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Change Subject: Isolation of cabin mates


Section Number: 
   	
Check one: Construction x Operations X	 Both ___ (specify both numbers)
	
Number (s): 4.4.1.1.1 & 4.4.1.2.1


Change you would like VSP to Consider and Recommended Solution: 

The issue is related to the isolation of crew with AGE and the handling of asymptomatic cabin mates, sections 4.4.1.1.1 and 4.4.1.2.1 deal with these 2 areas.

According to various cruise company policies on the isolation of crew with AGE that have asymptomatic cabin mates is not to separate them. The crew member with AGE and their asymptomatic cabin mate are kept in their original cabin with the asymptomatic cabin mate being interviewed as per the requirements of section 4.4.1.2.1. This is even the case when empty crew and/or passenger cabins are available or when space is available in the infirmary.

Based on our interpretation of the definition of "isolation" and the details provided in sections 4.4.1.1.1 and 4.4.1.2.1, we believe that these policies and practices contravene the Vessel Sanitation Program requirements and good public health practice.

Public Health Significance:

Definition of “isolation” (VSP Manual): “the separation of persons who have a specific infectious illness from those who are healthy and the restriction of ill person’s movement to stop the spread of that illness”.  (For VSP/CSIP purposes, isolation for passengers with AGE symptoms is advised and isolation for crew with AGE symptoms is required).  
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