
Public Health
Emergency Response Guide

for
State, Local, and Tribal 
Public Health Directors



Presentation Objectives
Provide a brief overview of the 
process used to develop the guide
Describe the purpose of the guide, 
when and how it should be used, 
and by whom
Discuss specific guide content
Describe anticipated benefits to 
health departments & response 
partners



Methodology
Search and review of existing guidance
Establishment of working group
Consultancy forum
Draft guide development and completion
Focus group review
Additional reviews
Review and incorporation of comments
Finalization, marketing, and distribution



Physical Properties
4” x 7.75” pocket-sized 
manual
Vertical pages with top 
ring binder
Laminate, durable, 
water-resistant front 
and back covers
Lightweight, durable, 
water-resistant 
synthetic pages:
− Tear-resistant
− Pen, pencil, highlighter, 

marker, etc.
− Erasable and non-

smearing



Guide Purpose

Easy-to-use all-hazards reference tool

Guidance and information on:
− Activation of public health emergency 

response during first 24 hours of incident 
− Integration of public health into community 

emergency response

Assist in preventing injury, saving lives, 
and mitigating adverse health effects



Who Should Use
the Guide?

State, local, and tribal public health officials 
who:
− Are responsible for initiating response activities 

during an emergency or disaster
− Have decision-making authority in their health 

department
May vary according to health department 
and/or incident
Directors, Deputy Directors, Health Officers, 
Epidemiologists, Nurses, etc.



When Should 
the Guide be Used?

During the first 24 hours of an incident
Imagine the following scenario…
− Public health director receives phone call at 

2:00 AM 
− Explosion has occurred near a residential area
− Reports of strong smells of ammonia
− Guide will assist the director in initiating 

public health emergency response actions
Prior to and beyond first 24 hours of an 
incident



Guide Content



























The Guide is Not…

A comprehensive instructional “how-to” 
manual

A substitute for public health emergency 
preparedness and planning activities

Intended to replace existing emergency 
operations plans, procedures, or guidelines

Strict protocols or procedures for public 
health emergency response



Anticipated Benefits 
to Health Departments

Enhancement of public health 
emergency response by:
− Providing guidance & information on:

Initiation of public health response activities 
during onset of an incident
Integration of public health response into 
community emergency response
Immediate and long-term public health 
emergency response functions and tasks



Anticipated Benefits 
to Health Departments

(continued)

− Assisting with identification of hazards 
(natural and technological/man-made)

− Assisting with identification of planning, 
preparedness, training & response needs

− Increased awareness & understanding of 
roles & responsibilities of public health 
among response partners
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Electronic version of guide 
and templates available at

http://www.bt.cdc.gov 

Field version of guide 
available in March 2005



Questions?
Martin A. Kalis

Public Health Advisor
Technical Project Lead 

CDC/NCEH/EEHS/EPHRB
(770) 488-4568

pherg@cdc.gov 
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