HHS Pandemic Influenza Message Maps:  

Preparedness
HHS developed these pandemic influenza and avian influenza communication tools using the communication science-based message mapping development process. 

"Message maps" are risk communication tools used to help organize complex information and make it easier to express current knowledge. The development process distills information into easily understood messages written at a 6th grade reading level. Messages are presented in 3 short sentences that convey 3 key messages in 27 words. The approach is based on surveys showing that lead or front page media and broadcast stories usually convey only three key messages usually in less than 9 seconds for broadcast media or 27 words for print. 

These pandemic influenza and avian influenza message maps are in the public domain. You may use them freely, including copying or redistributing on paper or electronically.

202.  Is the United States prepared for an influenza pandemic?

Steps have already been taken to prepare.

· Federal, state, and local governments have plans.

· The U.S. has started storing test vaccine and medicine.

· The U.S. is working with the World Health Organization and other countries to strengthen monitoring and response.

Efforts to prepare for pandemic influenza are continuing.

· Public health officials are building on experience, such as from SARS and Hurricane Katrina.

· Researchers are working to produce additional vaccine more quickly.

· There are international efforts to improve worldwide monitoring of influenza viruses.

Public participation and cooperation will be important to the response effort.

· In a pandemic, travel and public gatherings could be limited.

· Other emergency measures, such as quarantine, might be needed.

· People can stay informed and be prepared as they would for any other emergency.

For more information

· See  Fact Sheets

· 205.  What is being done to prepare for pandemic influenza?

· 502.  Can a vaccine be made to protect against pandemic influenza?

· 215.  What can individuals do to prepare for pandemic influenza?

· Go to http://www.pandemicflu.gov on the World Wide Web.

· Call the CDC hotline at 1-800-CDC-INFO

