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Washington State Department of
%ﬁHealth PURPOSE

Maintain a cross-jurisdictional public health
early warning infectious disease surveillance
(EWIDS) system that can quickly and
efficiently track acts of bioterrorism and
emerging pathogen threats across local, state,
provincial and US/Canada international
borders.
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% Washington State Department of
D Health

Goals for Ongoing Work with

Cross Border Partners

« Build on relationships already established to encourage each
level of government to continue in their efforts to prepare for a
coordinated response to bioterrorism and emerging
pathogens.

* Work towards a seamless cross jurisdictional notification and
response system where a standardized notification system
leads to a predictable threat-based response, creating a
unified action plan that harnesses each agency’s strengths.
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% Washington State Department of
D Health

Survelllance Systems Across Borders

 British Columbia CDC and WA State DOH
CDEPI currently share data regularly

 SARS case in BC, Washington CDEPI was
notified of the positive lab result from the BC
viral lab

* Avian Influenza in Frazier Valley in Canada,
BC CDC epidemiologist notified DOH
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Washington State Department of

Health
WA and NW Canada
Communicable Disease Outbreaks

« Quthreak of Salmonella enteritidis Infections Associated with Raw Almonds --- United
States and Canada, 2003--2004 MMWR Vol 53, No 22:484 06/11/2004

)

* Multistate Outbreaks of Salmonella poona Infections Associated with Eating
Cantaloupe from Mexico --- United States and Canada, 2000--2002 MMWR Vol 51, No
46;1044 11/22/2002

« Outbreak of Salmonella muenchen Infections Associated with Unpasteurized Orange
Juice -- United States and Canada, June 1999 MMWR Vol 48, No 27;582 07/16/1999

« Syphilis outbreak in MSM along the I-5 corridor — ongoing

* Currently a E. coli foodborne outbreak related to a restaurant in Canada, involved 12

WA State residents
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i Washington State Department of
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WA State Vulnerabilities

Over the last ten years there have been
numerous documented terrorist threats
operating within our borders.
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Washington State Department of

Health

Washington State Vulnerabilities

- Over 66,582 square miles of largely remote terrain, a 325-mile
international border with Canada with several border crossings

)

« 157 miles of coastline, which complicate the ability to protect the
state.

* Heavily-utilized ports for state, national, and international transit.

- The state is home to several key energy resources, including over
1,000 dams with major power facilities that also support several other
states and houses nuclear storage facilities.

* Also home to many prominent national and international businesses,

as well as several important military installations.
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i Washington State Department of
D Health

Workshop for "Tracking Infectious

Diseases Across Borders”

« Build and strengthen professional relationships
across our borders

« Develop a framework for formal agreements which
define major policy issues

« Develop a work plan to define next steps in ensuring
policies and procedures are in place to execute the
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Washington State Department of

Health

)

«  Describe initial workshop in Washington State in Bellingham
August 2004, attended by six states and three Canadian
provinces.

e List issues identified in workshop, and planning activities for
ongoing work.

«  Plan for ongoing collaborative working relationships to
strengthen public health systems for working across borders.
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% Washington State Department of
D Health

Participating Jurisdictions

« United States: Federal, tribal, state and local
representation. Participants included representatives
from the U.S. federal government, Washington (state,
local, tribal), Idaho, Alaska, Oregon, Montana, and
North Dakota.

- Canada: Federal, provincial, territorial, and regional
representation. Participants from Canadian federal
government, British Columbia, Alberta, and Yukon.
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Washington State Department of

Health

« Formalized workgroups and timelines for development of
agreements

)

* Develop 24/7 contact list directory

» Plan and conduct a cross-border exercise

« Plan for next workshop

» Advocate for public health preparedness at appropriate policy

levels. PUBLIC HEALTH
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% Washington State Department of
D Health

The five leading priority issues

Communication

Jurisdictional and Legal Issues
Survelllance System Compatibility
Resources (including lab capacity)

Education and Training of Public Health
Personnel

gk W=
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i Washington State Department of
D Health

1. Communications and
Information Technology

 Establish secure, web-based communications
system for rapid reporting and discussion of
disease outbreaks across borders

«  The webpage will allow agencies to post contact
lists, exercise scenarios, and other key information

with cross-border potential
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% Washington State Department of
D Health

2. Jurisdictional and Legal Issues

Issue: Need to define a process using public
health and healthcare resources across
states/provinces and international boundaries
to respond to an emergency with multi-

disciplinary resources.
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* Develop a 24/7 contact list for key contacts

* Develop a list for contacts for health alerts and
advisories

« Develop and share communication algorithm

« Ongoing communications, both formal and
Informal (verbal, electronic, paper)

» Standardize case definitions which

Include lab testing and results reporting
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Washington State Department of
%ﬁHealth 4. Resources

« Develop laboratory capacity with regards to
biological agents

» Develop uniform testing standards, notification
protocols, data exchange practices across
borders. Clarify issues relating to human and
material sharing (staff, equipment, supplies,
funding).
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i Washington State Department of
D Health

5. Education and Training of
Public Health Personnel

* Issue: Need to develop a process for using
public health and healthcare resources across

states/provinces and international boundaries.
Training comparable across borders for surge

capacity personnel.
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Washington State Department of
%ﬁHealth Progress on Priority Issues

1.Communications — ongoing monthly conference calls
are occurring to continue the work. There is a long
term plan to add BC CDC to the WA-SECURES, a
secure link for urgent communication and collaboration
for public health emergency response partners.

2. Jurisdictional and Legal Issues— WA State DOH legal
staff is exploring an Emergency Management
Assistance Compact (EMAC) between NW Canada
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% Washington State Department of
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Progress on priority iIssues-continued

3. Surveillance and Epidemiological Capacity - 24/7
contact lists have been provided for sharing between
Canadian healthcare authorities, states and local
health jurisdictions.

4. Laboratory Resources — Laboratory leaders from WA
and Canada are collaborating and planning on how to
share data using the LRN network.

PUBLIC HEALTH

ALWAYS WORKING FOR A SAFER AND

HEALTHIER WASHINGTON



% Washington State Department of
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Progress on priority issues-continued

5. Education and Training of Public Health Personnel

« The next workshop for Tracking Infectious Diseases
Across Borders is scheduled for April 2005. The theme
IS planning for pandemic influenza.

* The Pacific Northwest regional public health agencies
will conduct a tabletop exercise as part of the 2nd
annual workshop. Workgroups will report back on
progress made since the last workshop.
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* Isolation and Quarantine (lots to talk about, any answers?)

* Neighborhood Emergency Health Centers/Alternate Care Sites -location,
licensure, logistics and live bodies (staffing)

« Mass Prophylaxis/Vaccination, how do we do this across borders?

* Epidemiology Planning — case definitions, standardizing data and data
transmission, integrating labs

* If every Canadian gets vaccinated, what do | get? Ethics in distribution of a
scarce resource
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Washington State Department of

Health  Challenges

 Jurisdiction — Who has jurisdiction in an international event?
RCMP, FBI? Does this change If criminal activity is
determined? How to establish EOC between Canada and US

« Political and Economic Impact — Role of WHO in emergency?

«  Communication — When and how to communicate horizontally
and vertically? Lack of structure for formal or ongoing
communications

« Surveillance- Lack of standard definitions, data sharing
agreements, surveillance systems

« Legal — Need authority for collaboration and data sharing
« Laboratories — LRN expansion into Canada?

)
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Canada Neighboring
States

PUBLIC HEALTH

ALWAYS WORKING FOR A SAFER AND

HEALTHIER WASHINGTON



Washington State Department of

Health

)

Mount Rainier
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