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Change Subject:    Acute Gastroenteritis (AGE) Surveillance

Section Number:   4.0 Definitions
   	
Check one: Construction ____ Operations _X__ Both ____ (specify both numbers)
	
Number(s):   4.1.1.1.1. Reportable Case Definition

Change you would like VSP to Consider and Recommended Solution: 

A reportable case of AGE is only a case reported to the master of the vessel, the medical staff, or other designated staff by a passenger or a crew member and meets the definition below;
A case is defined as *Diarrhea (three or more episodes of loose stools in a 24 hour period or what is above normal for the individual. Recommend deleting this section or have a better explanation for what is above normal.
See section 4.1.2.1.3 (Vomiting) or, Vomiting and one additional symptom including one of more episodes of loose stools in a 24-hour period, or abdominal cramps, or headache, or muscle aches, or fever (temperature of ≥38°C [100.4°F])

Public Health Significance:

This definition for a reportable AGE case is causing more AGE cases to be reported than usual simply because each individual needs to be asked or questioned as to whether one or two loose stools is normal or not. Also, it does not give an accurate count for the amount of reportable cases as some individuals might be isolated without meeting the criteria of a reportable case. More individuals are being isolated because it is not clear in the Operations manual as to what is above normal.

Supporting information: 

This section of the AGE case definition is not very clear and needs more clarity to avoid misinterpretation of the definition of a reportable case for what is above normal. If an individual have one or two episodes of loose stools but had no other symptoms or loose stools, does this meet the criteria for what is above normal of the crew or passenger say no? This is the confusing part of the definition that either needs to be considered removing or explained more clearly in simple terms for everyone to understand.
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