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General RWF Signs 


Change Subject: 


Section Number: 
   	
Check one: Construction ___ Operations _X_ Both ___ (specify both numbers)
	Pg 66 Sec 6.7.1.1.1 


Number (s): 


Change you would like VSP to Consider and Recommended Solution: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is recommended that the current requirements for the exact language (e.g., the signs at a minimum must include the following words) on RWFs are removed.

Amend as follows:
Safety signs must be provided for all RWFs, except for BABY-ONLY WATER FACILITIES
The following information should be included on the sign as appropriate to the facility.  It is advisable to post additional cautions and concerns on signs:
• Do not use these facilities if you are experiencing diarrhea, vomiting, or fever.
• No children in diapers or who are not toilet trained 
• Shower before entering the facility.
•Take children on frequent bathroom breaks. 
















Public Health Significance:
Exact language should not be mandated for RWF signs as there are circumstances where exceptions are needed to exclude irrelevant information (such as adult only areas that don't allow access to children).  Signs should also allow for the information to be written in a form that is easily understood by the users and exact language does not allow for the operating lines to adjust as needed.  Stating the relevant information covered by the sign should provide sufficient public health protection.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          ''Bather load'' has been removed since this doesn't help manage pool hygiene - swimmers will use pool regardless, and only raises public's expectation and potential legal issues. Bather loads are also calculated as instantaneous bather loads (per hour) and this is not representative of a typical 'ship pool'. 












Supporting information: 

Added text (5 Aug 2015):
Bather load calculations can and do change and should not be required to be a part of a permanent sign.  

The following was cited during a recent VSP inspection:

“The safety signs had inaccurate information or were only partially visible. For example: (1) the calculated bather load for all whirlpools was 3 persons but the safety signs stated 4 persons, (2) the calculated bather load for the large Riviera pool was 19 persons but the safety sign stated 20 persons, (3) the safety sign for the Splash pool was only partially visible because it was inside a plant vase.”
When the ship was inspected, the flow rate had slightly changed resulting in a lower bather load calculation.  There was, however, no change in chemistry levels within the RWF due to this change.  
Considering that flow rate in the systems change, posting this information on a permanent sign would result in frequent changing of the sign itself.   
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