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Change Subject: Variances, Areas Not Identified	

Section Number: Section 12.13.3.3.
   	
Check one: Construction ___ Operations _x__ Both ___ (specify both numbers)
	
Change you would like VSP to Consider and Recommended Solution: 

Clarification of 12.13.3.3.  to differentiate when a variance is actually required, versus when written procedures or control measures are sufficient.  See language below:

If the review determines the concept is within the scope of the VSP Operations manual, written procedures and/or control measures are sufficient.  If the review determines that the concept is outside the scope of the VSP Operations Manual, a variance will be required to document the public health procedures and control measures on how the public health hazards and nuisances will be addressed.

Public Health Significance:
New procedures, systems, equipment, technology, processes, and activities occur with each new vessel being built.  Not all of the new items require a variance, many may be covered under the existing areas covered by the VSP Ops Manual.  A description of the new procedures, systems, equipment, etc., should be submitted to VSP for review to determine if existing Manual procedures cover protection of public health in these areas.  If so, no variance should be required.  If the review determines that the new area is not adequately covered by the existing VSP Manual, a variance would be required, as detailed in Section 12.13.2.1. (bullets 2-4).  

For example, the Bionic Bar on the Quantum of the Seas was considered to be new equipment and processes.  A document was prepared detailing the technology being used, the health risks identified and how they would be controlled.  This was submitted to VSP for review and approval.  The procedures developed were all within the scope of the existing VSP Manual.  Based on this review, no variance should have been required.
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