Vessel Sanitation Program (VSP) Construction Guidelines and Operations Manual Revision 
2015/16 Change Request Form
																										Internal number: _225__

	Recommendation
	
Accepted as Submitted

	___
	Accepted as Amended
	___
	No Action
	[bookmark: _GoBack]_x__


All information above the line is for VSP use only.


Change Subject: Location of Seawater Inlets


Section Number: 22.13.1
   	
Check one: Construction _X__ Operations ___ Both ___ (specify both numbers)
	
Number (s): 


Change you would like VSP to Consider and Recommended Solution: 

Proposed text changes in red:
 
Locate the SANITARY SEAWATER intakes (sea chests) forward of all overboard waste discharge outlets such as emergency and routine discharge lines from waste water treatment facilities, the bilge, RECREATIONAL WATER FACILITIES, and untreated ballast tanks. 
This does not include the following: 
• Discharges from DECK DRAINS on open decks. 
• Cooling lines with no chemical treatment. 
• Alarmed vent/overflow pipes for GRAY WATER, treated GRAY or BLACK WATER, and untreated ballast tank with an automatic shutoff system for SANITARY SEAWATER intake. These alarms must be visual and audible and must sound in a space that is continuously occupied. 
• Alarmed emergency bilge discharge lines with an automatic shutoff system for SANITARY SEAWATER intake. These alarms must be visual and audible and must sound in a space that is continuously occupied.
· Alarmed treated (with no chemicals) ballast discharge lines.


Public Health Significance:

As per EPA and USCG standards, ships are required to have a ballast water management plan.  The plan includes treatment strategies as well as monitoring of ballast water prior to discharge.  As part of this update, ships will only utilize a physical treatment process (e.g., UV and filtration) and not a chemical treatment process as allowed by EPA.



Supporting information: 

EPA – Vessel General Permit (VGP) for Discharges Incidental to Normal 2013

2.2.3.2 Ballast Water Management Plans
All owner/operators of vessels equipped with ballast water tanks must maintain a ballast water management plan that has been developed specifically for the vessel that will ensure that those responsible for the plan’s implementation understand and follow the vessel’s ballast water management strategy. Owner/operators must make that plan available upon request to EPA or its authorized representative. Vessel owner/operators must assure that the master and crew members who actively take part in the management of the discharge or who may affect the discharge understand and follow the management strategy laid out in the plan.
At a minimum, all vessels must have a plan which outlines how they will meet the requirements of Part 2.2.3.3 of this permit. The plan must also include how vessels will comply with training requirements of 2.2.3.1 and meet all requirements in Parts 2.2.3.3 through 2.2.3.8, as applicable. EPA notes that a Ballast Water Management Plan is also required by the United States Coast Guard by 33 CFR Part 151. Provided owner/operators meet the requirements discussed above, EPA expects that vessels will need one ballast water management plan to meet both EPA and USCG requirements.

2.2.3.5.1.1.4 Effluent Biological Organism Monitoring
Once a ballast water treatment system is required to be installed onboard a vessel (see part 2.2.3.5.2 for applicability and timeframe for installation of such vessels), any ballast water discharges from such vessels will be subject to the effluent limitations in Part 2.2.3.5 of this permit. To ascertain compliance with the effluent limitation in that section, EPA is establishing the following biological indicator compliance monitoring. These samples can be taken by collecting a small volume sample from the ballast water discharge (consistent with the sampling guidance found in EPA’s Generic Protocol for the Verification of Ballast Water Treatment Technology) and analyzing the sample for concentrations of certain biological indicator parameters. Analysis of concentrations of indicator organisms must include monitoring for the parameters in Table 2 below utilizing the methods in that table, or other EPA Part 136 methods as applicable.

2.2.3.5 Ballast Water Numeric Discharge Limitations
Owners/operator must meet the following ballast water discharge limits (expressed as instantaneous maximum) consistent with the schedule found in Part 2.2.3.5.2, unless you are excluded from these requirements by Parts 2.2.3.5.3 or 2.2.3.8 of this permit:
1. For organisms greater than or equal to 50 micrometers in minimum dimension: discharge must include fewer than 10 living organisms per cubic meter of ballast water.
2. For organisms less than 50 micrometers and greater than or equal to 10 micrometers: discharge must include fewer than 10 living organisms per milliliter (mL) of ballast water.
3. Indicator microorganisms must not exceed:
(i) For Toxicogenic Vibrio cholerae (serotypes O1 and O139): a concentration of less than 1 colony forming unit (cfu) per 100 mL.
(ii) For Escherichia coli: a concentration of fewer than 250 cfu per 100 mL.
(iii) For intestinal enterococci: a concentration of fewer than 100 cfu per 100 mL.
These limits may be met by using one of the ballast water management measures in Parts 2.2.3.5.1.1, 2.2.3.5.1.2, 2.2.3.5.1.3, or 2.2.3.5.1.4.
Note: EPA will continue to explore new technologies with industry and states, and when warranted, will make this numeric limit more stringent in the future (see discussion in section 4.4.3.5.1 of the fact sheet). Additionally, EPA encourages and anticipates, as part of this process, that states will continue to work with industry to test and provide opportunities for new technologies.
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