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Change Subject:  VSP Jurisdiction

Section Number: Section 2.2
   	
Check one: Construction ___ Operations _x_ Both ___ (specify both numbers)
	
Change you would like VSP to Consider and Recommended Solution: 

Clarification of Section 2.2 Jurisdiction, to be consistent with definition of AGE and VSP’s mission to prevent AGE transmission to U.S. ports by ships sailing from foreign ports.

“These records are reviewed during operational inspections.  VSP has and will continue to cite violations identified in the record review, even if the ship was not sailing in U.S. waters when the violation occurred, if the violation occurred within 45 days prior to arrival in the U.S.

Public Health Significance:

VSP Ops Manual states that “if the record review reveals violations that could result in illness when the ship arrives in a U.S. port, points may be deducted according to the violations identified during the inspection”.  Ops Section 2.2 states that “VSP’s mission is to prevent AGE transmission to U.S. ports by ships sailing from foreign ports”.  AGE is defined in Section 3.2, and the common etiologies for AGE are enumerated in the two source documents below.  The maximum incubation for the common etiologies for AGE, is 6 weeks (42 days) for Hepatitis A.  Therefore, any violation that occurred prior to 42 days of arrival into a U.S. port is not significant in the absence of AGE, because if exposure took place, AGE illness should have presented.  

Supporting information: 

Some common enteric pathogens are**:

1. Caliciviruses (including Noroviruses)		48 hours
2. Entamoeba histolytica (Amebiasis)		 4 weeks
3. Hepatitis A virus					 6 weeks
4. Salmonella spp.					72 hours
5. Shigella spp					48 hours
6. Giardia lamblia					21 days
7. Campylobacter spp				 5 days
8. Escherichia coli 					10 days
9. Clostridium botulinum 				10 days
10. Bacillus cereus					16 hours
11. Cyclospora					 7 days			
12. Cryptosporidium spp				10 days			
13. Listeria monocytogenes			 3 weeks
14. Yersinia spp					10 days
15. Vibrio cholerae					 5 days
16. Foodborne intoxications 
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