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Change Subject: Comments on CRF 253 - Passenger Self-Service Buffet Handwashing Stations

Section Number: 
   	
Check one: Construction ___ Operations _x__ Both ___ (specify both numbers)
	
Number (s): New section under 7.7 Facilities


Change you would like VSP to Consider and Recommended Solution: 

Recalling the debate at the January 2016 meeting, CLIA was concerned about the proposed trigger for structural modifications.  Therefore, we propose alternative text to the original VSP proposal below, highlighted in yellow.  

Original VSP Proposal:

The following section applies to all vessels with a keel laid date of Month 2016 or later and any food self-service areas that have been modified since Month 2016, including replacement, relocation, or addition of buffet counter(s) or equipment.

CLIA Proposal:

The following section applies to all vessels with a keel laid date of Month 2016 or later and any food self-service areas that have had a major renovation after since Month 2016, that meets the description provided in Section 12.11.1.6 including replacement, relocation, or addition of buffet counter(s) or equipment.


Public Health Significance:

While CLIA Members wholeheartedly agree that handwashing stations provide very effective means to prevent the transmission of disease, especially in areas with high hand contact like buffets, we are of the view that the proposed trigger for this sort of installation is not always practical.  The installation of these new handwashing stations involves new piping connections and new flow rates that the current pumps and associated piping may not be able to accommodate.  It is quite possible that substantial structural modifications could be required in the form of new pumps and new pipes, which go beyond that one buffet area and extend throughout the ship.  

As we consider whether and when requirements should become effective for new ship builds and when it might be appropriate to impose the requirement on an existing ship, it is useful to reference two international maritime Conventions which often deal with mandatory international requirements for oceangoing cruise ships: The International Convention for Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) and the International Convention on the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL).  These Conventions, as well as other international Conventions and Codes, are developed at the International Maritime Organization (IMO).  Both of these Conventions provide the following with respect to new amendments:

MARPOL: “Unless expressly provided otherwise, any amendment to the present Convention made under this article, which relates to the structure of a ship, shall apply only to ships for which the building contract is placed, or in the absence of a building contract, the keel of which is laid, on or after the date on which the amendment comes into force.”

SOLAS: “Unless expressly provided otherwise, any amendment to the present Convention made under this article, which relates to the structure of a ship, shall apply only to ships the keels of which are laid or which are at a similar stage of construction, on or after the date on which the amendment enters into force.”

Under these Conventions, in order to rely on the clause “unless expressly provided otherwise,” and require a structural modification on an existing ship, there are a number of steps that first need to be taken. First, a justification that the environment or the safety of persons on the existing vessel is at a high risk if this structural modification isn’t made on all ships.  If a majority of speaking delegations at the IMO agrees with the justification, then a cost-benefit analysis must be developed for review.  If this analysis yields acceptable results to the delegations, then they may be inclined to support a structural modification revision to all ships.  These types of modifications usually only happen under exceptional circumstances as they may have additional unforeseen consequences on the overall performance of the vessel.  

For new construction or a major renovation as defined by section 12.11.1.6, the cruise industry could accept the proposal, but for the replacement, relocation, or additional of buffet counters and any piece of equipment, the industry simply cannot see the justification for such an impact on the design and performance of the vessel.  

Supporting information: 

The International Convention for Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974: http://www.imo.org/en/About/Conventions/ListOfConventions/Pages/International-Convention-for-the-Safety-of-Life-at-Sea-(SOLAS),-1974.aspx

The International Convention on the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL):
http://www.imo.org/en/About/Conventions/ListOfConventions/Pages/International-Convention-for-the-Prevention-of-Pollution-from-Ships-%28MARPOL%29.aspx
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