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Change Subject: Continuous Disinfection


Section Number: 
   	
Check one: Construction __ Operations _X__ Both ___ (specify both numbers)
	
Number (s): 9.1.1.1.1

Change you would like VSP to Consider and Recommended Solution: 

Continuous Disinfection (41)

When the cumulative proportion of cases of AGE among passengers or crew members is ≥ 2%, the outbreak management response must include cleaning and disinfecting all public areas, including handrails and restrooms, on a continuous basis at an increased frequency and targeted timing following crowd gathering events. 

7/14/16: Accepted, as amended with green text
….on a continuous basis, “while passengers and/or crew are circulating in those areas.:
Consensus: 

When the cumulative proportion of cases of AGE among passengers or crew members is ≥ 2%, the outbreak management response must include cleaning and disinfecting all public areas, including handrails and restrooms, on a continuous basis, while passengers and/or crew are circulating in those areas.

This process involves disinfection of hand-contact surfaces of all public areas, including restrooms and handrails, throughout the ship and identified in the OPRP. Workers disinfect these surfaces without interruption along a logical route by deck, venue and area when people are present or circulating in these areas. 


Public Health Significance:

The verbiage “continuous basis” is a vague standard that the shipboard staff doesn’t always understand. To make the requirement more precise that can be described in the OPRP, “increased frequency” is suggested. This is also to match the intention of “graduated approach to outbreak management”, as stated under 9.1.1.1.5 Written OPRP. 

And specifying timing after crowd gathering is especially important in controlling the spread of illness through experiences in managing outbreaks. 

Supporting information: 

9.1.1.1.5 Written OPRP (41) 
Each vessel must have a written Outbreak Prevention and Response Plan (OPRP) that details standard procedures and policies to specifically address AGE onboard. The written OPRP must include the following at a minimum:
· At a minimum, triggers must address a graduated approach to outbreak management in response to increasing case counts. 
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