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Concern that it might not be achievable for food workers who work in remote areas such as beverage only bars. As written, does not take into account food employees off-duty with deck privileges.
What about child activity center workers?
Suggestion to have as green text or in an OPRP context. 
VSP to revise language. Comment from VSP that the language could include main, crew, lido, specialty galleys, etc.
1/27: CLIA doesn’t support; not practical for satellite food/beverage outlets; suggests placing requirement in Const. G/L
VSP states this is important and a necessity; no minimum distance requirement
Modification: beverage-only service bars excluded (bar pantry- garnishing, and some fruit slicing)
“Food employees at beverage-only bars where the only food preparation includes garnish slicing in the pantry and drink making in the pantry and bar are excluded.”
Scientific study and data gathering between VSP and cruise industry will be conducted to determine if pax toilets are more ‘contaminated’ than crew toilets.  
PENDING
7/14/16: Accept, as amended (CLIA would like to come back with data in October)

CLIA does not agree; Proposed methodology for swab collection/analysis study and does not agree with VSP data (ship logs of PVI/PDI in crew toilets/areas and passenger toilets/areas; evaluation revealed passenger toilets/areas more contaminated than crew toilets/areas)

“Food employees at beverage-only bars where the only food preparation includes garnish slicing in the pantry and drink making in the pantry and bar are excluded.”
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All information above the line is for VSP use only. List excepted green text areas.


Change Subject: Food Employees May Not Use Public Toilets

Section Number: 
   	
Check one: Construction ___ Operations _X_ Both ___ (specify both numbers)
	
Number (s):  7.2.4.3

Change you would like VSP to Consider and Recommended Solution: 

Toilet Rooms

Food employees while in working uniforms must not use toilet rooms designated for passenger use.

Public Health Significance:

To reduce the opportunity of the vessel’s food employees to be exposed to norovirus from unreported passenger infections.  Cited scientific studies have shown the presence of norovirus on toilet room surfaces.

Supporting information: 

Environmental Swabs as a Tool in Norovirus Outbreak Investigation, Including Outbreaks on Cruise Ships, Journal for Food Protection (JFP), 2009; Evaluation of a New Environmental Sampling Protocol for Detection of Human Norovirus on Inanimate Surfaces, Applied and Environmental Microbiology (AEM), 2015; Gastrointestinal Flu: Norovirus in Health Care and Long-Term Care Facilities, Clinical Infectious Diseases (CID), 2008.
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