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Public Health
Emergency Response Guide

for

State, Local, and Tribal
Public Health Directors
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{é Presentation Objectives

Provide a brief overview of the
orocess used to develop the guide

= Describe the purpose of the guide,
when and how it should be used,
and by whom

= Discuss specific guide content

= Describe anticipated benefits to
nealth departments & response
partners
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S/(' Methodology

= Search and review of existing guidance
= Establishment of working group

= Consultancy forum

= Draft guide development and completion
= Focus group review

= Additional reviews

= Review and incorporation of comments
= Finalization, marketing, and distribution
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3/@ Guide Purpose
= Easy-to-use all-nazards reference tool

= Guidance and information on:

— Activation of public health emergency
response during first 24 hours of incident

— Integration of public health into community
emergency response

= Assist in preventing injury, saving lives,
and mitigating adverse health effects
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{é Who Should Use

the Guide? =

= State, local, and tribal public health officials
who:

— Areresponsible for initiating response activities
during an emergency or disaster

— Have decision-making authority in their health
department

= May vary according to health department
and/or incident

= Directors, Deputy Directors, Health Officers,
Epidemiologists, Nurses, etc.
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{é When Should
the Guide be Used?

= During the first 24 hours of an incident

= |[magine the following scenario...

— Public health director receives phone call at
2:00 AM

— Explosion has occurred near a residential area
— Reports of strong smells of ammonia

— Guide will assist the director in initiating
public health emergency response actions

= Prior to and beyond first 24 hours of an
Incident
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Guide Content
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o WEALTY,

Fubiic Health Emergency Assponss Guids Warzion 1.0
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INTRODUCTION
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Fubiic Health Emergency Assponss Gouios Lar=ion 1.0
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PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS ASSUMPTIONS
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Fubiic Health Emergency Assponse Goios lerzion 1.0

PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY

RESPONSE FUNCTIONS AND TASKS
DURING THE ACUTE PHASE
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Immediate Response: Hours 0 -2
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o WEALTY,

Fuitic Heaith Emergency Responss Guids kargion 1.0

Intermediate Response: Hours2 — 6

REMINDER!

Az part of the co |'|1|11unii'g.-' responsa affort,
continue to perform the fallowing activities:

..-"' . s the situation

Review and update health response

objectives

Review, update, and folow the site safety and
health plan

Communicate with key health and medical
i rganizations and naighboring

ests for a tance and
information

Continue risk communication activities

Document all response activities,
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o WEALTY,

Fuliic Health Emergency Responss Guios

INITIATE THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES:

1.

Larsion 1.0

Verify that health surveillance systems
are operational

should be fully

of  data

human

slated to data

1 storage.

Ensure that laboratories likely to be used
during the response are operational and

verify their analytical capacity

o ]
F -

during the

1al to

the needs of

. Ensure that
populations are being addressed
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o WEALTY,

Fuliic Health Emergency Responss Guios Wargion 1.0

Intermediate Response: Hours 6 — 12

REMINDER! |

Ag part of the community res ponse effort,
continue to perform the following activities:

5 thie situation

sieww and update health response
objactives

[ l_lTII'I'IIJFIII ate with key health and medical
] E'IFII"E'IIZII_I'I‘ and naighboring

Addrass
inform

Continue risk com munication activities
Stay apprised of lkegal iss

Communicate with health surveillance and
laboratory contacts

Addrass the neads of special populations

Crganize health-related voluntears and
donations

Document all response activities
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Fubiic Heaith Emargency Responss Guids Warsion 1.0
IMITIATE THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES:
'1. Collect and analyze data that are
becoming available through health
surveillance and laboratory systems

ecting  an:

FPrepare and update information for shift
change and executive briefings

Initiate  staffing
infarmation and r

| & LI

Tiedlz

nd current r
Prepare for state and federal on-site

assistance
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o WEALTY,

Fuitic Health Emergency Aesponss Guids Wargion 1.0

Extended Response: Hours 12 - 24

REMINDER!

Az part of the community responsa effort,
rm the fallowing activities:

continue to perfo
& the sifuation
¥ and update health response
objectives

Communicate with key health and meadical
ganizations and neighboring

Address requests for assistance and
information
Continue risk communication activities

Collact and an
and laboratory

Address the ne

Organize health-ralated voluntesrs and

donations
aborate with state and fedaral on-site
stance
s health resource needs and acquire as

ry
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o WEALTY,

Larsion 1.0

Fuliic Health Emergency Responss Guids

INITIATE THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES:
1. Address mental and behavioral health
support needs

for transition to extended

. Prepare
operations or response disengagement

as:
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Fubiic Heaith Emeargency Aesponss Guios Warsion 1.0

ONGOING PUBLIC HEALTH
EMERGENCY RESPONSE |

FUNCTIONS AND TASKS

Environmental hazard identification
Hazards consultation

Epidemiological services

Health and medical nesds 2 ment

[dentification of affected individuals
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TEMPLATE 1. DOCUMENTATION OF CONTACTS AND ACTIONS

NG cd

This template allows for the creation of a running log through the documentation of contacts
made and response actions initiated during the initial hours of an incident until existing
forms or logs are accessed. All contacts, including uns
up actions should be recorded below, The initial resulting record can be used to identify

particular areas in your emergency operations plan, procedures, or guidelines that may
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{é The Guide Is Not... oo

= A comprehensive instructional “how-to”
manual

= A substitute for public health emergency
preparedness and planning activities

= |[ntended to replace existing emergency
operations plans, procedures, or guidelines

= Strict protocols or procedures for public
health emergency response
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{é Anticipated Benefits

to Health Departments

= Enhancement of public health
emergency response by.

— Providing guidance & information on:

= Initiation of public health response activities
during onset of an incident

= Integration of public health response into
community emergency response

* Immediate and long-term public health
emergency response functions and tasks
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{C Anticipated Benefits
to Health Departments
(continued)

— Assisting with identification of hazards
(natural and technological/man-made)

— Assisting with identification of planning,
preparedness, training & response needs

— Increased awareness & understanding of
roles & responsibilities of public health
among response partners
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Electronic version of guide
and templates available at

http://www.bt.cdc.gov

Field version of guide
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~ Questions?

Martin A. Kalis
Public Health Advisor
Technical Project Lead
CDC/NCEH/EEHS/EPHRB
(770) 488-4568
pherg@cdc.gov
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