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Racism Taxonomy
Term Definition
Race-based 
Discrimination 
(Racism)

As defined by Camara Jones, “racism is a system of structuring opportunity 
and assigning value based on phenotype (“race”), that unfairly 
disadvantages some individuals and communities, unfairly advantages other 
individuals and communities, and saps the strength of the whole society 
through the waste of human resources.” Racism can operate at different 
levels: structural, institutional, interpersonal and internalized.

Discrimination Type: Subtype (optional)

Race/Racism

Race-related
Ethnicity-related

Immigration-status related
Xenophobia related
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Connections Between Racism and Health

• Influence of social factors upon health outcomes
• Root Causes
• Social Determinants of Health

• Levels of racism
• Structural
• Interpersonal
• Internalized
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Connections Between Racism and Health 
(Continued)
• Significant associations between racism with health

• Association is well established across multiple health outcomes
• Particularly in health outcomes exacerbated by chronic stress

• Whether perceived or witnessed and evidenced
• Across global social environments

• The ability to identify a relationship between health outcomes and 
exposure to racism will enhance our knowledge and the potential to 
mitigate it in clinical settings and societies
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World Health Organization (WHO)
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American Medical Association (AMA)

• AMA 2020 policy for the Elimination of Race as a Proxy for Ancestry, 
Genetics, and Biology in Medical Education, Research and Clinical 
Practice named race as a social construct distinct from ethnicity, genetic 
ancestry, or biology.

• AMA recommends that clinicians and researchers focus on the experience of 
racism and social determinants of health when describing risk factors for 
disease.

• Along with existing and emerging nomenclature allowing physicians to 
delineate the patient experience along social dimensions, the proposed 
update to existing code Z60.5
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United Nations (UN)
“The health consequences of racism and discrimination are persistent 

and passed from one generation to the next through the body’s ‘biological 
memory’ of harmful experiences.”

Tlaleng Mofokeng, UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health

Suggested Measure:

• Close gaps on data collection
• health outcomes affected by racism remain difficult to measure due 

to widespread and concerning gaps in data collection
• coding and nomenclature provided by such a widely used set as 

ICD will facilitate data collection and analysis
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