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Change Subject: Blind lines
Section Number: 
   	
Check one: Construction _X __ Operations ___ Both x ___ (specify both numbers)
	
Number (s): 

Change you would like VSP to Consider and Recommended Solution: 
· Absence of blind lines in the potable water distribution system and in the water systems of Recreational Water Facilities: (pipes, larger than their diameter, closed at one end through which no water passes through them). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Add definition of blind line

Public Health Significance:
Blind lines that are parts of the distribution that are never used cannot be flushed and are normally created after alteration on the system or even during construction. Blind lines may hold stagnant water for large periods. Stagnation in the system prevents proper chemical treatment and allows legionellae to develop.

Supporting information: 
According to WHO stagnation as well as well as sludge, scale, rust, algae or slime deposits in water distribution systems supports the growth of Legionella spp. (WHO, Guidelines for drinking-water quality - 4th ed.). Thus, stagnation of the system should be minimized. This can partially be achieved by removing or shortening the blind part or modified in order to permit circulation of chemically treated water (WHO, Legionella and the prevention of legionellosis).
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