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Change Subject:  Rat Guards

Section Number: 
   	
Check one: Construction ___ Operations _X_ Both ___ (specify both numbers)
	
Number (s): 8.2.1.1.2 Exclusion (Including rat guards)

Change you would like VSP to Consider and Recommended Solution: 

Add specificity to the requirement of properly constructed and used rat guards on mooring lines.

· Rat guards should be made of aluminum-alloy sheet metal or galvanized sheet steel. 
Single-line, multiple-line, or conical shape rat guards should be used according to the manufacturer’s specifications. 
· Rat guards should be on all lines that go ashore upon arrival and until one hour before the ship leaves port. Rat guards should be placed at least six feet from the pier or at least two feet from the vessel. Stuff any openings with non-chewable material. Do not stagger guards on adjacent lines or gang nearby lines into one guard.

7/13/16: Accept as amended (below)

Rat guards must be made of a durable and non-chewable material. Single-line, multiple-line, or conical shape rat guards should be used according to the manufacturer’s specifications. 

Rat guards must be on all lines that go ashore upon arrival and until one hour before the ship leaves port. Each line must have at least one rat guard placed either as far as practicable from the pier or as far as practicable from the ship while being able to stuff any openings with non-chewable material. Rat guards must not be staggered on adjacent lines and a group of lines must not be merged onto one rat guard.


Public Health Significance:

Rat guards are intended to prevent rats from boarding ships by way of mooring lines. Rats are known disease vectors.

Supporting information: 

ASTM International Standard F1099M-98 (2011) – Standard Specifications for Rat Guards, Ship’s (Metric)
U.S. Navy Shipboard Pest Management Pocket Guide 2009. Retrieved from http://www.med.navy.mil/sites/nmcphc/Documents/nepmu-6/Entomology/Technical-Guides/SBPM-POCKET-GUIDE.pdf
[bookmark: _Toc389372940]U.S. Navy LT Christian’s Little Blue Book 1999. Retrieved from http://www.med.navy.mil/searchcenter/Pages/Results.aspx/Results.aspx?k=rat%20guard&s=All%20Sites 
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