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Health Characteristics of Persons

With Chronic Activity Limitation

by Barbara A. Feller, M.A., Division of Health Interview Statistics

Highlights

Limitation of activity due to one or more chronic
conditions or impairments, as used in the National
Health Interview Survey, involves three degrees of
limitation: limited, but not in major activity; limited
in amount or kind of major activity; or unable to
carry on major activity. In 1979, an estimated 31.5
million persons had some degree of chronic activity
limitation.

The most severe chronic activity limitation
includes persons who are unable to carry on major
activity. An estimated 7.9 million persons were
unable to carry on major activity in 1979,

The intermediate category includes persons who
are limited in amount or kind of major activity—for
example, workers limited in amount or kind of work
performed, housewives restricted in amount or kind
of housework, school-age children limited to certain
types of school or in school attendance, and pre-
school children restricted in amount or kind of play
with other children. In 1979, an estimated 15.6
million persons were limited in amount or kind of
major activity.

The least severe limitation category includes
persons who are limited, but not in major activity.
For example, these persons who are not limited in
major activity but are otherwise limited are restricted
in relation to activities other than major activity, such
as recreational, church, or civic interests. In 1979, an
estimated 8.0 million persons were limited, but not in
major activity. Examples of each type of chronic
activity limitation are provided in appendix II in the
section entitled ‘“Terms relating to disability.”

Chronic activity limitation has an impact on
health services utilization and on disability days. The
14.6 percent of the civilian noninstitutionalized
population with chronic activity limitation accounted
for about 29 percent of the total number of physician
visits, 40 percent of the total number of short-stay

hospital discharges, and 58 percent of the total
number of days spent in short-stay hospitals in 1979
(figure 1). Although persons with chronic activity
limitation had about 14 percent of the acute illnesses,
they experienced about one-half (each) of the total
number of restricted-activity and bed-disability days
(figure 2).

Age-adjusted rates for selected health services
utilization data indicate that the number of physician
visits per person with any degree of limitation was 9.6
in contrast with 3.9 physician visits per person with
no activity limitation. The age-adjusted number of
hospital discharges per 100 persons was 35.2 for
limited and 10.0 for not limited persons. The
age-adjusted percent of persons with at least one
hospital episode during the preceding year was 21.0
per person with limitation, compared with 8.2 for
persons with no chronic limitation. About 36.1
percent (age-adjusted) of persons with the most
severe limitation had at least one short-stay hospital
episode, contrasted with 14.7 percent of those with
the least severe limitation.

Persons who were chronically limited had
relatively more bed-disability and restricted-activity
days than persons with no limitation had. The
age-adjusted rates for bed-disability days per year
were 18.3 per limited person and 4.2 per person with
no limitation. Although the age-adjusted rate
indicated 41.1 bed days per person unable to carry on
major activity, the corresponding rate was 7.5 per
person limited, but not in major activity.

In this report, selected health characteristics of
the estimated civilian noninstitutionalized popula-
tion reported as having chronic activity limitation are
compared with those of the remainder of the popula-
tion free of such restrictions. Health services utiliza-
tion data and disability data are described. Utilization
data such as physician visits, dental visits, and short-
stay hospitalization are included. Disability data
described include the number of restricted-activity
days, the number of bed-disability days, the incidence
of acute illnesses, and the number of persons injured.

1
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Figure 1. Percent of total for selected health services utilization characteristics reported for persons with chronic activity limitation:
United States, 1979
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Figure 2. Percent of total for selected disability characteristics reported for persons with chronic activity limitation: United States, 1979




Source and limitations of the data

The information from the National Health Inter-
view Survey (NHIS) presented in this report is based
on data collected in a continuing nationwide survey
conducted by household interview. A probability
sample of households is interviewed each week by
trained personnel of the U.S. Bureau of the Census to
obtain information about the health and other char-
acteristics of each member of the household in the
civilian noninstitutionalized population.

During the 52 weeks in 1979, the sample con-
sisted of approximately 42,000 households con-
taining about 111,000 persons living at the time of
the interview, The total noninterview rate was about
3.9 percent—2.2 percent of which was due to re-
spondent refusal and the remainder was primarily due
to an inability to locate an eligible respondent at
home after repeated calls.

The population base figures used in computing
most of the rates and percents in this report are
shown in table 1.

A description of the survey design, methods used
in estimation, and general qualifications of the data
obtained from this survey is provided in appendix I.
The estimates in this report are subject to sampling
error, because they are based on a sample of the pop-

ulation. Therefore, particular attention should be
paid to the section entitled “Reliability of estimates.”
Sampling errors for most of the estimates are rela-
tively low. However, where an estimated number or
the numerator or denominator of a rate or percent-
age is small, the sampling error may be high. Charts of
relative sampling errors and instructions for their use
are presented in appendix I.

Terms used here are defined in appendix II.
Appendix III contains portions of the questionnaire
applicable to this report. A complete facsimile of the
questionnaire used in the interview is provided in
Vital and Health Statistics, Series 10, No. 136.1

In this report, terms such as “similar” and “the
same” mean that no statistically significant difference
exists between the statistics being compared. Terms
relating to difference such as “‘greater than™ or “less
than” indicate that differences are statistically signif-
icant. The #-test with a critical value of 1.96 (0.05
level of significance) was used to test comparisons
that are discussed. Lack of comment regarding the
difference between any two statistics does not mean
that the difference was tested and found to be not
significant.



Utilization of health services

Three types of data on health services utilization
are presented: physician visits, dental visits, and hos-
pitalizations. Data on visits include the number of
visits and the percent of persons with one or more
visits, Hospitalization data include the number of
short-stay hospital discharges and the percent of per-
sons with at least one short-stay hospital episode.

Physician visits

In 1979, about 3 in every 10 physician visits
(29.3 percent) were reported for persons with chronic
activity limitation. A higher number of visits per per-
son was reported for those with limitation (9.5) than
for those with no limitation (3.9). Generally, the rate
ranged from 6.5 for those limited, but not in major
activity, to 11.9 for those unable to carry on major
activity (table 2). Figure 3 shows the number of
physician visits per person by chronic activity limita-
tion status and age.

Overall, limited persons made about 6.2 physician
visits per person in the office compared with about
2.7 for persons with no activity limitation (table 3).
The number of office visits per person unable to carry
on major activity was higher than for persons limited,
but not in major activity, except for persons 65 years
of age and over, where this difference was not
statistically significant.

In 1979, 87.4 percent of limited persons (27.5
million) contacted a physician at least once within
the interview year (table 4). In contrast, 73.0 percent
of those without activity restrictions (134.4 million)
contacted a physician. Table 4 provides the number
and percent of persons with one or more physician
visits within a year of the interview, by chronic activ-
ity limitation status, sex, and age.

Dental visits

An estimated 50.9 million dental visits, or 1 visit
in every 7, were made by persons with chronic
activity limitation (table 5). The number of dental

visits per limited person was generally not sig-
nificantly different from the number per person with
no limitation, except for persons 65 years of age and
over. In the latter group, the rate of dental visits was
lower for limited than for not limited persons. The
number of dental visits and the number per person
are shown by chronic activity limitation status, sex,
and age in table 5.

Approximately 12.5 million limited persons (39.8
percent) made at least one dental visit in 1979 (table
6). Proportionately fewer persons with chronic activ-
ity limitation generally made at least one dental visit
than those with no limitation did (39.8 percent com-
pared with 51.9 percent). However, for persons under
17 years of age, the percent was higher for limited
than for not limited persons (55.0 percent compared
with 50.8 percent). Regarding the degree of limita-
tion, those with the most severe limitation were rela-
fively less likely to have seen a dentist at least once
(26.9 percent) than those with the least severe restric-
tion were (51.2 percent). Furthermore, a lower per-
cent of those who were unable o carry on a major
activity (26.9 percent) visited the dentist at least once
than those who were limited in amount or kind of
major activity did (40.5 percent). Figure 4 shows the
percent of persons in each chronic activity limitation
status with one or more dental visits, by age.

Short-stay hospital use

Representing about two-fifths of all discharges
from short-stay hospitals, persons with chronic activ-
ity limitation accounted for 12.1 million of the total
30.1 million discharges (table 7). Variation occurred
among the limitation categories in that the most
severely limited group experienced higher numbers of
hospital discharges per 100 persons than the least
severely limited category did. Generally, the rate
ranged from 20.8 per person limited, but not in major
activity, to 64.1 per person unable to carry on major
activity (table 7).



Approximately three-fifths (58 percent) of all
hospital days were reported for limited persons, who
experienced 136.7 million of the 235.7 million total
days (table 8). The average length of stay was gen-
erally higher for persons with chronic activity limita-
tion (11.3 days) than for those free from these health
problems (5.5 days).

About one-fourth of all limited persons (7.3 mil-
lion) had at least one short-stay hospital episode
(table 9). This percent was substantially larger than
that for persons not limited (8.1). The percent for

persons with the most severe limitation was higher
than that for persons with the least severe chronic
activity limitation. For example, overall, about one-
third of those who were unable to carry on major
activity were hospitalized at least once within a year
of the interview compared with about one-seventh of
those who were limited, but not in major activity.
Figure 5 shows the percent of persons in each limita-
tion status with one or more short-stay hospital
episodes by age.
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Figure 3. Number of physician visits per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status and age: United States, 1979
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Figure 4. Percent of persons with one or more dental visits within a year of interview, by chronic activity limitation status and age:
United States, 1979
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United States, 1979



Disability data by chronic activity

limitation status

The NHIS concept of “chronic activity limita-
tion” involves long-term disability. Chronic activity
limitation refers to long-term reduction in activity
because of one or more chronic conditions or impair-
ments and describes one’s ability to perform the usual
activity of a person in a certain age-sex category.

Other types of disability data are also available
from the NHIS. Data on days of disability associated
with acute illness or injury or a current episode of
disability associated with chronic disease or impair-
ment? are also collected in the NHIS. Thus, for
example, a person with chronic activity limitation
because of arthritis may have episodes of illness due
to flare-ups in the arthritis and may also have experi-
enced acute illnesses or injuries at other times that
resulted in restricted activity or bed disability.?

Two types of disability days are shown by
chronic activity limitation status in this section—
restricted-activity and bed-disability days. Data on
the incidence of acute illness and number of persons
injured are also presented by chronic activity limita-
tion status.

Disability days

Persons with chronic activity limitation reported
about one-half of the total number of restricted-
activity days, or an estimated 2.2 billion of the total
4.1 billion restricted-activity days (table 10). A sub-
stantially larger number of restricted-activity days per
person (69.1) was reported for persons with chronic
activity limitation than for those with no such limita-
tion (10.5).

The number of restricted-activity days varied by
degree of chronic activity limitation. Generally, the
days per person were relatively higher among persons
with more severe chronic activity limitation than
among those with less severe limitation. For example,
33.9 restricted-activity days per person were reported
for those limited, but not in major activity, 63.8 per
person limited in amount or kind of major activity,

and 115.4 per person unable to carry on major activ-
ity. (However, for persons under 17 years of age, this
pattern did not appear to be consistently significant.)
Figure 6 shows the number of restricted-activity days
per person by chronic activity limitation status and
age.

Persons with chronic activity limitation ac-
counted for about one-half of the total number of
bed-disability days, thus resulting in about 676
million of the total 1.5 billion bed-disability days
(table 11). The rate per limited person was consid-
erably higher than that per person with no chronic
limitation (21.5 compared with 4.2).

Regarding the degree of limitation, the number of
bed days per person generally increased with the
severity of chronic activity limitation: 7.6 bed-
disability days per person limited, but not in major
activity; 16.9 per person limited in amount or kind of
major activity; and 44.6 per person unable to carry
on major activity.

Acute illnesses and persons injured

Limited persons were estimated to have had
about 1 out of every 7 acute conditions in 1979—
about 66.2 million of the 464.5 million fotal (table
12). Persons with limitations had relatively more
acute conditions than those with no limitation in
each age category had. However, a consistent signif-
icant pattern did not appear among the degrees of
limitation that held for each age category. The inci-
dence of acute conditions per 100 persons per year is
shown by chronic activity limitation status and age in
figure 7.

About 10.3 million persons injured had chronic
activity limitation (table 13). The number of persons
injured generally did not show significant variation
between limited and not limited persons, except for
persons 65 years of age and over. For example, the
overall number of persons injured per 100 persons
with chronic activity limitation and those per 100
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persons with no limitation was 32.8 and 31.9, per 100 persons with chronic activity limitation were
respectively. This difference is small enough to be found than those with no limitation—25.2 compared
attributed to sampling variability. For persons 65 with 12.3, respectively.

years of age and over, however, more persons injured
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Figure 6. Number of restricted-activity days per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status and age: United States, 1979



Incidence of acute conditions per 100 persons per year
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Table 1. Number and percent distribution of persons by chronic activity limitation status, according to sex and age: United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |, Definitions of terms are given in appendix 111

With limitation of activity

With no .
.. .. Limited
Sex and age All limita- Limited, in amount Unable to
persons tion of Total but not or kind carry on
activity in majoi of major ma/'ar1
activity activity} activity
Both sexes Number of persons in thousands
Allages . ...ttt e e e 215,723 184,227 31,496 8,019 15,603 7,874
Under 1T7vears . ......c.vuiirninneenennn 58,250 55,959 2,291 1,059 1,123 109
T7-44 YEaIS . v i ittt it i e e e 90,673 82,667 8,006 2,993 4,003 1,010
AB-BAYRArS . v ittt et et e 43,457 33,005 10,452 2,368 5,277 2,808
Bbyearsandover ... ...l i e 23,343 12,595 10,747 1,599 5,200 3,947
Male
Allages . .. .i it i i e e e 104,097 88,760 15,337 3,775 5,773 5,789
Under 17vyears . .....c.iieirerennneennns 29,714 28,404 1,310 601 652 57
T17-44YEaIS & o i vt ittt et e e 43,993 39,920 4,073 1,576 1,764 733
A5-BAYears . .. .. it e e 20,773 15,641 5,232 1,097 1,895 2,240
B5vyearsandover .. .... ... it 9,617 4,895 4,721 501 1,462 2,758
Female
Alages . ...ttt i e e 111,626 95,467 16,159 4,244 9,830 2,086
Under 17vears ........coveervnneennsnn 28,637 27,555 981 457 471 53
T7-44¥ears . v v v v it i ittt i e e e 46,680 42,747 3,933 1,417 2,239 277
AB-BAYears . v vttt it e e e e 22,684 17,464 5,219 1,271 3,382 567
B5vyearsandover . . ... .. i e i e 13,726 7,700 6,026 1,099 3,738 1,189
Both sexes Percent distribution
Allages . ... . ittt i e e e 100.0 85.4 14.6 3.7 7.2 3.7
Under 17vears . .......cuniiiniennnnnnan 100.0 96.1 3.9 1.8 1.9 0.2
1744 years . .. .t i e e e 100.0 91.2 8.8 3.3 4.4 1.1
AB-BAYEars v v vt e e e 100.0 75.9 24.1 5.4 12.1 6.5
B5yearsand over ... ... ..t ii i, 100.0 54.0 46.0 6.9 22.3 16.9
Male
Allages . ...ttt it i i e e 100.0 85.3 14.7 3.6 5.5 5.6
Under 17vears .........0iviiiimennnns 100.0 95.6 4.4 2.0 2.2 0.2
17-44 years . @i v it ittt i e e e 100.0 90.7 9.3 3.6 4.0 1.7
A5-BAYEars . .. it it 100.0 74.8 25.2 5.3 9.1 10.8
B5yearsand OVer . ... v v ittt e e 100.0 50.9 49.1 b.2 156.2 28.7
Female

Allages . ...t it e e e e e 100.0 85.5 14.5 3.8 8.8 1.9
Under 17 vears ... .. vin i it i enennenn 100.0 96.6 3.4 1.6 1.7 0.2
T7-44 years . . .o i i ettt e e e 100.0 91.6 8.4 3.0 4.8 0.6
ABBAYEAIS . . v ittt e e e 100.0 77.0 23.0 5.6 14.9 2.5
B5vyearsand over . ... ...t 100.0 56.1 43.9 8.0 27.2 8.7

1Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the United States in
Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Table 2. Number of physician visits and number of physician visits per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and age:
United States, 1979

{Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 111

With limitation of activity

With no ..
All limita- Limited, : Limited Unable to
Sex and age . in amount

persons tion of Total but not or kind carry on
activity in I:I‘l"?jO!]' of major m:?j:0f1

activity activity activity

Both sexes Number of physician visits in thousands
Allages . ... v i it it i e s e 1,021,986 722,452 299,535 52,475 163,679 93,381
Under T7vyears . v v v v vv s cnnnnenersenn 241,163 219,467 21,685 5,483 14,559 1,643
17-44 years . v v v v ittt i 405,335 327,790 77,546 21,320 40,059 16,166
A5-BAyears . ... i it 227,292 120,598 106,694 15,6567 55,402 35,725
65yearsandover . ... ... 0 e i e 148,207 54,697 93,610 10,105 43,658 39,847
Male
Allages . v vt ittt s i i e e 421,832 294,248 127,585 18,075 48,306 61,204
Under17years . .« v oo vt v i tnnnenoses 124,579 112,757 11,823 2,098 8,882 *843
1744 years v v e evint it nnnnnnnns 142,998 113,117 20,881 7,499 13,165 9,227
A5BAYRAIS v v i v st a it 97,555 49,905 47,650 5,425 16,374 25,851
BEyearsandover ... ... ... 56,701 18,469 38,232 3,053 9,896 25,283
Female
| T . 600,154 428,204 171,950 34,400 105,373 32,178
Undert7vyears . .. ... vieninaeen.. 116,573 106,711 9,863 3,385 5,677 *801
1744 years v .o vvivn st te e innasnnnss 262,337 214,672 47,665 13,821 26,905 6,939
A5-BAVEAIS . . vttt a i n e e 129,737 70,693 59,044 10,142 39,029 9,874
B5yearsandover ...... ..o e 91,506 36,128 55,378 7,052 33,762 14,564
Both sexes Number of physician visits per person per year
| I T TN 4.7 3.9 9.5 6.5 9.8 119
Under 17years .o oo vv v inionnnsvnons 4.1 3.9 9.5 5.2 13.0 15.1
1744 VYEArS . v vt i vn i ittt et te e 4.5 4.0 9.7 741 10.0 16.0
4564 YEars . ...t 5.2 3.7 10.2 6.6 10.5 12.7
Gbyearsandover . ..... .0t enenn 6.3 4.3 8.7 6.3 8.4 10.1
Male
Allages . v vt v v v it e i e e 4.1 3.3 8.3 4.8 8.4 10.6
Under 17vears . . ..o iveernmcenansonns 4.2 4.0 9.0 3.5 13.6 *14.8
174 years . ..o v i iii et 3.3 2.8 7.3 4.8 7.5 12.6
A5-BAYEArS v v v v v v, 4.7 3.2 9.1 4.9 8.6 115
BEyearsand over ... v i it b.9 3.8 8.1 6.1 6.8 9.2
Female

Allages . oo i vttt it et b.4 4.5 10.6 8.1 10.7 15.4
Under 17years . oo oot ieveveeonnnonens 4.1 3.9 10.1 7.4 121 *15.1
T7-44 years ... vt it ii s 5.6 5.0 12.1 9.8 12.0 25.1
A5-64YRars . . v v vttt i e et 5.7 4.0 113 8.0 11.5 17.4
G5vyearsandover . ... .. i i i 6.7 4.7 9.2 6.4 9.0 12.2

1Ma]or activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in schoo! or preschool activities.
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Table 3. Number of physician visits in the office and number of physician office visits per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex,
and age: United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix |1]

With limitation of activity

With no Limited
s All limita- Limited, Limite Unable to
ex and age . in amount
persons tion of Total but not Kind carry on
activity ot in major or xin major
activity 1 of major activity
activity
Both sexes Number of physician office visits in thousands
Allages ...ttt it e 694,245 499,983 194,262 36,831 102,382 55,049
Under17vyears ........ccieiiieannnnnn. 151,540 139,312 12,228 3,794 7,237 1,197
1744 years . .. .ot ittt i i e e 278,350 227,533 50,817 14,410 26,229 10,178
A5-BAvyears . .. ..ttt e e 157,211 89,757 67,455 10,706 36,569 20,179
B5yearsand oOvVer ... .. v ittt i 107,143 43,381 63,761 7,920 32,347 23,494
Male
CAAgES L. e e i e e 279,446 200,189 79,257 12,704 30,032 36,521
Under17years .......cuoviinneneenneenn 80,043 73,714 6,329 1,462 4,283 *584
T7-44 years . v v it ittt e e e 94,520 75,711 18,809 5,281 7,382 6,146
AB-BAYears . ... ittt i e e, 66,604 37,051 29,554 3,650 11,161 14,743
Bbyearsand over ... .. it i e e 38,279 13,713 24,566 2,312 7,206 15,048
Female
CAllages ... e e e e 414,799 299,794 115,005 24,126 72,350 18,5629
Under17vyears .........uuiuiuennnnnn. 71,497 65,598 5,900 2,332 2,954 *613
17-44 years . ..o ot it it et e e 183,830 151,822 32,009 9,129 18,847 4,032
ABBAYREArS o . v i it it i e e e 90,607 52,706 37,901 7,057 25,408 5,436
B5yearsandover .. ... ... .. it e e 68,864 29,668 39,196 5,609 25,141 8,446
Both sexes Number of physician office visits per person per year
Allages . ..ttt it e i e e 3.2 2.7 6.2 46 6.6 7.0
Under17vyears .......iivtinenennnnennn 2.6 2.5 5.3 3.6 6.4 11.0
17-44 years . ..o ittt i i i e e 341 2.8 6.3 4.8 6.6 10.1
A5-BAVYears . .. ...t i i e e e 3.6 2.7 6.5 45 6.9 7.2
Bbyearsandover .. .... ...t 4.6 34 5.9 5.0 6.2 6.0
Male
Allages . ...ttt n ittt nneennnenneas 2,7 2.3 5.2 3.4 5.2 6.3
Under17years ........c.viiiiniennnnnns 2.7 2.6 4.8 24 6.6 *10.2
A Y 2.1 1.9 4.6 34 4.2 8.4
AB-BAYears . ...t i e 3.2 2.4 5.6 3.3 5.9 6.6
B5yearsandover . .. ... ... 0 e 4.0 2.8 5.2 4.6 4.9 5.5
Female
Allages ... .viii ittt ittt 3.7 3.1 7.1 5.7 7.4 8.9
Under 17vears ........covviinnennennnas 2.5 2.4 6.0 5.1 6.3 *11.6
17-44YearS « o i ittt i e e e 3.9 3.6 8.1 6.4 8.4 14.6
A58 Years .« v vt i e e e e 4.0 3.0 7.3 5.6 7.5 9.6
B5yearsand Over . ... ittt e 5.0 3.9 6.5 5.1 6.7 71

1Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.

14



Table 4. Number and percent of persons with one or more physician visits within a year of interview, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and
age: United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix i)

With limitation of activity

All g Limited Limited Unable to

Sex and age Imita fmited, in amount nadle
persons tion of Total but not or kind carry on

activity in major . major

et of major .
activity activi ty1 activity
Both sexes Number of persons in thousands
AllageS v iv ittt e i e 161,930 134,418 27,512 6,736 13,792 6,984
Under 17years . ..vvvneeineennnnnn 44,055 42,035 2,020 914 1,000 106
1744 years . . ..o vv it ii i 67,253 60,375 6,878 2,510 3,488 880
45-B4Years .. iiin i 31,985 22,803 9,182 1,941 4,686 2,555
Boyearsand over .+ v v v v e 18,637 9,205 9,432 1,371 4,618 3,443
Male
Allages ......... et 73,185 60,313 12,872 3,013 4,783 5,076
Under17vears .......coiinnienn.. 22,577 21,427 1,150 517 578 55
1744 vyears . ..o i vt i e e 28,864 25,545 3,319 1,233 1,440 645
A5-64Years o . v v vttt it 14,447 9,992 4,455 871 1,568 2,016
GByearsandover . ... .0 it i 7,298 3,350 3,948 392 1,196 2,361
Female
| T 88,745 74,105 14,640 3,723 9,010 1,907
Under17vears ........cevvennenn. 21478 20,609 869 397 421 51
17444 years . ......... e 38,389 34,830 3,560 1,276 2,048 235
A5-64vyears . .. . i e e i i e 17,639 12,811 4,728 1,070 3,118 539
G65yearsandover ... ... .. i e, 11,339 5,855 5,483 980 3,422 1,082
Both sexes Percent
Allages ........... e 75.1 73.0 87.4 84.0 884 88.7
Under 17vyears .......oueueeeenn 75.6 75.1 88.2 86.3 89.0 97.2
1744 years . . . vt it vt i it e 74.2 73.0 85.9 83.9 87.1 87.1
AB-BAyears . .. v ittt 73.6 69.1 87.8 82.0 88.8 91.0
B5yearsandover . ... ... i e e 79.8 73.1 87.8 85.7 88.8 87.2
Male
Allages oo iii ittt i e 70.3 68.0 83.9 79.8 829 87.7
Under17vyears ..........c0..ooan. 76.0 75.4 87.8 86.0 88.7 96.5
1744 years . v v vttt it e e 65.6 64.0 81.6 78.2 81.6 88.0
AB-BAYears . .. vt h i n e e 69.5 64.3 85.1 79.4 82.7 90.0
Bhyearsandover .. ... i i e oL 75.9 68.4 83.6 78.2 81.8 85.6
Female

AlLages v ittt i i i 79.5 77.6 90.6 87.7 91.7 91.4
Under17vears .............c..... 75.3 74.8 88.6 86.9 89.4 96.2
17-44 YRaArS + v v v v vttt e e 82.2 81.5 90.5 90.0 91.5 84.8
AB-BAVYeArS + . v vt i vt et 77.3 73.4 90.6 84.2 92.2 95.1
BB yearsand over v o v i h i e e e 82.6 76.0 91.0 89.2 91.5 91.0

1Ma]or activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 5. Number of dental visits and number of dental visits per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and age:
United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

With limitation of activity

With no P
All limita- Limited, Limited Unable to
Sex and age . in amount

persons tion of Total but not or kind carry on

activity in major of major major

activity activity 1 activity

Both sexes Number of dental visits in thousands
Allages ... iviit it iinetenocennsans 366,270 315,421 50,850 17,004 26,349 7,497
Under17vyears .......uievenneneennenns 93,893 90,045 3,848 2,372 1,476 -
17-44 years . ..o i it i et e 156,350 141,598 14,751 6,441 7,388 *923
A5-BAYears . . i ittt e et e 83,004 64,135 18,869 4,880 10,130 3,859
Bbyearsandover .. ....... i 33,024 19,643 13,381 3,311 7,355 2,715
Male
Allages ... .uier et tnnnrtareinoeenas 161,811 139,621 22,191 6,644 10,141 5,405
Under 1T7years . .....uveinneroannnansas 44,532 42,815 1,717 *856 *862 -
1744 vyears . ..ot v i it i ittt et e 66,416 59,849 6,568 3,361 2,735 *472
AB-6AVYears . .. ...ttt it e 38,391 29,570 8,822 1,738 4,196 2,887
Boyearsand Over . . .. vt ittt r e e e 12,471 7,387 5,084 *689 2,348 2,046
Female
Allages ...t vvi ittt i ettt 204,459 175,800 28,659 10,360 16,208 2,091
Under 17years .......cvieeeenneeenenns 49,360 47,230 2,131 1,516 *614 -
1744 years o oo v vi i v it i i it 89,933 81,750 8,184 3,080 4,653 *451
AB-BAYEars . v v i it it e 44,612 34,565 10,047 3,142 5,934 971
Bbyearsandover . ... ... i e e 20,5653 12,255 8,298 2,622 5,007 *669
Both sexes Number of dental visits per person per year
Allages ... vttt ettt iaens 1.7 1.7 1.6 2.1 1.7 1.0
Under T7vears . ....ievrernnennnsnnenes 1.6 1.6 1.7 2.2 1.3 -
1744 ¥ears . . oottt i et e e e 1.7 1.7 1.8 2.2 1.8 *0.9
AB-BAYears . .. i i it 1.9 1.9 1.8 2.1 1.9 1.4
Bbhvearsand over . . .. i e i h e e e 1.4 1.6 1.2 2.1 1.4 0.7
Male
Allages ... ..ot ieneinotinnnesnes 1.6 1.6 1.4 1.8 1.8 0.9
Under 17vyears .......oieeeennnnnenesn 1.5 1.5 1.3 *1.4 *1.3 -
1744 years . .. v it i i i e e 1.5 1.5 1.6 2.1 1.6 *0.6
A5-BA Years . .. i ittt e e 1.8 1.9 1.7 1.6 2.2 1.3
Boyearsand Over .. .. h i ih et i s e 1.3 1.5 1.1 *1.4 1.6 0.7
Female

Alfages . ...t in ittt tantienas 1.8 1.8 1.8 2.4 1.6 1.0
Under 17vyears .......c.iiiiiinnennnnns 1.7 1.7 2.2 3.3 *1.3 -
1744 YeaIS & vttt it i e et e e 1.9 1.9 2.1 2.2 2.1 *1.6
A5-64Years . . v v i v vttt 2.0 2.0 1.9 2.5 1.8 1.7
B5yearsand Over . ... ..ttt it i e 1.6 1.6 1.4 2.4 1.3 *0.6

1Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 6. Number and percent of persons with one or more dental visits within a year of interview, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and age:

United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]

With limitation of activity

With no .
All limita- Limited, Limited Unable to
Sex and age . in amount

persons tion of Total but not or kind carry on

activity in f.n?jor of major l;r.aj.t:r1

activity activity1 activity

Both sexes Number of persons in thousands
Allages ..ottt it e e e e e e 108,209 95,662 12,547 4,104 6,322 2,121
Under17vears .......c.ciciiinnnnennnnn. 29,666 28,405 1,260 727 512 *22
17-44 years & .ot it ittt i e e 49,571 45,509 4,062 1,661 2,011 390
A5-BAYears .. ...ttt i i e e 21,307 17,031 4,276 1,153 2,203 920
B5yearsand over ... ..ottt e, 7,665 4,717 2,948 563 1,596 790
Male
Allages ...t i i e i e e 50,350 44,375 5,975 2,002 2,400 1,673
Under 17 years ..... e e e 14,857 14,145 711 413 289 *9
T17-44 years . @i iii ittt e e i e e 22,517 20,593 1,924 840 807 277
4564 vyears ... ... e n., e e 9,966 7,872 2,094 575 820 699
65 yearsandover . .... et e e 3,011 1,765 1,246 174 485 587
Female
Allages ..ottt i e e e e e e 57,858 51,286 6,572 2,102 3,922 548
Under 17years .. veennecnneennneennenn. 14,809 14,260 549 314 223 *12
17-44 years . .o v ittt i i i e e 27,055 24,917 2,138 822 1,204 112
AB-BAYears . .. i .ttt e i e e e 11,341 9,158 2,183 578 1,384 221
BByearsandover . ... ... e 4,654 2,952 1,702 389 1,111 203
Both sexes Percent
Allages i it i e i e e e 50.2 51.9 39.8 51.2 405 26.9
Under 17 vears .. .vvn it e iiennn e anns 50.9 50.8 55.0 68.6 45.6 *20.2
T7-44 ¥ears « v i vttt e i i i e e 54,7 55.1 50.7 55.5 50.2 38.6
A5-BAYEArS « ittt e e 49.0 51.6 40.9 48.7 41.7 328
BB5yearsandover . ....... .. i i 32.8 375 27.4 35.2 30.7 20.0
Male
Allages ... i i i e e 48.4 50.0 39.0 53.0 41.6 27.2
Under17vyears ....... e e e e 50.0 49.8 54.3 68.7 44.3 *15.8
T7-44 ¥ears & v o vttt e et et e 51.2 51.6 47.2 53.3 45.7 37.8
AB-BAYEars i v it e e 48.0 50.7 40.0 52.4 43.3 31.2
B5yearsand over . .. vttt e 31.3 36.1 26.4 34.7 33.2 21.3
Female

2 LI T - 51.8 63.7 40.7 495 39.9 26.3
Under 17 years . ....uieeinnnneeeneennnen 51.9 51.8 56.0 68.7 47.3 *22.6
17-44vyears .. vinii i RPN . 58.0 58.3 54.4 58.0 53.8 404
A5-BAYEars . . i vttt e e e e 50.0 52.4 41.8 45.5 40.9 39.0
B5yearsandover .. .. ...ttt e 33.9 38.3 28.2 35.4 29.7 17.1

1Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 7. Number of discharges from short-stay hospitals and number of discharges per 100 persons per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex,
and age: United States, based on data collected in health interviews in 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix . Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]

With limitation of activity

With no

.. .. Limited
o, et iy Y
persons fon Total put no or kind 4
activity in major of major major
activity activity activity
Both sexes Number of discharges in thousands
N =T 30,070 18,004 12,066 1,669 5,346 5,051
Under T7years ..o o iv i i v e neenneeenseans 3,782 3,071 711 224 385 101
17-44 years & .. v o v i ittt e s tee it et 12,752 10,019 2,734 635 1,407 692
AB-BA YEAIS . v v ittt nnn e e 7,235 3,046 4,189 442 1,898 1,848
Bbyearsand OVEr . ... v v vt e r it e 6,301 1,868 4,433 368 1,656 2,410
Male
Allages . v v ittt i i s e s 12,125 6,449 5,676 714 1,627 3,335
Under 17 vyears . .. cv v it ieiivneecneeens 2,070 1,706 364 100 238 *26
1744 YEars .. v v i i ittt et eee s v 3,782 2,633 1,149 230 476 443
A5-B4YEArs . v v v vt n it e 3,508 1,409 2,099 254 538 1,307
Boyearsandover . ....... .0t it e 2,764 700 2,064 130 375 1,659
Female
Allages . ..ttt e e e s c e e 17,945 11,555 6,390 956 3,719 1,715
Under 17years . .. oot ii i et tnneennnnnens 1,711 1,365 346 124 147 75
17-44 YEaIS . i i i i ittt it ettt 8,970 7,385 1,685 405 931 248
A5-BAYEAIS . .t ittt ettt e 3,726 1,637 2,089 188 1,360 541
Boyearsand Over ... ... ii ittt i i 3,637 1,168 2,369 238 1,281 851
Both sexes Number of discharges per 100 persons per year
T =3 13.9 9.8 38.3 20.8 34.3 64.1
Under17vears . ... vi i it nnioeeeeennns 6.5 5.5 31.0 21.2 34.3 92.7
T7-44 years ... ..ttt et e 141 121 34.1 21.2 35.1 68.5
A5-BAYears . ...ttt e e e e 16.6 9.2 40.1 18.7 36.0 65.8
Gbyearsandover ............ . .00, 27.0 14.8 41.2 23.0 31.8 61.1
Male
L T 11.6 7.3 37.0 18.9 28.2 57.6
Under T7vears . ...ttt ieentnnesnnes 7.0 6.0 27.8 16.6 36.5 *45.6
T7-44YEArs v v v vt i it ettt e e e 8.6 6.6 28.2 14.6 27.0 60.4
AB-BAYEAIS . v i ittt 16.9 9.1 40.1 23.2 28.4 58.3
BEyearsand oOver . ... .. v ee it 28.7 14.3 43.7 25.9 25.6 56.5
Female

- T 1= 16.1 12.1 39.5 225 37.8 82.2
Under 17 years . . oo v in et tnnninnnnennns 6.0 5.0 35.3 2741 31.2 141.5
17-44 years . ...ttt i i e 19.2 17.3 40.3 28.6 41.6 89.5
AB-BAYears .. ... .i i i e e 16.4 9.4 40.0 14.8 40.2 95.4
BByearsand OVEr . .. ... vt i ittt i it 25.8 156.2 39.3 21.7 34.3 71.6

1Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 8. Number of hospital days and average length of stay for discharges from short-stay hospitals, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and
age: United States, based on data collected in health interviews in 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

With limitation of activity

With no Limited, Limited Unable to
All limita- but not n am?un carry on
Sex and age . Total . X or kind g
persons tion of in major of major major1
activity activity activity activity
Both sexes Number of hospital days in thousands
Allages . ....viiiiiii it 235,747 99,054 136,693 13,608 54,285 68,300
Under17vyears ... iviineeinnenenenn 21,111 14,727 6,384 1,283 4,005 1,096
1744 years . oo vh ittt i e e e e 78,656 48,065 30,591 5,181 14,329 11,082
AB-BAYears . . ... h it i e 67,897 20,215 47,683 3,565 18,910 25,208
65 yearsandover ....... e [ 68,083 16,048 52,035 3,680 17,042 31,414
Male
Allages v v i s i e e i e e 107,611 36,750 70,861 5,862 17,132 47,867
Under 17years ... vu v innneennronneenas 11,981 7,626 4,355 *720 2,950 *685
17-44 years « v v v et i i e e 29,949 14,083 15,866 1,940 4,961 8,964
AB-BAYears . ...ttt e it e, 36,053 9,197 26,856 1,903 6,016 18,937
B5years and oVer . .o vt h i n e e e e 29,630 5,845 23,785 1,299 3,205 19,281
Female
Allages ...ttt ittt et i e 128,135 62,303 65,832 7,746 37,153 20,933
Under 17years .....ovt vt innneennennns 9,130 7,101 2,029 *563 1,065 *411
1744 YEars & v ittt ittt ittt 48,707 33,982 14,726 3,241 9,367 2,117
AB-BAVears . .. vt i e e e 31,845 11,018 20,827 1,662 12,894 6,271
B5yearsand over ... i i i e e e 38,453 10,203 28,250 2,280 13,837 12,133
Both sexes Average length of stay in days
AlTages . uvi vttt ittt 7.8 5.5 11.3 8.2 10.2 13.6
Under 17years . .vuvee i innieertnenenenns 5.6 4.8 9.0 5.7 104 10.9
1744 Years v v v e vttt it ittt e 6.2 4.8 11.2 8.2 10.2 16.0
AB-BAYRAIS « v v v ittt vttt e 94 6.6 11.4 8.1 10.0 13.6
B5yearsand over . ... vttt e 10.8 8.6 11.7 9.7 10.3 13.0
Male
Allages . ...ttt i e e e e, 8.9 5.7 12.5 8.2 10.5 14.4
Under 17vears . ...vii it nennnennnn 5.8 4.5 12.0 *7.2 124 *26.3
1744 years . v v v i v e v i it i s 7.9 5.3 13.8 8.4 10.4 20.2
A5-64AYRarS « v v vt i e e 10.3 6.5 12.8 7.5 11.2 14.5
BByearsand over . ..o i it e, 10.7 8.4 11.5 10.0 8.5 12.4
Female
Al ages .ttt ittt e e 7.1 5.4 10.3 8.1 10.0 12.2
Under17vyears ......iiiiieniinnennann 5.3 5.2 5.9 *4.5 7.2 *5.5
1744 y€ars « v v v vt it ee it i e it e 5.4 4.6 9.3 8.0 10.1 8.5
ABBAYEArS o v v i vttt vttt e e 8.5 6.7 10.0 8.8 9.5 11.6
BByearsand over « ..o it i i i i i e 10.9 8.7 1.9 9.6 10.8 14.3

1Ma]or activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 9. Number and percent of persons with one or more short-stay hospital episodes within a year of interview, by chronic activity limitation
status, sex, and age: United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]

With limitation of activity

With no ..
Al limita- Limited, Limited Unable to
Sex and age N in amount
persons tion of Total but not or kind carry on
activity mtr_ns‘i/oq of major n;::ajgr‘
activity activity activity
Both sexes Number of persons in thousands
Y L= 22,201 14,859 7,342 1,219 3,423 2,699
Under17vyears . .. vovv i innttennrnnennnans 2,997 2,619 378 127 208 43
17-44years ... ittt i et e e 10,021 8,298 1,723 475 887 361
A5-BAYEAIS . . i it ittt e 4,929 2,511 2,418 343 1,133 942
B5yearsand OVEr . .. ... v it vt annaneeennnn 4,254 1,431 2,823 275 1,195 1,362
Male
Allages . . v i ittt i e i i e e e 8,753 5,378 3,375 501 1,063 1,821
Under17years ... .coveiiinienenenennenns 1,693 1,484 210 68 124 *17
17-44 years . ... ..ttt e e e 2,849 2,140 709 181 290 237
A5-BAYearS . .. vttt ittt et et 2,394 1,185 1,209 172 348 689
Boyearsand over . ... ...t i ettt 1,817 569 1,247 79 291 878
Female
LT T 13,447 9,481 3,967 718 2,370 878
Under 17vears ... ...couviiiiennnnronnsan 1,304 1,136 168 59 83 *26
1744 years . .. ittt e e e e e 7172 6,158 1,014 293 597 124
A5-BAYRArS . ...t v ittt e e e 2,535 1,326 1,209 170 786 253
B5yearsand Over .. .......tterennnnnennnn 2,437 861 1,576 196 905 475
Both sexes Percent
Allages . v v vttt it et i et i e e e e, 10.3 8.1 23.3 15.2 21.9 34.3
Under17vears . . ... 0ot ieiecennnennns 5.1 4.7 16.5 12.0 18.5 39.4
17-44 years ... ittt ittt e 114 10.0 21.5 15.9 22.2 35.7
AB-BAYearS . ..ttt et e, 11.3 7.6 23.1 14.5 21.5 33.5
B5yearsand OVer . .. .. v v vt e ir e 18.2 11.4 26.3 17.2 23.0 34.3
Male
ALages . oo vttt s e e e e 8.4 6.1 22.0 13.3 18.2 31.5
Under 17 years . . oo v e ini i eeennnnnnnnn 5.7 5.2 16.0 11.3 19.0 *29.8
1744 years ... .. e e 6.5 5.4 17.4 11.5 16.4 32.3
45-64vyears ... ...ccc00..n e e e e e 11.6 7.6 23.1 15.7 18.4 30.8
Boyearsand Over ... ... ..ttt 18.9 11.6 26.4 15.8 19.9 31.8
Female

Allages . .. v ittt it i i i i e e e 12.0 9.9 24.5 16.9 24.1 421
Under17vyears .. ..cv i i in i tnnnnonenennes 4.6 4.1 17.1 12.9 17.6 *49.1
17-44 years ... ...ttt it et 15.4 14.4 25.8 20.7 26.7 448
AB-BAvYears ... ..ttt e 11.2 7.6 23.2 134 23.2 44.6
Boyearsandover ... ..... .. .iecineeneanan. 17.8 11.2 26.2 17.8 24.2 39.9

1 Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 10. Number of restricted-activity days and number of restricted-activity days per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and
age: United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

With limitation of activity

With no

L L Limited -
A, e Lt amoune Ul
P ‘e Total but no or kind ,
activity in major of major m?/_‘”
activity activity activity

Both sexes Restricted-activity days in thousands
2 | T 4,105,759 1,930,321 2,175,438 271,955 994,831 908,652
Under 17years ..o i v e anen 639,922 554,076 85,846 30,748 48,738 6,360
17-8AYEAIS . v v i vttt et e 1,358,584 877,062 481,522 101,233 244,833 135,457
AB-BAYEars ... i . i e e 1,129,547 342,850 786,697 80,596 365,439 340,663
6byearsandover .. ... i 977,706 156,333 821,372 59,378 335,821 426,173

Male
S T 1,755,133 826,171 928,963 97,244 242,731 588,988
Under17vyears .....uovivnesnnnesnss 319,507 277,636 41,871 14,474 24,861 *2,536
17-44 years . v v v v i it it i i e 570,339 360,288 210,051 39,851 78,781 91,419
A5-6AYears . ..o i 498,222 140,079 358,143 29,820 92,475 235,848
O5years and over . . v v v v vt n e 367,066 48,168 318,898 13,099 46,614 259,185
Femaie
Al AgeS vttt ettt e e 2,350,626 1,104,151 1,246,475 174,711 752,100 319,664
Under 17years .. ..o vtiennnvnesnnss 320,415 276,440 43,975 16,274 23,878 *3,823
1744 YEars ..o v v v i e vt e e 788,246 516,774 271,472 61,382 166,052 44,038
A5-BAVYEAIS v v v vt v it i et 631,324 202,770 428,554 50,776 272,963 104,815
Boyearsandover . ...t e e 610,640 108,166 502,474 46,279 289,207 166,988
Both sexes Restricted-activity days per person per year
Al ages ...t 19.0 10.5 69.1 33.9 63.8 115.4
Under17vears .......iieivernnnnn 11.0 9.9 37.6 29.0 43.4 58.3
17-44YEars ..o v ittt i i 15.0 10.6 60.1 33.8 61.2 134.1
AB-BAVYRArS « . v i ittt e 26.0 104 75.3 34.0 69.3 121.3
Bhyears and over ... v v i ittt . 41.9 12.4 76.4 37.1 64.6 108.0
Male
Allages ...ttt i i e i e 16.9 9.3 60.6 25.8 42.0 101.7
Under 17years ...t vnneerenans 10.8 9.8 32.0 24.1 38.1 *44.5
17-44 years .o v it it i 13.0 9.0 51.6 25.3 44.7 124.7
4584 vyears .. ... e 24.0 9.0 68.5 27.2 48.8 105.3
BEyearsand Over .. ..o i i h i e 38.2 9.8 67.5 26.1 319 24.0
Female

Albages ...t it i e 21.1 11.6 771 41.2 76.5 163.2
Under 17vears .. ... vnentnennrens 11.2 10.0 44.8 35.6 50.7 *72.1
1794 YEars & .o vt i n ittt it 16.9 12.1 69.0 43.3 74.2 159.0
AB-BAVEars . . v v it i s e s 27.8 11.6 82.1 39.9 80.7 184.9
65yearsandover ... ... 00 445 14.0 83.4 42.1 77.4 140.4

1Ma]or activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 11. Number of bed-disability days and number of bed-disability days per person per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and age:
United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

With limitation of activity

With no

L, .. Limited
Sex and age All Il.m/ta- Limited, in amount Unable to

persons tion of Total but not or kind carry on

activity in majoq of major major1

activity activity activity

Both sexes Bed-disability days in thousands
o LT - 1,455,156 779,151 676,005 61,251 263,610 351,145
Underf7years . .. ...covevennernnnens 286,402 256,909 29,492 7,650 19,222 *2,620
1744 years .o ii it e e 490,659 345,446 145,213 22,430 72,074 50,709
ABBAYRArS . . v vttt et 359,365 120,831 238,534 18,454 98,121 121,958
Boyearsand OVEr . ... oot e evennenn 318,731 55,965 262,766 12,716 74,192 175,857
Male
Allages . ...ttt it i i e e 584,715 314,522 270,193 18,165 54,797 197,230
Under17vears . ... ct v e vt i s vnnns 134,903 122,590 12,312 *2,821 9,234 *257
17-4dvyears ... ....0 it 175,792 122,351 53,441 6,978 16,802 29,661
ABBAVYEArs .. ...ttt 151,977 48,516 103,461 5,610 19,375 78,576
B6bvyearsandover . ... ... 122,043 21,065 100,978 *2,855 9,387 88,736
Female
Alages . v v vt it e i vttt e e 870,442 464,629 405,813 43,085 208,813 153,915
Under17vyears . .. ... ..ttt iennnnnn 151,499 134,319 17,180 4,829 9,988 *2,363
17-44 years . ... ittt enn i 314,867 223,095 91,772 15,451 55,272 21,048
ABBAVYEArS . v i ittt e 207,388 72,315 135,073 12,944 78,747 43,382
B5yearsand over . ..........0ietaeann 196,688 34,900 161,788 9,861 64,806 87,122
Both sexes Bed-disability days per person per year
Allages . v vttt ettt it e e e e 6.7 4.2 21.5 7.6 16.9 446
Under T7years . v oo i vt i s o v e nunnnns 4.9 4.6 129 7.2 17.1 *24.0
17-44 years . ..o v ittt i e 5.4 4.2 18.1 7.5 18.0 50.2
A5-BAYEars . ...t e 8.3 3.7 22,8 7.8 18.6 43.4
6byearsandover ..........0000eanann 13.7 4.4 245 8.0 14.3 44.6
Male
Allages . . .o v vttt et e e e e 5.6 3.6 17.6 4.8 9.5 34.1
Under 17 years . v v v v vt v vt vn o e ennnnens 4.5 4.3 9.4 *4,7 14.2 *4.5
1744 vyears ... ... i e 4.0 3.1 13.1 4.4 9.5 40.5
A5-BAYears ... vt it 7.3 3.1 19.8 5.0 10.2 356.1
B5yearsandover ..........c0 ... 12.7 4.3 21.4 *5.7 6.4 32.2
Female

Allages . . . .0ttt it it i e e, 7.8 4.9 25.1 10.2 21.2 73.8
Under17vears . . ..o vienninnnneens 5.3 4.9 17.5 10.6 21.2 *44.6
1744 years . ..o v ittt i e 6.7 5.2 23.3 10.9 24.7 76.0
AB-BAYRars . ..ttt i e e 9.1 4.1 25.9 10.2 23.3 76.5
Boyearsand over . .. ... i 14.3 4.5 26.8 9.0 17.3 73.3

1Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in schoo! or preschool activities.
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Table 12, Incidence of acute conditions and number of acute conditions per 100 persons per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and age:
United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]

With limitation of activity

With no

.. . Limited
Sex and age All I/_m/ta- Limited, in amount Unable to

persons tion of Total but not or kind carry on

activity in r.n.?/or of major m:aj.or

activity activity ] activity

Both sexes Number of acute conditions in thousands
N = 1= O 464,515 398,275 66,240 18,225 34,991 13,024
Under 17vyears .. ... iiiiiiiiminnnnenenn 181,104 170,874 10,230 4,053 5,236 941
17-44 years . .. o ittt i e e e e 198,751 175,612 23,139 9,167 12,026 1,946
45-64 years . .. .. et e e 58,124 39,852 18,272 3,967 10,197 4,108
GEvyearsand over . . .. ..t it e e 26,536 11,937 14,598 1,038 7,532 6,029
Male
Allages ... ..ttt i i i e e 209,723 180,630 29,094 8,590 11,689 8,815
Under t7vyears .. ......0 .0t 89,923 84,154 5,769 2,450 2,768 *550
17-44 years « v v vt ittt i e 84,046 74,875 9,171 4,316 3,577 1,279
AB-BAYEArS & o v v vttt e e e 25,846 17,809 8,037 1,445 3,677 2,916
Boyearsand over . ... .. e e e, 9,908 3,792 6,116 *379 1,668 4,070
Female
Allages ... ittt et e 254,791 217,645 37,146 9,635 23,302 4,209
Under 17vears ..., vviiiinn v, 91,181 86,720 4,461 1,603 2,467 *391
1744 years .« v v v vttt e e e e e 114,705 100,737 13,968 4,851 8,450 668
AB-BAYRAIS & v v v it et e e 32,278 22,043 10,234 2,523 6,520 1,192
Boyearsand OvVer . .. ..o ittt e 16,628 8,146 8,482 659 5,864 1,959
Both sexes Number of acute conditions per 100 persons per year
Allages . ... i e i e e 215.3 216.2 210.3 227.3 224.3 165.4
Under 17 years ... .uiiniiieeeennnenn. 310.9 305.4 446.5 382.7 466.3 863.3
1744 years . .o v v vttt s it it e 219.2 212.4 289.0 306.3 3004 192.7
AB-BAYEAIS « v v v et e e 133.8 120.7 174.8 167.5 193.2 146.3
Boyearsand OVer . . .. v v it i e 113.7 94.8 135.8 64.9 1448 152.7
Male
Allages .. it i e e e e e 201.6 203.5 189.7 227.5 202.5 152.3
Under17years .........c.iiiiiiinnnn.. 302.6 296.3 4404 407.7 4245 *964.9
17444 years « v v oottt et 191.0 187.6 225.2 273.9 202.8 174.5
AB-BA YEAIS & v v vt it ittt e e 124.4 114.6 153.6 131.7 194.0 130.2
BByearsandover . ... ... e e 103.0 77.5 129.5 *75.6 114.1 147.6
Female

Allages . ..ottt i e e e 228.3 228.0 229.9 227.0 237.0 201.8
Under 17years . ....ivsinenncnnennnen, 319.56 314.7 454.7 350.8 523.8 *737.7
17-44 years . . v v v v ittt e e, 245.7 235.7 355.1 342.3 377.4 241.2
45-64vyears ... e et e, 142.3 126.2 196.1 198.56 192.8 270.2
B5yearsandover ... ... i i e 121.1 105.8 140.8 60.0 156.9 164.8

1Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 13. Number of persons injured and number of persons injured per 100 persons per year, by chronic activity limitation status, sex, and age:
United States, 1979

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix I1]

With limitation of activity

With no

. . Limited
i Lt mamoune  Urebie o
pe .. Total : . or kind U4
activity in r_nc:uo:{ of major major
activity activity ! activity
Both sexes Number of persons injured in thousands
Al 8BS &« vttt ittt e e et e 69,127 58,789 10,338 2,695 5,580 2,163
Under 17years . ..o v ettt cnie e e cninnnas 20,925 19,691 1,234 *432 695 *106
T7-44 years . v vttt i e e i e 33,807 30,383 3,424 1,101 1,988 *3356
ABBAYears . .. ittt e e e 10,139 7,172 2,967 632 1,707 628
B5yearsandover ...... ... 4,256 1,544 2,713 *429 1,190 1,094
Male
N T =T 40,226 35,038 5,188 1,397 2,444 1,347
Under17vyears . . ... ottt iiii i iii s 12,907 11,987 921 *389 *425 *106
T7-44 Years & . v v vt it it i e a ettt e 20,779 19,058 1,721 *493 288 *240
AB-BAVYEArsS . ...t ittt i e e 5,000 3,583 1,417 *236 793 *388
Boyears and OVEr . .. vt v vt vt e e 1,540 *411 1,129 *278 *238 614
Female

Allages . vttt ittt i i e e e 28,901 23,751 5,150 1,198 3,136 816

Under T7vears . . ... ii it ittt tentennneenns 8,017 7,704 *313 *43 *270
T7-44 ¥ears v it ittt i ittt e i 13,028 11,325 1,703 608 1,000 *95
AB-BA Years ... .vii it e e .. 5,139 3,589 1,650 *396 913 *241
B5yearsand over .. ... ...t 2,716 1,133 1,584 *151 952 *480

Both sexes . Number of persons injured per 100 persons per year
Allages ....... e et 32.0 31.9 328 324 35.8 27.5
Under 17vyears . ... v it in i it iinnnnnnan 35.9 35.2 53.9 *40.8 61.9 *97.2
T17-44 years . ... ii ittt et 37.3 36.8 42.8 36.8 49.7 *33.2
AB-BAVYEArs . .. it e e e 23.3 21.7 28.4 26.7 32.3 224
B5yearsandover ... ... ...t e 18.2 12.3 25.2 *26.8 22.9 27.7
Male
Allages ... v it e e e 38.6 39.5 33.8 37.0 42.3 23.3
Under17vears . .. ..ot in ittt iiinnnnnn 43.4 42.2 70.3 *64.7 *65.2 *186.0
17-44 years . . v vttt it it i e e 47.2 47.7 42.3 *31.3 56.0 *32.7
AB-BAVYEArs . v vttt e e e e 241 23.1 27.1 *21.5 41,8 *17.3
Bbyearsand over ... ... ..ttt 16.0 *8.4 23.9 *55.5 *16.3 22.3
Female

Allages + vttt i i e e e 259 24.9 31.9 28.2 31.9 39.1

Under 17years . ..ot i i iit it ieienennn 28.1 28.0 *31.9 *9.4 *57.3
17-44 years . ..o v it ittt e e 279 26.5 43.3 42.9 44.7 *34.3
B5-B4 Years . ittt e e 227 20.6 29.7 *31.2 27.0 *42.5

Bbyearsandover ... ... ... e 19.8 14.7 26.3 *13.7 25.5 *40.4

1Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Appendix I. Technical notes on methods

Background of this report

This report is one of a series of statistical reports
prepared by the National Center for Health Statistics
(NCHS). It is based on information collected in a
continuing nationwide sample of households in the
National Health Interview Survey (NHIS).

The NHIS utilizes a questionnaire that obtains
information on personal and demographic characteris-
tics, illnesses, injuries, impairments, chronic condi-
tions, and other health topics. As data relating to
each of these various broad topics are tabulated and
analyzed, separate reports are issued that cover one or
more of the specific topics.

The population covered by the sample for the
NHIS is the civilian noninstitutionalized population
of the United States living at the time of the inter-
view. The sample does not include members of the
Armed Forces or U.S. nationals living in foreign coun-
tries. It should also be noted that the estimates shown
do not represent a complete measure of any given
topic during the specified calendar period because
data are not collected in the interview for persons
who died during the reference period. For many
types of statistics collected in the survey, the refer-
ence period covers the 2 weeks prior to the interview
week. For such a short period, the contribution by
decedents to a total inventory of conditions or
services should be very small. However, the contribu-
tion by decedents during a long reference period (e.g.,
1 year) might be sizable, especially for older persons.

Statistical design of the National
Health Interview Survey

General plan.—The sampling plan of the survey
follows a multistage probability design that permits a
continuous sampling of the civilian noninstitution-
alized population of the United States. The sample is
designed in such a way that the sample of households
interviewed each week is representative of the target
population and that weekly samples are additive over
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time. This feature of the design permits both con-
tinuous measurement of characteristics of samples
and more detailed analysis of less common character-
istics and smaller categories of health-related items.
The continuous collection has administrative and
operational advantages as well as technical assets
because it permits fieldwork to be handled with an
experienced, stable staff,

The overall sample was designed so that tabula-
tions can be provided for each of the four major geo-
graphic regions and for selected places of residence in
the United States.

The first stage of the sample design consists of
drawing a sample of 376 primary sampling units
(PSU’s) from approximately 1,900 geographically
defined PSU’s. A PSU consists of a county, a small
group of contiguous counties, or a standard metro-
politan statistical area. The PSU’s collectively cover
the 50 States and the District of Columbia.

With no loss in general understanding, the re-
maining stages can be combined and treated in this
discussion as an ultimate stage. Within PSU’s, then,
ultimate stage units called segments are defined so
that each segment contains an expected four house-
holds. Three general