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Change Subject:  Reportable Case Definition


Section Number: 4.1.1.1.1.
   	
Check one: Construction ___ Operations _X__ Both ___ (specify both numbers)
	
Change you would like VSP to Consider and Recommended Solution: 

Clarify definition of GI case	.

In the definition of Reportable AGE case (VSP definition) on page 22, the 1st characteristic is “Diarrhea (three of more loose stools in a 24-hour period or what is above normal for the individual, e.g., individuals with underlying medical conditions)”.  In Section 4.1.1.1.1., the reference to “individuals with underlying medical conditions” was omitted.  

When this definition was developed prior to the 2011 VSP Manual, the intent was to exclude persons with underlying illnesses, such as crone’s, IBF, etc. from the case definition because they often have >3 loose stools in a 24-hour period.  However, the current interpretation is that if an individual states that 2 loose stools in a 24-hour period is “more than normal”, they would meet the case definition, even though they had fewer than 3 loose stools in a 24-hour period.

Recommendation:

Insure that case definitions are consistent throughout the document.  Add a clarification statement (in green) Underlying medical conditions must be documented in the medical record.

Public Health Significance:

Clearer focus on managing persons who meet the case definition for AGE cases and not individuals who may have had 1 or 2 loose stools.
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