
Vessel Sanitation Program (VSP) Construction Guidelines and Operations Manual Revision 
2015/16 Change Request Form
																										Internal number: _285__

	Recommendation
	
Accepted as Submitted

	___
	Accepted as Amended
	___
	No Action
	[bookmark: _GoBack]_x__


All information above the line is for VSP use only.


Change Subject: Outbreak Investigation 


Section Number: 13.4 Acute Gastroenteritis Outbreak Investigation
   	
Check one: Construction ___ Operations _X__ Both ___ (specify both numbers)
	
Number (s): 13.4.1.5, 13.4.2


Change you would like VSP to Consider and Recommended Solution: 

Section 13.4.1.5 (Investigation) is a verbatim duplication of section 13.4.1.1 (Introduction). CLIA recommends merging section 13.4.2 (Objectives) and section 13.4.1.5 and revising as follows:

13.4.1.5 Investigation
	Outbreaks of AGE aboard cruise ships are relatively infrequent occurrences. Since implementation of the cooperative program between the cruise industry and VSP, the outbreak rate on vessels each year has steadily declined.
	The primary reason for conducting outbreak investigations is to identify the source of illness in order to help guide and establish disease prevention and control measures that will prevent future episodes of disease. Most outbreak investigations involve the following steps:
1. Verifying the diagnosis and establishing the existence of an outbreak.
2. Establishing a case definition and identifying cases.
3. Conducting descriptive epidemiology to determine the personal characteristics of the cases, changes in the disease frequency over the duration of a voyage(s), and differences in disease frequency based on location.
4. Developing hypotheses about the cause or source of illness.
5. Evaluating the hypotheses based on data collection.
6. Implementing prevention and control measures.
7. Communicating the findings of the investigation.


13.4.2 Objectives
	The objectives of an investigation are to:
· Determine the extent of the AGE among passengers and crew.
· Identify the agent causing the illness.
· Identify risk factors associated with the illness
· Formulate control measures to prevent the spread of the illness.


Public Health Significance:

Although a variety of steps for investigating an outbreak exist in the VSP Manual, no standard approach exists for response to an outbreak. Including a flow chart, or sequence of events in investigating a typical outbreak of foodborne illness, within the VSP Manual will show the sequential steps in investigating a typical outbreak. 

Supporting information: 

CDC (2015). Multistate and Nationwide Foodborne Outbreak Investigations: A Step-by-Step Guide. http://www.cdc.gov/foodsafety/outbreaks/investigating-outbreaks/investigations/index.html 

Palmer et al. (2012). Evidence-Based Medicine applied to the control of communicable disease incidents when evidence is scarce and time is limited. Attached.
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