both divorced and single people marry 
at higher rates than do widowed per-
sons (table 5). In 1986 the marriage 
rate for divorced women was 79.5 per 
1,000, 33 percent higher than the rate 
for single women (59.7) and more than 
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14 times the rate for widowed women 
(5.5). The rate for divorced men was 
117.8 per 1,000, 2.4 times the rate for 
single men (49.1) and 4.4 times the rate 
for widowed men (26.8). 

By age, first marriage rates for 
women were higher than for men at 
ages under 30, but of those who re
mained unmarried past age 30, single 
men were more likely than single 
women to marry (table 6). For divorced 
persons, marriage rates were higher for 
men than women for all age groups 
over 25. For widowed persons marriage 

rates were higher for men than women 
at all ages. 

Age-specific first marriage rates 
reached their highest level for men and 
women at 25-29 years of age and then 
dropped steadily. Rates for single 
women dropped substantially for each 
added 5 years of age after reaching a 
peak at ages 25-29. Rates for single 
men did not reach as high a level at 
ages 25-29 and then did not drop as 
IOw. 

There has been a shift over time to 
later marriage. This is refleeted in first 

marriage rates, which were highest at 
2W24 years of age for womlen through 
1983. Since 1984, rates for single 
women aged 25-29 have been the high
est. A similar shift oeeurred for men in 
the early 1970’s. 

While the general patterns of mar
riage rates by marital status continued 
in 1986, all rates continued the down-
ward trend that started in the early 
1970’s (figure 3). Between 1985 and 
1986, rates dropped 2-4 percent for 
single, divorced, and widowed men and 
women. Cumulatively, between 1970 
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and 1986 the rate for single and di
vorced women dropped 36 percent and 
for widowed women, 46 percent. The 
rate for single men dropped 39 percen~ 
for divorced men, 42 percenq and for 
widowed men, 34 percent. 

First marriage rates declined in 
1986 for women under age 30 and for 
men under age 40. These me the ages 
during which most first marriages oc
cur, so the dominant trend in first mar
riage rates has been downward. In 
contrast, rates increased 3 to 4 percent 
for women in age groups 30 to 39. The 
first marriage rate for single women 
aged 30-34 has not been as high since 
1973, and for women aged 35-39, not 
since 1974. For women in age groups 
over 39 some rates decreased aud oth
ers increased in 1986. For men aged 40 
to 59 first marriage rates increased con-
siderably-11 percent for men 40+ 
24 percent for men 50-54, and 13 per-
cent for men 55-59 years of age. 

–— . 

�m wtaoweo men � nd women: hlw-age.regiatr~h 

There was a remarkable drop in 
first marriages for females under 18 
years of age. The first marriage rate for 
females aged 15-17 was 12.0 per 1,000 
in 1986, 39 percent below the rate of 
19.8 in 1980 and 66 percent below the 
rate of 35.0 in 1970. Since 1984, single 
young women 15-17 years of age have 
been less likely to marry tkn women 
45-49 years. Trends and characteristics 
of teenage marriages during the 1970’s 
are described in an earlier report (3). 

Interval to remarriage 

The vast majority of previously di
vorced men and women remarry in 
contras~ remarriage for widowed men 
and women is much less likely. It has 
been estimated that 76 percent of di
vorced women and 85 percent of di
vorced men will remarry but that only 
7 percent of widows and 19 percent 
of widowed men will remarry (4). 

are~ 1970-86 

Data fkom marriage records show 
that the interval to- remarriage is 
shorter for divorced than for widowed 
persons and shorter for men than for 
women in either category (table 9). III 
1986 several hundred brides and 
grooms remarried after intervals of 
more than 30 yew but most did so 
relatively quickly. In 1984 the interval 
to remarriage waa less than one year 
for 27 percent of remarrying brides aud 
31 percent of remarrying grooms. The 
mean interval to remarriage was 3.7 
years for divorced women and 3.4 years 
for divorced men. For previously wid-
owed brides the interval was ccmsider
ably longer, 6.3 years, but for previously 
widowed grooms the interval was only 
slightly longer, 3.7 years. 

Race 

Race of bride and groom was re
prted on the marriage records of 34 



States, representing approximately 1.2 
million marriages in 1986. In this group 
of States, 87 percent of brides and 
grooms were white, 12 percent were 
black, and less than 2 percent were of 
other races. 

Proportionately more white than 
black brides and grooms were 
remarrying after divorce. In the 
33 States where both race and previous 
marital status were reported in 1986, 
34 percent of white brides and grooms 
had been previously divorced, com
pared with 24 percent of black brides 
and 26 percent of black grooms. 

Timing of marriage also differs by 
race (table 10). At first marriage in 
1986 black brides were 2.2 years older 
(25.7 years) than white brides (23.5 
years). Black grooms (273 years) were 
1.8 years older than white grooms (25.5 
years). Thus the amount of time spent 
never married is greater for black than 
for white Americans. 

The age difference between races 
was smaller for remarriages after di
vorce than for first marriages. The 
mean age of previously divorced black 
brides was 35.9 years, 1.8 years older 
than that of previously divorced white 
brides (34.1 years). The difference in 

groom’s age at remarriage was less, 1.2 
years. The mean age of previously di
vorced black grooms in 1986 was 39.0 
years, compared with 37.8 for white 
grooms. 

Age differentials are the reverse 
for previously widowed brides and 
grooms, however. Previously widowed 
black brides were 49.0 years of age on 
average, 5 years younger than previ
ously widowed white brides (54.0). Pre
viously widowed black grooms were 
58.8 years of age, compared with 61.5 
years for white grooms. These differ
ences may reflect the earlier average 
age at death for black than white 
Americans. 

Most U.S. brides marry grooms of 
the same race. In 1986, 86 percent of 
brides and grooms were both white, 
11 percent were both black, and 1 per-
cent were both of other races. Only 
2 percent of couples were interracial. 

Educational attainment 

The educational attainment of 
brides and grooms was reported on the 
marriage records of 21 States in 1986. 
There were more than 750,000 mar
riages in those States in 1986. 

For all marital statuses and both 
sexes, the most common level of educa
tional attainment was high school grad
uation (table 11). For brides with more 
than a high school education, similar 
proportions of those single and di
vorced had attended college but had 
not graduated (24 and 23 percent, re
spectively). However, twice as many 
previously single brides (16 percent) as 
previously divorced brides (8 percent) 
had graduated from college. “J7hediffer-
ence between the proportion of previ
ously single and that of divorced brides 
that had completed some graduate 
training is smaller, 6.6 compared with 
5.6 percent. In summary, brides who 
had been married and divorced previ
ously had less education than did those 
who were marrying for the first time. 

For men as well, more who were 
previously single than who were previ
ously divorced had finished college (15 
compared with 11 percent), although 
the difference was not as great as the 
twofold difference for women. In terms 
of graduate education, however, more 
previously divorced than single grooms 
had had an education beyond college 
(10 aqd 8 percent). 
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TabIe 1. Marriages �nd marriage rates: United States, 194CH6 

[Data refer only to events ooourrlng wlthln the Untkxl 81etes. Aleske included beginning 1959 end Heweil beginning IWO. Be@nnhg with 1978, date include 
nonlicensed menleoes registered in CalifonW see Technicel notes. Rates per 1,000 POPLIlatlonenumefa!ed ee of ApI’# 1 fa oensus Y=’fsti~deedJu~l 
for all other yeem] - -

Rak?per l,am-

Mar Unmanm Unrnarrkd 
15 ywaa 15y.Wa nW7Wl ~ 

Total Of age Ofqw 15 y%ars 15-44 
Yew Number pq)uM2rl awovw arhlaw MKiovw w 

1388 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2#07,099 10.0 26.5 24,5 56.2 93.9 

1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . &412,825 10.1 26.9 24.8 57.0 94.9 
1884 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2477,192 10.5 28.1 25.8 59.5 99.0 
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/445,604 10.5 28.0 25.7 53.9 93.3 
1982 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . z458,278 10.6 28.4 26.1 61.4 101.9 
1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.422.145 10.6 28.4 26.1 61.7 103.1 
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.6 28.5 26.1 61.4 1026 
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,331,337 10.4 28.1 25.8 63.6 ?07.9 
1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Z282,272 10.3 28.0 25.7 64.1 103.1 
1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . z178,367 9.9 27.2 25.0 63.6 109.8 
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,154,807 9.9 27.4 25.2 65.2 113.4 
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . z152&52 10.0 27.9 25.6 66.9 118.5 
1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,229,687 10.5 29.4 27.1 72.0 126.4 
1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Z2LM,106 10.8 30.7 28.2 76.0 137.3 
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . z2&3154 10.9 31.3 28.8 77.9 141.3 
1971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,130,461 10.6 30.7 28.2 76.2 138.9 
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,153,302 10.6 31.7 28.4 76.5 140.2 
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,145,000 10.6 31.4 26.9 6Q.O 143.1 
1966 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.4 30.8 28.3 79.1 147.2 
1967 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,927,000 9.7 29.1 26.9 76.4 145.2 
1966 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,857,000 9.5 28.4 26.4 75.6 145.1 
1365 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,600,000 9.3 27.9 26.0 75.0 144.3 
1984 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,725,000 9.0 27.1 25.3 74.6 146.2 
1863 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,654,0W 8.8 26.4 24.7 73.4 143.3 
1962 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,5n,ooo 8.5 25.5 23.9 71.2 138.4 
1961 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,548,000 8.5 26.5 24.0 722 145.4 
1960 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,523,000 6.5 25.4 24.0 73.5 148.0 
1959 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,484,000 8.5 25.2 23.6 73.6 149.6 
1958 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,451,000 8.4 24.8 23.5 720 146.3 
1957 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,518,000 6.9 26.4 24.9 78.0 157.4 
1958 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,585,000 9.5 27.6 26.4 624 165.6 
1955 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,531,000 9.3 27.2 25.8 60.9 161.1 
1954 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,480,000 9.2 26.9 25.4 79.6 154.3 
1953 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,546,000 9.6 28.2 26.7 63.7 163.3 
1952 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,539,318 9.9 28.3 26.8 83.2 159.9 
1951 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,584,684 10.4 29.4 26.1 66.6 164.9 
1950 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,667,231 11.1 KL7 29.6 90.2 188.4 
1949 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,579,793 10.6 29.4 28.5 86.7 153.0 
1248 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,811,155 124 34.0 33.0 36.5 174.7 
1947 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,991,378 13.9 37.9 36.8 108.2 1827 
1346 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,281,046 16.4 44.5 428 118.1 198.0 
1345 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,612,932 122 35.6 30.5 83.6 X38.2 
1944. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,452,394 10.9 31.2 27.8 76.5 124.5 
1943 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,577,050 11.7 322 30.6 83.0 133.5 
1342 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I,772,K32 13.2 35.8 34.6 93.0 147.6 
f941 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,6s5,999 127 34.0 33.7 88.5 138.4 
1940 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,525,879 12.1 323 32.3 32.8 122.4 
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Table 2. Marriages and marriage rates, by month: United Statea, 1976, 196S, and %986


[Rates
on an annual Lmslsper 1,000 population] 

Month 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

January . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
February . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
March . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
April. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
May . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
June . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
July . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
August . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
September . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
October . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
November . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Deoembar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Number 

19.% 19a5 1976’ 

2,407,099 2,412,625 2,154,607 

115,719 117,347 121,9!50 
146,118 138,647 136,777 
154,203 164,246 136,196 
162,360 179,403 168,139 
245,457 22e,064 199,627 
273,235 295,413 243,097 
215,705 219,233 218,705 
269,414 284,459 225,699 
219,901 225,318 164,926 
208,605 203,057 166,006 
160,078 166,691 161,894 
190,2a4 139,727 179,789 

Rate 

1966 1965 1976’ 

10.0 10.1 9.9 

5.7 5.8 6.6 
7.9 7.6 8.1 
7.6 8.1 7.4 
9.2 9.2 8.9 

12.0 11.3 10.9 
13.8 15.1 13.6 
10.5 10.8 11.9 
13.1 13.0 12,2 
11.1 11.5 10.4 
10.2 10.0 10.1 
9.4 9.5 9.0 
9.3 9.3 9.7 

‘Data exclude 30,125 wnllcansed meniagee registered In Celifomkq see Techicel notes 
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Table 3. Marriages and marriage rates: United States, each region, division, �nd State, 1976, 1985, and 1986 

@yplaoe of oscurrenca. Data are sounts of marrbges performed, exoept as noted, Rates per 1,000 populatkm esffrnated as of July 1] 

Nurnthw Rafe 

Region, divlshm, and State 1966 1965 1976 1866 1965 1976 

United States . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Ragbns 
Northea$ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Midwest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
West . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Northeast 
New England . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Mldd~e Atlantlo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Midwest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
East Norlh Oentral. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
WestNorIhCanlrat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

south 
SouthAflanlic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
EastSouthCanlraL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
WestSouthCantral . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

West 
Mountain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Pacific . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

New England: 
Maine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
NewHampshire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Vermont . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Massachusetts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Rhodelsland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Connecticut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Middle Atlantk: 
NawYorK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
NawJersay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Pennsylvania . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

East Norih Central: 
Oh. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Indiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Illinois. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Mkhigan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

WastNorthCanlrat 
Minnesota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Iowa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Mksourl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
North Dakota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
South Dakota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Nebraska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
souFX%i:. . 

Delaware . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Maryland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
DistrktofColumL4a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Westvtrginia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
North Carolina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
SoufhCar@na. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Georgia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Florkia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

EastSoulhOantral: 
Kentucky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Tennessee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Alabama . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Mississippi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

W6stSoufhCantral: 
Arkansas.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Louisiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Oklahoma. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Mountain: 
Montana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Idaho . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Wyoming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Colorado. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
NewMexko . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Arizona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Utah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Nevada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

60efootn0te8atend0ftaL4e. 

. 
2,407,099 2,412,625 ‘2#154,607 10.0 10.1 ‘9.9 

430,179 428,654 374,297 8.6 8.6 7.6 
515,207 620,500 544,351 8.8 9.4 
916,685 919,147 782,637 1:: 11.2 11.2 
545,048 544,324 ‘443,322 11.2 11.4 ‘11.3 

114,273 114,331 95,598 9.0 9.0 7.8 
315,908 314,323 278,701 8.5 8.5 7.5 

380,610 a38z185 362,0W 6.6 8.7 9.3 
154,397 156,315 162252 8.8 9.0 9.6 

441,933 436,754 3Z?,134 10.8 10.9 10.7 
176,251 171,608 169,486 11.6 11.4 11.4 
296,481 308,585 281,215 11.1 11.6 120 

232,807 233,701 17.9 18.3 ~1.4 
312,241 310,623 ‘%% 8.7 8.9 7.8 

11,963 12,248 11,302 10.2 10.5 10.4 
11,123 11,351 8,550 10.8 11.4 10.1 
5,698 5,549 4,396 10.5 10.4 9.1 

49,968 49,646 41,EOI 8.6 8.6 7.2 
8,103 8,011 8.3 8.3 7.3 

27,378 27,324 SE 8.6 e.6 7.4 

4186,868 4183,985 136,9M 49.4 49.2 7.8 
61,362 61,189 51,291 8.1 7.0 
67,558 68,138 80,442 E 7.5 7.8 

96,533 %4,373 =,778 9.2 *8.8 9.0 
49,$Kro 51,063 55,63s 9.1 9.3 10.4 
96,189 97,712 110,647 e.3 6.5 9.6 
77,815 79,022 62,753 6.5 6.7 9.1 
36,373 40,015 36,024 8.0 8.4 7.9 

34,199 85,059 ‘32034 8.4 ‘8.1 
23,311 24,578 25,727 :; 8.5 8.9 
49,579 49,464 51,070 9.8 9.6 10.6 

5,148 5,424 5,8YJ 7.6 7.9 8.6 
7,366 7,793 10,781 10.4 11.0 15.7 

12,107 12.696 13,431 7.6 7.9 8,7 
22,687 23,559 9.2 9.5 10.2 

5,464 5,35+3 3,843 8.7 a6 6.8 
46,361 46,C&3 44,616 10.4 10.5 10.7 

5,125 5,039 4,611 6.2 6.6 
66,686 66,541 56,468 11.5 1:; 11.0 
14,032 14,5W0 17,229 7.3 7.5 9.2 
50,062 50,542 42,475 
53,974 52,605 50,696 lG 1~8 1% 
70,666 72,312 11.6 121 12.9 

129,363 125,516 s% 11.1 11.0 9.9 

46,460 32,831 125 123 
59,730 55;CO0 53270 124 11.5 lti 
45,778 46,062 46,515 11.3 11.5 124 
24,263 24,750 26,772 9.3 9.5 11.0 

32,442 31,663 24,913 13.7 13.4 11,5 
37,457 39,36a 37,898 8.3 6.6 
33,805 40,983 10.2 10.9 12 

194,777 2%% 157,320 11.7 123 122 

6,739 7,178 7,390 8.2 &7 9.7 
11,958 12,277 13,104 11.9 122 15.3 

5,210 5,366 10.3 10.6 14.8 
,32,811 33,616 ,2%% 10.0 10.4 10,9 
13,631 ‘15,495 15,616 9.2 ‘1O.7 %3.1 
36,025 35,723 28,534 11.0 11.2 11.3 
17,119 17,519 14,693 10.3 30.6 11.6 

109,314 108,507 6104,406 113.0 113.7 ‘161.4 
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Table 3. Marriages and marriage rates: United States, each region, dlviaion, and State, 1976, 198~ and 1866-Con. 

[W pla~ of -uuen~. Data me -nts of m*9= Prform@ except es noted, Ri3fes per 1,000 Popukdion estimated as of Juty II 

Number Rate 

Ragkm, Uiviskxr,and State 1986 1985 1976 1966 W&5 1976 

Pacifb 
Washington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43,255 43,771 41 ,eee 9.7 9.9 11.4 
Oregon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,015 22,408 19,162 8.1 8.3 8.1 
Catifomla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 225,018 222,846 ‘151,264 6.3 8.5 ‘6.9 
Alaska. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,734 6,175 4,693 10.8 11.8 125 
Hawati . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,219 15,421 9,769 15.2 14.7 10.8 

~Data exclude S0,125 rmnlirnti nmntages registered in Cdfomlq see TecMcal notes. 
~Formedy Norlh Central Region. 
,Data are i-pls+e. 
~Flgure used for New York City is tb tctal rumber C/ valid marrlege cwtiflcatea prmdded to NCHS. 
Jkta imlude nwuriage licenses issued for some camties. 
Data are prwnmital health examination forms issued. 

Table 4. Total marriage rate by marriage order of women and men: Marriage-registration area, 1972-66 

[68sed on sample data Merfiegee per 1,000women or men if age-sex speolfk rates for a given year were corwfant tttrougtrout their lives. Figures for msrriage order 
not stated have been distributed. Beginning in 1977, figures exclude date for Iowa For a descfiptlon of the msrr18ge-regkfrrMft areq see Teohnioet notes] 

Totalmarriage rate Total tlst-msrriaga rate Totalmrrrarriagemfe 

Year wom9rr Men women Men Men 

lea. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,113.5 1,150.1 896.6 66e.4 414.9 460.7 
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,113.0 1,166.5 699.3 666.9 473.7 488.6 
1964 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,139.2 1,1924 704.6 696.1 434.6 494.3 
1963 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,131.9 1,18!3.4 703.0 697.4 426.9 4920 
1962 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,143.6 1,206.4 710.9 703.4 432.7 503.0 
lam. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,113.9 1,216.0 687.2 711.4 426.7 506.6 
1960 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,128.4 1,207.5 706.2 714.4 422.2 483.1 
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,130.0 1,243.2 704.4 739.4 425.6 503.6 
1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,112.4 1,227.3 696.5 733.7 415.9 493.6 
1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,oe8.4 1,213.9 687.6 727.7 410.6 466.2 
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,100.7 1,218.0 695.5 737.5 460.5 
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,125.7 1,246.2 720.8 774.4 z 471.8 
1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,191.5 1,317.1 789.6 8527 401.7 464.4 
1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,249.1 1,362.3 843.4 920.0 405.7 462.3 
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,254.6 1,401.9 866.9 860.8 367.9 441.1 

TableS. Marriage ratea byprevious maritsl ststusofwomen �ndmen:Marriage-regktration area, 1970-86 

[Bseadoneemptedata Flguresexcludedata forlowabeginnirrgwith 1977. Flgurasforpravbuely dhacectandpmvioualy wldowadexcludedare fOrMkhlgfMend 
Ohfoforatlyears, for 6outh Carollnabeghming with1972,andfor the DktrktofCotumble for1970. Foradescrlptkm ofthemarrlage-reg!stratbn areqseeTeohnlcat 
notae.Retasper 1,000populatton 15yearssrrdover Inspecifledgroup enumefafedasof Apriilforceneus yearsandeettmafed aeofJulylforall otharymrs] 

FWvblraIrr6rWsfaflisofWorrWr PmvhwamsrWst6tua &men 

Year sr?gta Dhwtxx/ Dlvorwd 

1966................................ 59.7 79.5 5.5 49.1 117.8 %.e 
19s6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61.5 61.8 5.7 60.1 121.6 27.7 
1964 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63.5 67.3 5.8 51.6 1327 *7 
le63 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63.6 91.6 6.2 51.8 1421 30.7 

66.0 94.4 6.1 53.1 1*.9 321 
%::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::: 64.9 98.3 6.5 63.6 160.8 30.6 
1860 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66.0 91.3 6.7 64.7 1421 322 
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67.8 104.0 7.7 56.3 165.6 35.3 
1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6s.2 105.0 7.1 66.4 18&6 327 
f977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69.2 107.3 7.6 66.7 173.4 36.3 
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72.0 111.3 7.9 662 165.0 37.6 
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.9 117.2 8.3 61.5 1696 40.4 
1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83.5 121.7 9.1 66.0 le8.7 36.9 
1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60.9 131.0 9.3 73.9 2X.3 38.3 
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95.1 130.6 9.4 772 226.0 40.6 
*971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93.3 132.6 9.6 752 230.7 425 
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . e3.4 123.3 10.2 60.4 204.5 40.6 
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Table 6. Marriages �nd percent distribution of marriages by �ge according to previous maritai status of women �nd men, 1986, �nd 
marriage rates by �ge �nd previous marftai status of women �nd men, 1984-W Marriags-regiairatfon �rea 

[Based on 8empkr @a. For sampling errors of Wrnefes and a descrlptbn of the rnamiaga-registrafiorr area see Tachnkal nofas. MaWages of parswrs under 15 
yeareofage amtrrcluded irrtheyou~agegrou~ @@m MM~lWbm Wexclti~Ms u*15ym&~. M@fwal rwrbgesarabasad 
on the unnwried pqMJlatbw for first man’iagee, on the nevar-mamed populafbm end for renwrbges, on fhe widowed atwl dtwrcad populations. Rates per 1,000 
POPUlefion KrqnwWd age group estknatsd as of July 1] 

women Men 

Number Rett?’ Numbtu i%l%vrt Rete’ 
—. —— 

.4ge Sndprwwsrnsrualste rus 1986 W&3 1986 IW5 K@4 lW 1996 7966 19s5 1964 

All marriages 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,654,744 100.0 49.2 49.9 51.9 1,854,744 100.0 524 6Q.5 63.1 

lS49years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 242j797 13.1 32.5 34.8 38.5 222 5.0 11.5 122 13.7 
15-17 yaers . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58,654 3.1 122 13.5 15.3 0.4 1.7 20 22 
18-19 year3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 166,143 10.0 85.8 88.8 74.1 84:131 4.5 27.2 27.9 30.5 

20-24 yssrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 612$01 33.0 108.6 110.6 113.3 534,688 28.8 76.2 7&4 81.2 
25-29 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 427,787 23.1 121.2 122.2 126.1 421,724 26.5 106.5 111.7 118.0 
30-34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 234,121 12.6 97.2 93.8 277,425 15.0 96.7 29.3 104.9 
35-39 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137,757 70.1 725 % 170,071 9.2 103.9 104.6 
40-44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77,351 H 51.6 51.3 53.1 99,487 5.4 E; 78.4 87.9 
4549years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4s,8s8 25 36.3 34.7 36.7 3.4 69.0 69.3 73.7 
50-54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,071 225 21.3 223 40;513 22 57.7 53.4 64.8 
55-52 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,337 ;; 11.5 124 124 22,419 1.6 40.3 38.7 40.7 
Bo-64years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,758 0.7 7.9 7.7 &o Z181 1.2 263 27.6 20.3 
65yewsand over . . . . . . . . . . 18,866 1.0 20 20 20 34,662 1.9 13.5 14.1 14.2 

Firs?marriages* 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,179,637 100.0 59.7 61.5 63.5 1,178,768 1W.o 49.1 50.1 51.6 

15-19 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 231,754 19.6 31.5 34.0 37.5 89,443 7.6 11.3 121 13.5 
15-17 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55,209 4.7 12.0 13.4 15.0 8,072 0.7 1.7 20 21 
16-19 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . 176,545 15.0 63.7 67.2 721 81,371 6.9 26.7 27.6 30.0 

20-24 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 528,637 44.8 99.6 1021 104.4 490,847 41.6 725 74.5 77.3 
25-29 yaare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 283,031 24.0 1028 103.5 106.6 381,% 324 95.9 39.2 1029 
30+4years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91,047 7.7 64.3 142,466 12.1 70.6 70.7 720 
35-3eyears . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,805 24 & E 36.4 45,500 3.9 47.1 51.6 46.9 
40+tyeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,654 0.7 22.7 24.1 23.7 14,463 1.2 28.2 25.4 27.1 
45-49 yeeJS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,987 0.3 14.2 13.9 15.4 6,174 0.5 16.7 16.9 16.4 
50-54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,077 0.2 8.5 7.7 7.9 3,359 0.3 13.9 11.2 11.6 
55-52 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,180 0.1 5.4 5.3 6.1 23123 0.2 7.7 6.8 8.4 
Bo-64years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 881 0.1 3.7 4.4 3.7 1,589 0.1 4.8 5.7 5.4 
65yearsand over . . . . . . . . . . 774 0.1 0.6 0.8 0.6 1,449 0.1 24 24 23 

Remarrbgeez 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 632J388 100.0 36.3 36.1 37.6 834,525 100.0 93.1 95.7 103.1 

ls19years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,566 0.9 * * 1,011 0.2 * 

‘20-24 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.4 267.; 254.5 248.3 28,919 4.8 215.8 247.; 222.; 
25-29 year3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12% 21.3 1822 183.2 193.8 97,615 15.4 193.3 191.6 215.9 
XX34years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . K38,828 22.0 131.8 123.6 127.3 129,308 20.4 1699 163.1 178.1 
3S39years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107,961 17.1 88.1 93.8 95.3 121,96.8 19.2 144.9 161.7 1721 
40-44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67,646 10.7 61.3 59.8 829 83,744 13.2 119.6 119.0 133.3 
45-49 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,525 6.6 42.6 40.3 45.1 55,359 8.7 105.2 105.9 118.2 
5CM4years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24,651 3.9 26.1 25.0 26.5 36,713 5.8 80.9 79.9 83.4 
55-59 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,691 24 126 13.7 13.4 26,789 4.2 60.2 ea.5 61.7 
60-64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12656 20 8.5 8.2 8.7 20,320 3.2 40.6 40.6 44.8 
65yearsand over . . . . . . . . . . 17,811 2.8 21 22 22 32,781 5.2 16.9 18.0 18.1 

Prevbustyvddowd$. . . . . . . . . 51,865 100.0 5.5 5.7 5.8 48,531 100.0 28.8 27.7 28.7 

15-24 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,112 21 ‘b 289 0.6 * * � 

25-f4years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,339 27.6 44.; 42.9 45.; 6,094 126 1026 124.6 
45-64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,728 45.9 11.3 11.2 11.3 21,285 43.9 s 526 55.7 
65yaar3and over . . . . . . . . . . 12618 24.3 1.8 1.9 1.9 21M83 43.0 15.4 16.1 16.4 

8sef.Xwdesa rendoftsble. 
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Table 6. Marriages �nd percent distribution of marriages by age �ccording to previous marital status of women �nd men, 1986, �nd 
marriage rates by age �nd previous marital status of women �nd men, 1964-66: Marriage-reghtration �rea-Con. 

[Basedon sample data. For sampling errors of astfmafee and a desortptbrr of the mafriagwsgtstfatbn area sea Teohnical notas. Mafrlagas of parsons under 15 
years of age are Included In the youngest egs groupq rates are based on populafbns that exclude persons under 15 years of ag8. Rates for all marrbges are based 
on the unmanfed population; for first mantages, on the navar-rnankd pqxrlatbn; and for ramantagas, on the widowed and dhforced populafbns. Rates per 1,000 
populafbn in speokd age group estimated as of July 1] 

Men 

Number F6vcant Rate’ Numtrar Pew.ent Rata’ 
—— —— 

Age arrdprevious meriW status 1986 1966 1* 1.965 W14 1966 1966 1W6 K&5 1964 

Remarrlagas-Con. 

Prevbusly CItvoroads. . . . . . . . . 487,301 100.0 79.5 81.8 87.3 483,457 100.0 117.8 121.6 X32.7 

15+19 yesrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,041 � � * 574 O.f * 

2f&24years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54,171 Iti 256.7 283.6 241.5 23,862 4.8 233.; 276:2 234.: 
25-29 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111,026 22.8 176.5 163.6 204.1 61,062 16.4 188.3 187.8 211.7 
30-34 yaars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115,530 23.7 133.1 127.6 132.0 108,22s 21.9 165.2 157.9 173.4 
35-39 yeafs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68,308 18.1 66.7 98.7 lGO.3 102,643 20.8 1426 160.0 173.9 
40+4years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53,515 11.0 64.0 62.9 66.9 68,9n 14.2 125,4 119.1 130.1 
45-49 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,656 6.3 47.5 46.1 49.5 44,608 9.0 1025 105.81 117.8 
50-54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,352 3.2 30.2 31.0 33.0 27,608 5.6 822 77.8 78.2 
55-58 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,268 1.5 16.2 17.4 17.6 17,034 3.5 54.2 57.0 56.8 
BO-64years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,026 0.8 10.4 10.2 123 9,836 2.0 38,9 39.4 45.8 
B5yearsand over . . . . . . . . . . 3,166 0.7 5.4 4.8 4.8 8,028 1.6 21.1 23.8 23.9 

Not stated if WktOW8d 
orcllvomed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92,902 . . . . . . . . . . . . 92,537 . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Not stated if 
prevbusly married I 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42,838 . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,451 . . . . . . . . . . . . 

$1 rareaexcfudedata for Iowa 
~Flguresfor firstmarrisgaaand rarnarrlagasaxcludedata for Iowa Ttmaadafa ara includadIn “Nat statadf previouslyrnnrdad.” 
Data excluderemarriagesIn Michigan,Ohio,and Swth Camlirm Thasadata am Iffi!adadin “No! ststadif widcwador dhmrwd.” 
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Table 7. Median and mean age of bride and groom by previous marital status: Marriage-registration area, 1963-66 

[Based on sample data. Figures by previous marital status exclude data for Iowa beginning with 1977. FQuree for previously Uiorced and previously widowed exclude 
data for Michigan and Ohio for all years, for South Carolina beginning with 1972, and for the Oiitrii of Columbia for 1970. For a descriptkm of the merriage
regislration area, see Technioal notesl 

Year 

1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1984 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1982 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1960 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
T979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1969 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1968 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1967 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1966 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1965 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1964 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1963 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1988 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1964. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1962 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1961
...................

1960 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Igsa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

E%:::::::::::::::::

1866 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1965 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1964 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1963 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


Prev?ous marital status of bride Previous marital status of grwm 

Remarriage Remarriage 

First Previously Previously Fi/st Previously Prevhrsly 
Total’ marriage Tots? divorced Wtiowad Total$ marriage Totaf dNorced widowed 

Median age 

25.7 23.3 33.9 33.1 54.3 27.8 25.1 37.5 36.6 62.9 
25.3 23.0 33.6 32.8 54.6 27.5 24.8 37.1 36.1 62.7 
25.0 22.8 33.3 32.5 54.2 27.2 24.6 36.8 35.9 82.4 
24.8 ZZ5 32.9 32.0 54.0 27.0 24.4 36.2 35.3 620 
24.4 22.3 32.5 31.6 54.1 26.7 24.1 35.7 34.9 61.7 
24.1 22.0 32.1 31.2 53.6 26.3 23.9 35.3 34.4 61.0 
23.7 21.8 32.0 31.0 63.6 25.9 23.6 35.2 34.0 61.2 
23.4 21.6 31.9 30.6 55.2 25.8 23.4 35.3 33.9 61.7 
23.2 21.4 31.5 30.5 52.6 25.5 23.2 35.1 33.8 59.7 
22.9 21.1 31.4 30.2 53.1 25.2 23.0 34.9 33.6 60.1 
22.7 21.0 31.7 30.1 53.0 25.0 22.9 35.1 33.7 60.0 
22.4 20.8 32.0 30.2 524 24.7 22.7 35.5 33.6 59.4 
22.0 20.6 32.1 30.0 51.9 24.2 22.5 35.7 33.6 59.2 
21.9 20.6 32.3 30.2 52.1 24.1 22.5 36.3 33.9 59.3 
21.7 20.5 32.8 30.3 51.4 23.8 22.4 36.5 34.0 59.1 
21.7 20.5 32.9 30.2 51.8 23.7 225 36.9 34.1 59,1 
21.7 20.6 33.3 30.1 51.2 23.6 225 37.5 34.5 58.7 
21.6 20.6 33.8 30.4 51.3 23.5 22.4 38.2 34.7 59.0 
21.5 20.6 33.8 30.7 50.6 23.6 224 36.3 35.1 57.9 
21.4 20.5 35.0 31.3 50.0 23.8 22.6 39.1 35.5 57.7 
21.5 20.3 35.2 31.4 50.2 23.8 226 39.2 35.8 57.9 
21.4 20.4 35.5 31.7 50.1 23.6 22.5 39.6 36.0 57.8 
21.4 20.4 35.6 31.7 23.6 22.4 39.7 36.4 56.0 
21.3 20.3 35.6 31.8 z 23.7 225 39.8 36.3 58.0 

Meen age 

26.4 24.3 36.2 34.6 53.3 31.0 26.2 40.1 36.2 61.2 
28.1 24.0 36.1 34.3 53.3 30.6 25.9 39.9 37.9 61.1 
27.8 23.8 35.9 34.0 52.8 30.5 25.7 39.7 37.7 60.8 
27.6 23,5 35.6 33.7 52.6 30.3 25.5 39.3 37.3 60.2 
27.3 23.3 35.3 33.4 62.6 30.0 25.3 39.0 37.0 59.9 
27.0 23.0 35.0 33.0 522 29.8 25.0 38.7 38.6 59.5 
26.7 22.7 35.0 328 522 29.4 24.8 36.7 36.5 59.6 
26.7 22.5 35.4 32.8 53.4 29.5 24.6 36.9 36.4 80.0 
26.3 22.3 34.9 32.6 51.4 2a.1 24.4 36.5 36.2 %.4 
26.2 22.2 35.0 32.5 51.6 29.0 24.3 36.6 36.1 58.9 
26.1 22.1 35.3 32.5 51.8 28.9 24.1 36.8 38.2 56.6 
25.9 21.9 35.5 327 51.2 28.7 24.0 39.1 38.3 58.2 
25.6 21.7 35.7 32.5 51.0 28.3 23.8 39.4 38.3 56.2 
25.5 21.7 36.0 32.8 51.0 26.1 23.6 39.6 36.4 68.1 
25.2 21.6 38.2 32.9 50.7 27.9 23.7 39.8 38.5 56.0 
25.1 21.6 36.4 326 50.6 27.6 23.7 40.3 38.6 57.7 
25.1 21.6 38.6 328 50.3 27.8 23.6 40.6 36.7 57.7 
25.1 21.6 36.9 33.0 SO.4 27.7 23.8 40.9 36.9 57.7 
25.0 21.6 36.9 33.2 49.9 27.7 23.6 41.0 37.1 57.0 
25.1 21.6 37.4 33.3 49.7 28.0 24.0 41.4 37.4 66.7 
25.2 21.5 37.6 33.6 49.7 28.0 24.0 41.6 37.6 57.0 
25.2 21,6 37.7 33.6 49.7 28.1 24.0 42.0 37.8 56.7 
25.3 21.4 37.8 33.1 50.0 28.3 24.0 42.1 37.8 57.0 
25.2 21.5 37.7 33.5 49.3 28.2 24.1 42.3 37.8 56.8 

*‘FiWresiwltie Previws mfltal*atus mtstatd. 
Fifjureslnclcdedivorcedorwidowadmtstated. 
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Table 8. Percent distribution of marriages by previous marital status of both bride and groom: Reporting States, 1970-86 

[Based on sample data] 

Wife previously single and W17eprevhxfsly divorced and Wife prevkxfsly widowed and 
husband prevtWMy– husband prevkxmly– husband previo@/y— 

Year Total Single Divom.sd widowed Single DWrmed widowed Single Divorced Wdowed 

1988 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 54.4 11.0 0.3 10.7 16.9 1.3 0.5 1.4 1.4 
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 54.7 11.1 0.3 10.4 16.8 1.3 0.5 1.4 1.5 
1984 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10Q.O 55.0 11.1 0.4 10.2 18.8 1.3 0,5 1.4 1.5 
1963 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 54.8 11.2 0.4 10.0 18.9 1.3 0.5 1.5 1.5 
1982 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 55.1 11.3 0.4 9.8 18.8 1.3 0.5 1.4 1.5 
1661 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 54.9 11.4 0.4 9.6 18.8 1.3 0.5 1.5 1.5 

1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 58.5 10.8 0.4 9.3 17.8 1.4 0.5 1.5 1.6 
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 56.7 10.8 0.5 8.9 17.6 1.4 0.6 1.7 1.9 
1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 57.3 10.7 0.5 8.7 17.4 1.4 0.6 1.7 1,7 

1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 57.8 10.3 0.5 8.5 17.2 1.4 0.6 1.7 1.9 

1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 58.9 10.1 0.6 8.2 16.4 1.5 0.6 1.6 2.0 

1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 60.5 9.3 0.6 7.8 15.5 1.6 0.7 1,8 2.1 

1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 63.1 8.6 0.6 7.3 14.0 1.4 0.8 2.0 2.1 

1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 64.8 8.1 0.6 7.1 13.2 1.4 0.7 1.8 2.1 
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 67.1 7.6 0.6 6.6 12.0 1.4 0.8 1.6 2.1 
1971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 68.2 7.2 0.7 6.4 11.1 1.5 0.9 1.6 2.2 
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 68.8 6.9 0.7 6.4 10.7 1.4 0.9 1.8 2.4 

NOTE:ln1970prevbu smarftalslatuswas rermWdbySSregistration StatexAlabanm,Alaska, OalifornlqCermwtkar!, Oeleware,Florid& Georgi%Hawaii, ldaho, Illinois, lrdisna,lcwa, Kemas, 
l(entudry, b-ulsia~ Maine, Maiyfend, Meseatietts, Minneaot%Misslselppl,MissOuri,Montane, Nebrasks,NewHarnpahire, NewJeraey, NewYork, NathCarolina,OregOn, Pem?sylvanie, 
Rtmde Island, 3cuth Dakota, Termessee,Utah, Verrmmt,vi~inla, Wast Vlrginlm Wisccosln, and W@mlng. In 1971-76 the District of Cdwnbia afso reported this Item. After 1976, Iowa no lower 
mPon~ M.In 1979GIOr@o 101~ i~ M% brimi~ t~ to!~ ~ wcIdimJ are= t=k to S8 * Phs tkmCSstrktc4 Cekrmbla for the 197e-e8 period. 
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Table 9. Median �nd mean Interval to remarriage In years by previous marital status of bride and gram: Reporting Statea, 1970-86 

[Basedon sample dala] 

RwbusmalMstai14s of brka FwwL&?meHalstetLIs GfgmOm 

Yaw A d~ nwn&w’ 

1966 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1965 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1934 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1962 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
*an . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1966. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1965 ... . .. . .. . . . . . .. . .. .

1964 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1963 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1962 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
7975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1970, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Mien Irdefvrll 

26 24 4.5 21 21 22 
25 23 4.6 20 20 21 
24 22 4.5 1.9 20 21 
23 21 4.3 1.8 1.8 20 
21 1.9 4.2 1.7 1.7 20 
20 1.9 4.1 1.6 1.6 20 
20 1.8 4.1 1.6 1.6 20 
1.9 1.7 4.3 1.5 1.4 20 
1.8 1.7 3.9 1.4 1.4 1.9 
1.7 1.5 4.1 1.3 1.3 1.9 
1.6 1.4 3.7 1.2 1.1 1.8 
1.6 1.3 3.7 1.2 1.1 1.7 
1.5 1.2 3.6 1.2 1.1 1.7 
1.5 1.2 3.7 1.1 1.0 1.8 
1.4 1.1 3.6 1.1 1.0 1.9 
1.4 1.1 3.6 1.1 1.0 1.8 
1.3 1.0 3.6 1.0 0.9 1.8 

Menn inielvel 

3.9 3.7 6.3 3.4 3.4 3.7 
3.8 3.6 6.5 3.3 3.2 3.7 
3.6 3.4 62 3.2 3.1 3.7 
3.5 3.3 6.1 3.0 3.0 3.5 
3.4 3.1 6.1 29 28 3.4 
3.3 3.0 6.0 28 27 3.5 
3.2 29 6.0 27 26 3.5 
3.2 29 6.0 26 25 3.5 
3.1 28 5.7 25 25 3.3 
3.0 27 5.8 25 23 3.4 
3.0 26 5.6 24 23 3.3 
29 25 5.6 24 2.3 3.2 
29 25 5.5 24 22 3.3 
29 26 5.5 23 22 3.2 
3.0 25 5.7 23 22 3.4 
3.0 26 5.5 24 2.3 3.3 
29 25 5.5 23 22 3.2 
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Table 10. Marriages and mean age at marriage by race and previous maritsi status of bride and groom: 34 reporting States, 1986 

[Sasad on sample date-l 

RemaWage 
Prevk3us 

Wklowedor marital 
First Previous

Y 
PrevbuslY dkoroed statusrid 

Race Total marriage Total divorced wowed not staled stated 

Bride 

Allreoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,212,983 745,909 446,664 377,%7 40,129 343,968 16,410 

We . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,033,451 620,215 399,130 336,950 35,415 26,765 14,106 
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136,792 9s,917 36,6s7 28,966 3,s32 3,6s7 1,20s 
Olherraces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,877 13,696 4,791 4,194 322 275 190 
Race notstatad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,863 12,661 8,076 7,455 660 61 2,908 

Grcmm 

Allreces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,212,983 751,214 444,364 377,873 36,922 29,569 17,405 

White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,031,112 627,200 390,613 333,185 32,649 24,879 13,299 
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142,620 99,403 42,039 33,925 3,676 4,438 1,178 
Otherracas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,295 12,362 3,740 3,266 258 196 193 
Racanotstated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,956 12,249 7,972 7,477 439 56 2,723 

Bride Mean age 

AIIraces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28.4 23.6 36.0 34.3 53.4 34.8 25.4 

White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28.3 23.5 35.9 34.1 54.0 34.5 25.2 
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 28.8 25.7 37.3 35.9 49.0 36.8 28.4 
otherraces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28.0 25.4 35.5 34.9 45.3 34.3 26.3 
Racanotslated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28.0 24.1 35.2 34.1 51.2 31.8 25.2 

Groom 

Allraces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31.0 25.8 39.9 37.9 61.2 3s.5 27.2 

White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31.0 25.5 39.6 37.8 61.5 36.3 27.0 
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31.3 27.3 40.9 39.0 68.8 39.9 29.4 
Otherrsces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.0 27.3 3s.9 37.8 54.7 36.7 30.5 
Ftacenotstated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.6 26.0 36.9 37.6 62.0 34.3 27.1 

‘Dataexcluderemarriages lnScuthCamlina %sedataareinchded in’’Wlcbwedcwdlvorced notstatad.” 

NOTE Ofths428tates in the marriage-registration area in 1986,34 reported race of bride ad groom-Alabq Al=ka, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgi& Hawaii, Idaho, Illlnols, Indl. 
m?a, t(arwas,t(entucky, LculsianqMairw, Mlnresota, Mlssissippl, Mbscurl,Montana, Nebraska, NewHampshire, NewJersey,Norlh Carollna,Oregon, Pennsylvanie,Rtmde lsland,SouthOaro-
Iinu, Smth Dakota, Tenrwssee, Utah, Venmnt, Virginia, Weet Virginia, Wlx.msln, and Wyoming. Those registration areas that did rot report race are Ca.flfornlw Colorado, (ha Oistrict of 
Columbia, lowa,M.@arxf, Mas~iwsetts, Michigan, NewYork,andOhb. 
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Table 11. Marriages and percent distribution by educational attainment of bride and groom, according to previous marital status, and 
mean years of school completed: 21 reporting States, 1986 

Yeats of sctwol completed 

Prevkws marlal status 

Bride 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Single . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Previously married . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Divorced . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Widowed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Widowed ordivorced notsta!ed . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Notstaled . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Groom 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Single . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Prevtcuslymerriad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Divorced . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Widowed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Widowed ordivorced notstated . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Notstatad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Bride 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Single . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Prevlouslymarried . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Divorced . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Wowed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Groom 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Single . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Previouslymarrled . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Divorced . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
widowed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

NOTi30fths42States inthanwriage-reglskation .ueain1986,21 

w 
T(W years 

754,379 18,982 

490,422 8>782 
261,379 10,184 
234,562 7,098 

24,924 3,056 
1,893 30 
2,578 38 

754,379 27,244 

491,027 11,412 
260,990 15,796 
236,637 11,162 

22,713 4,544 
1,640 92 
2,362 34 

100.0 2.8 

Im.o 2.0 
IOQ.O 4.3 
100.0 3.4 
100.0 13.8 

100.0 4.1 

100.0 26 
100.0 6.7 
100.0 5.2 
100.0 224 

9-11 12 13-15 
years years years 

Number 

66,024 275,892 159,016 

51,244 169,959 108,009 
34,682 105,501 52,652 
30,809 95,961 48,563 

3,657 9,046 3,982 

216 492 307 
98 432 155 

79,106 273,307 140,273 

50,148 180,636 91,493 
28,663 92,370 48,649 
26,056 85,733 45,705 

2,637 6,240 2,756 
190 397 169 
75 301 131 

Percent distribution 

12.8 41.1 23.7 

11.8 39.1 24.4 
14.8 45.0 22.5 
14.6 45.4 23.0 
16.5 40.8 18.0 

11.8 40.8 20.9 

11.5 41.5 21.0 
123 39.4 20.6 
12.2 40.3 21.5 
13.0 20.6 13.6 

Maerr 
16 17 years Noi and 

years or more stsL9d madkrr 

89,392 41,230 83,843 13.4 

70,508 28,583 55,356 13.6 
18,744 12,597 26,819 13.0 
16,950 11,773 23,406 13.1 

1,695 739 2,747 123 
89 85 864 . . . 

139 50 1,668 . . . 

93,031 57,731 83,667 13.5 

66,608 35,486 55,244 13.6 
26,343 22,174 26,773 13.2 
23,875 20,377 23,729 13.3 

2,408 1,692 2,437 122 
60 
80 

13.3 

16.2 
8.0 
8.0 
7.6 

13.9 

15.3 
11.2 
11.2 
11.9 

105 607 . . . 
71 1,670 . . . 

6.1 . . . 128 

6.6 . . . 129 
5.4 . . . 127 
5.6 . . . 127 
3.3 . . . 125 

8.6 . . . 128 

8.1 . . . 129 
9.5 . . . 128 
9.6 . . . 128 
8.3 . . . 125 

rerxwtedaducaibn ofbrideamdgroom-Caliia, Canaciicut,Haw”i, lliinois, i@ma$,Kar41Jcky, Lcuisiarq?hine, 
MiasisAppl, Missouri, Montana,Nabraskq NawHampshire,NotihCaroliwRtcdelslmd, Tenrmssse,Utah,Vermor-A,Virgini4 Wisconsinand Wyoming. 
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Technical notes 

Place and time of occurrence 

Marriages and marriage rates for 
States and other areas are by place of 
occurrence. Marriages are those per-
formed during the calendar year. 

Sources of data 

Figures in tables 1–3 sre based on 
totals reported by States and counties, 
except for New York City, where the 
count of marriages was taken from the 
100-percent sample of marriage 
records. Figures in tables 4-11 are 
based on data tabulated from 
State-coded data tapes and from prob
ability samples of records selected and 
coded in the National Center for 
Health Statistics (NCHS) from copies 
of the records sent by States participat
ing in the marriageregistration area 
(MRA). In 1986 the MRA consisted of 
the District of Columbia and all except 
eight States—f%izon~ Arkansas, 
Nevad% New Mexico, North Dakota, 
Oklahomz Texas, and Washington. 
Marriages performed in the MRA in
cluded 77 percent of the marriages reg
istered in the United States in 1986 and 
79 percent in 1976. 

Nonlicensed (confidential) 
marriages for California 

Section 4213 of the California Civil 
Code allows unmarried couples who 
have been living together to be married 
confidentially without obtaining a mar
riage license or health certificate. In 
March 1972 this section was amended 
to require county clerks to keep ~ealed 
reeords of these marriages and to re-
port periodically the total number to 
the California State Department of 
Health Services. Since reporting began, 
nonlicensed marriages have increased 
rapidly, from 2,857 in 1973 to 83,773 in 
1986. NCHS has not included the non-
licensed California marriages in totals 
or rates for years prior to 1978. How-
ever, beginning with final statistics for 
1978, nonlicensed marriag% which to
taled 37,462 in that year, are included 
in the national and geographic totals 
and rates. 

Marriage sample 

Twelve States—Florida, Illinois, 
Maine, Mksouri, Montan~ Nebraska, 
New Hampshire, New York (except 
New York City), Rhode Island, South 
Carolin% Vermont, and Virginia-sup-
plied State-coded data tapes of all their 
marriage records through the Vital Sta
tistics Cooperative Program, and 100 
pereent of these records were used by 
NCHS. For all other States in the 
MR~ records were sampled at rates 
designed to give a sample of at least 
2,500 for each State. AU records were 
included in the samples for Delaware, 
the District of Columbi~ and Wyoming, 
where totals of less than 5,000 mar
riages had been expected, and for New 
York City and Wisconsin. All other 
States were sampled at 5,10,20, or 50 
percent, depending on the number of 
marriages in the State. The total sample 
size, including records supplied through 
the Vital Statistics Cooperative Pro-
gram, was 782,881 marriages. Sampling 
errors shown in table I are for frequen
cies that equal a specified percent of 
the total MM marriages. 

Nonlicensed marriages registered 
in California are not available for 
inclusion in the MRA marriage sample. 

Table L Approximate sampiing errors of 
estimated number of marriages shown in 
table 6 Marriage-registration area, 1986 

Psnwrt of total MRA S17@rrg 
mRrr18g.%insubclass mwr 

lor9S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39s 
2or9S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SS7 
3or97 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 678 

4or9S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . m 

5or95 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 807 

7or93 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,015 
100r90 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,19s 
150r85 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,420 

200r SO. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,591 
250r75 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,722 

50 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,eae 

HOW TO USE THE SAMPUNG ERROR TA8LE Tlw total 
numberC4MR4 marrhgas In 1SS8 (axckling rxmllcamed 
Oaliforriamarriap) was 1,SS4,744.ForMY sstimateof mar
riagasshniminW 6, deteanirmitsparcati oftha toial MR4 
nmrrkgsa.ThanlookinthatablecfaarnpHnQenorsforttw rcw 
conlairing the mrnputsd parwti to rktetine tha sampling 
errorfor tha astin-wtadrumbar of marriagaafor thn par. For 
exampb, in 1SS8 tbra warn sn sstirmted 8s2,03s rSrWM
riagsa of woman, or 34.9 psrcsrd c4 all 19S8 rmhgaa. 
Bacus34.9i8 bdwaan2Sand EO per* thaaampllng 
ermris batweeml,722and I,S@, W, by i~ 1,S2S 
remarriages.ThOchsncas araabouts9uit Orlootlnrtkm 
actual numbarof 1W8 ramwdagaala katvmenSS0240 and 
S3s,ara (s32,08s * 1,828). 

The 5-percent sample of California 
marriages for 1986 was drawn only 
from licensed marriages. The mrre
sponding weights for sample records 
were based on these totals. Because no 
information is available on the charac
teristics of persons obtaining nonli
censed marriages, no accurate estimate 
is available for the bias introduced in 
sample estimates by the omission of 
these marriages. 

Sampling errors 

All statistics for the MRA are esti
mates based on the systematic sample 
of marriages described above; there-
fore, these statistics are subject to sam
pling errors. The sampling error is a 
measure of variation that occurs by 
chance between sample estimates and 
the actual quantity being estimated. 
The chance is about 68 in 100 that’ 
an estimate would differ from the true 
value by less than the sampling error 
and about 95 in 100 that the differ
ence would be less than twice the 
sampling error. 

Population denominators 

Marriage rates for the MRA by age, 
s% and previous marital status for 
1984, 1985, and 1986 are bawd on un
published population estimates as of 
July 1, prepared by the U.S. Bureau of 
the Census (5). National and Nate rates 
for 1986 are based on population esti
mates as of July 1 published b:ythe U.S. 
Bureau of the Census (6). 

Computation of percent 
distributions, medians, and 
means 

Figures for marriage order and 
previous marital status not stated were 
subtracted from figures for marriages 
used as denomimtors before medians 
were computed. Computations of 
median and mean age at marriage were 
based on tabulations of ungrouped 
data. 

NCYIE A list of references foliows the text. 
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Nonreporting bias 1986 marriage order for brides was not The percent not stated for grooms was 
stat ed on 2 pereent of the MRA similar. 

Age was more than 99 percent records. No allocation of missing data 
complete on marriage records, but in was done before rates were calculated. 
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This report represents summary tabulations from the final marriage statistics for 
1986. More detailed tabulations for 1986 will be published in Wd Stat&ics of the 
United States, Volume 111—Maniage and Divorce. Prior to the publication of that 
volume; the National Center for Health Statistics will respond to requests for 
unpublished data whenever Possl%le. 
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