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Number (s): 4.4.1.1.1

Change you would like VSP to Consider and Recommended Solution: 

4.4.1.1.1 Symptomatic and Meeting the Case Definition for Acute Gastroenteritis (AGE) (11 C) 
FOOD EMPLOYEES: 
• Isolate in cabin or designated restricted area until symptom-free for a minimum of 48 hours. 
• Follow-up with and receive approval by designated medical personnel before returning crew to work. 
• Document date and time of last symptom and clearance to return to work. 

For the six hours prior to symptom onset until the time of illness reporting, 
• Document the investigation performed by the FOOD EMPLOYEE’s supervisor or PERSON IN CHARGE into all foods prepared or served by the FOOD EMPLOYEE to the foods have been discarded or held for laboratory testing.
• When possible, document all people who consumed foods prepared or served by the FOOD EMPLOYEE while they were symptomatic have been monitored for AGE symptoms.   Review any AGE cases among passengers or crew reported after the ill food employee’s symptom onset for epidemiological link/connection.


Public Health Significance:
Studies have revealed that viral shedding can occur in the hours prior to the development of diarrhea or vomiting for those infected with norovirus. Food handlers are especially at risk for spreading viral illness since they may be shedding virus during food preparation or service.  
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