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Change Subject: 4.1.2.2 Questionnaires

VSP will add information already contained in the sample questionnaire to the list on this section, such as details about travels before boarding, consuming drinks with ice, and illness cause.

Section Number: 4.1.2.2.1 Food/Beverage Questionnaires
   	
Check one: Construction ___ Operations _X_ Both ___ (specify both numbers)
	
Number (s): 4.1.2.2.1


Change you would like VSP to Consider and Recommended Solution: 

 Questionnaires detailing activities and meal locations for the 72 hours before illness onset must be distributed to all passengers and crew members who are AGE cases identified as Reportable AGE cases. The self-administered questionnaires must contain all of the data elements that appear in the questionnaire found in Annex 13.2.2 Completed questionnaires must be maintained with the AGE surveillance log.At a minimum, the self-administered questionnaires must contain the following data elements:
· Vessel name 
· Voyage number
· Person’s name
· Person’s age
· Person’s sex
· Designation as a passenger or crew member
· Cabin number
· Total number in cabin
· Meal seating information (seating and table number)
· Date and time of illness onset
· Other people with the same symptoms
· Travel and boarding information prior to joining the vessel
· Tour group information, if applicable
· Ports went ashore prior to illness onset
· Excursions attended
· Food and Beverage consumption while ashore
· Meals and activities aboard the vessel for 72 hours prior to illness (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, Snacks)
· Activities attended onboard
An example questionnaire template containing all of the required data elements can be found in Annex 13.2.2. 

Public Health Significance:

This change request proposes to allow cruise lines the flexibility to develop their own unique surveillance questionnaires. The VSP Operations Manual would provide a template questionnaire with the minimum requirements for surveillance variables, much like the AGE log, and cruise lines can tailor the questionnaires for hypothesis generation in each unique scenario. With targeted questionnaires and improved data collection methods, cruise lines can improve early detection of AGE elevations, and thereby potentially reduce morbidity.

Current data capture tools do not allow for rapid analysis, and moreover, diverts a significant proportion of ship's medical staff time and resources that likely impacts the quality of patient care. Additionally, the time delay in analysis reduces the opportunity to focus outbreak control efforts on high-risk exposures, thereby creating additional adverse health outcomes (morbidity).

Supporting information: 

As identified during the Snap Survey Pilot Project, a project instigated by the VSP to study different data capture methods, the current questionnaire was designed in a way that makes it challenging for shipboard and shoreside personnel to identify trends and exposures patterns, due to a number of deficiencies:
· Lack of an effective data collection system.
· Poor response rate among guests, including questionnaires that are returned incomplete.
· Recall bias of respondents.
· Lack of rapid and user friendly data analysis tools to identify relationships between exposure and illness outcomes.
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