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Change Subject:  Surfaces of Baby-Only Water Facilities (BOWFs)

Section Number: 
   	
Check one: Construction _X_ Operations ___ Both ___ (specify both numbers)
	
Number (s): Const. 31.2.1  Ops 

Change you would like VSP to Consider and Recommended Solution: 

31.2.1 Deck Material
Ensure that the decking material for the facility is durable, nonabsorbent, slip-resistant, and nontoxic, and free of crevices and sharp surfaces.  If climbing features are installed, provide impact attenuation surfaces in accordance with ASTM F1292-04.

Public Health Significance:

There is a higher chance of a fecal accident in BOWFs and crevices make cleaning and disinfecting of the facility quite difficult.  The sharp surfaces are a physical hazard for children.

Supporting information: 
This was seen on a recent new-build RWF for a facility intended for use as a BOWF.  The current manual does not prevent this condition.
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MODIFIED SUGGESTION

31.2.1 Deck Material
Ensure that the decking material inside the facility is durable, nonabsorbent, slip-resistant, and nontoxic. All deck edges, including small changes in vertical elevation, shall be beveled or rounded to eliminate sharp edges.  Joints between deck materials and components and any other gaps or crevices shall have fillers (caulk, sealant, or other nontoxic material) to provide a smooth and easily cleanable surface.  Fasteners and other attachments or surfaces must not have sharp edges. 
If climbing features are installed, provide impact attenuation surfaces in accordance with ASTM F1292-04.

MAHC INFO FROM 4.8.1.1.3 (these are for general RWFs, not specifically for baby-only facilities)
Conditions between adjacent deck materials, components, and concrete pours shall not have open joints or gaps larger than 3/16 inches wide (4.8 mm), nor a maximum difference in vertical elevation of ¼ inches (6.4 mm).
Open joints or gaps larger than 3/16 inches (4.8 mm) wide with vertical elevations exceeding ¼ inches (6.4 mm) shall be rectified using appropriate fillers.
The use of fillers such as caulk or sealant in joints or gaps shall be permitted for expansion and contraction and shall not be in violation of MAHC section 4.8.1.1.3.
[bookmark: _GoBack]All deck edges shall be beveled, rounded or otherwise relieved to eliminate sharp corners.
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