
Vessel Sanitation Program (VSP) Construction Guidelines and Operations Manual Revision 
2015/16 Change Request Form
																										Internal number: _262__

	Recommendation
	
Accepted as Submitted

	___
	Accepted as Amended
	[bookmark: _GoBack]_X__
	No Action
	___


All information above the line is for VSP use only.


Change Subject:  Microbiological Sampling Methods
Revise wording in section 5.1.1.2.2, Onboard Test (06)

Section Number: 
   	
Check one: Construction ___ Operations _X_ Both ___ (specify both numbers)
	
Number (s): 5.1.1.2.2, Onboard Test (06)

14 July 2016:
CLIA & VSP - Accepted as amended

Change you would like VSP to Consider and Recommended Solution: 

In Reference to: VSP Section 5.1.1.2.2, Onboard Test (06), Sentence 2: “The samples must be analyzed using a method accepted in Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater”

Requested Change to Consider: We would like to request the wording above to be revised to include the following: “The samples must be analyzed using a method accepted in Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater or EPA approved equivalent.”

Recommended Solution: Revise the wording in 5.1.1.2.2, Onboard Test (06), Sentence 2 to include wording or international EPA approved equivalent.

Public Health Significance:

The EPA, AWWA, and WEF jointly publish the Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater.  As section 5.1.1.2.2 is currently worded, the technology EPA has approved as an equivalent to the Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater, but not written in the Standard Methods, could be interpreted as unacceptable. This may limit or inhibit the use of emerging or existing technologies, which can significantly improve the sensitivity, specificity, and convenience of performing potable water testing to safeguard public health.  The requested changes above will allow for more specific wording in the approved technology by the VSP.

The Colitag™ method for detection of total coliforms and E. coli represents one such example. This method is distributed globally and capable of detecting one chlorine injured organism within a flexible incubation window of 16 to 48 hours. The high sensitivity and flexible incubation time frame allows technicians to capture accurate results with the greatest level ease amongst current methods. These benefits may translate to increased time efficiency and sample monitoring. 

Supporting information below includes:  1) US EPA approval publication of the Colitag™ method; 2) References demonstrating Colitag’s high sensitivity in detecting total coliforms and E. coli (Olstadt, etal., and Fricker etal.) and 3) Colitag™ directions for use (package insert).

Supporting information: 

1. Federal Register, Vol. 74, No. 216, Tuesday, November 10, 2009, Rules and Regulations, p. 57913.
2. Olstadt, J. Schauer, J.J., Standridge J., Kluender S., 2007, A Comparison of ten USEPA approved total coliform/E. coli tests, IWA Publishing, Journal of Water and Health, 05.2, pp. 267-282.
3. Fricker, C., Warden, P.S., DeSarno, M., Eldred, B., 2010, Significance of Methods and Sample Volumes for E. coli and Total Coliform Measurements, Water Research Foundation and American Water Works Association.
4. Colitag instructional insert
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