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VSP will not allow traditional-style pool with a depth where parents can go in with their kids.
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Proposed Baby - accessible Pool Section

Change Subject: 


Section Number: 
   	
Check one: Construction ___ Operations _X_ Both ___ (specify both numbers)
	Section 13.7 


Number (s): 


Change you would like VSP to Consider and Recommended Solution: 
A new section is recommended covering - BABY ACCESSIBLE POOLS. These are swimming pools which may be used by adults together with infants who are not toilet trained. This will allow a similar leisure experience on cruise ships to those allowed ashore and include specific additional precautions to existing RWFs to help protect bather health.






Public Health Significance:
The MAHC uses the concept of Increased Risk Aquatic Venue” which means ''an aquatic venue which due to its intrinsic characteristics and intended users has a greater likelihood of affecting the of the bathers of that venue by being at increased risk for microbial contamination (e.g., by children less than 5 years old) or being used by people that may be more susceptible to infection (e.g., therapy patients with open wounds). Examples of increased-risk aquatic venues include spray pads, wading pools and other aquatic venues designed for children less than five years old as well as therapy pools.''. This suggests that younger children may swim with adults in RWFs.  Parents want to enjoy time with younger infants/children in pools, as part of a family group. Currently parents will state that their child is toilet trained, even if they are not, to enable this to happen. It would be safer and better to provide an environment with enhanced controls and clear signage to enable users to make an informed choice, rather than to state an un-enforceable rule which causes legal and operational problems.













Supporting information: 

In Europe, the UK and internationally there is no restriction on infants in swim diapers using RWFs with adults. While there may be a small increase in level of risk (although not from babies who are still being breast fed) this is accepted and additional control measure would help mitigate this risk to an acceptable level. The other more stringent controls on ships make the overall situation safer than that in equivalent facilities ashore in any case.  Keeping these as designated named facilities would also help allow passengers make an informed choice, as 'adult only' pools would also be maintained  
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