


 Acute Gastroenteritis (AGE) Surveillance– 2016 Master Tracking System - Operations and Construction Manual

	Section
	Title / Requirement
	Item/C
	B
	O
	C

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	AGE case:
	
	
	x
	

	
	See REPORTABLE AGE CASE.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Acute gastroenteritis (AGE):
	
	
	x
	

	
	Irritation and inflammation of the digestive tract characterized by sudden onset of symptoms of diarrhea and/or vomiting, as well as other constitutional symptoms such as fever, abdominal cramps, headache, or muscle aches.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Beverage:
	
	
	x
	

	
	A liquid for drinking, including water.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Consumer:
	
	
	x
	

	
	A person who takes possession of food, is not functioning as an operator of a food establishment or FOOD-PROCESSING PLANT, and does not offer the food for resale.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Date/time of onset: 
	
	
	x
	

	
	Date/time on which the first symptom appeared.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Equipment:
	
	
	x
	

	
	An article used in the operation of a food establishment, such as a freezer, grinder, hood, ice maker, meat block, mixer, oven, reach-in refrigerator, scale, sink, slicer, stove, table, TEMPERATURE-MEASURING DEVICE for ambient air, vending machine, or WAREWASHING machine. Equipment does not include items used for handling or storing large quantities of PACKAGED foods that are received from a supplier in a cased or overwrapped lot, such as hand trucks, forklifts, dollies, pallets, racks, and skids.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Food-contact surface:
	
	
	x
	

	
	Surfaces (food zone, splash zone) of EQUIPMENT and UTENSILS with which food normally comes in contact and surfaces from which food may drain, drip, or splash back into a food or surfaces normally in contact with food (Figure 6).
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Food-processing plant:
	
	
	x
	

	
	A commercial operation that manufactures packages, labels, or stores food for human consumption and does not provide food directly to a CONSUMER.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Food employee:
	
	
	x
	

	
	A person working with unpackaged food, food EQUIPMENT or UTENSILS, LINENS, or FOOD-CONTACT SURFACES.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Isolation:
	
	
	x
	

	
	The separation of persons who have a specific infectious illness from those who are healthy and the restriction of ill persons’ movement to stop the spread of that illness. For VSP’s purposes, isolation for passengers with AGE symptoms is advised and isolation for crew with AGE symptoms is required.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Kitchenware:
	
	
	x
	

	
	Food preparation and storage UTENSILS.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Linens:
	
	
	x
	

	
	Fabric items such as cloth hampers, cloth napkins, tablecloths, wiping cloths, and work garments including cloth gloves.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Packaged:
	
	
	x
	

	
	Bottled, canned, cartoned, securely bagged, or securely wrapped, whether packaged in a food establishment or a FOOD-PROCESSING PLANT. Packaged does not include a wrapper, carry-out box, or other nondurable container used to containerize food to the facilitate food protection during service and receipt of food by the CONSUMER.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Person in charge:
	
	
	x
	

	
	The individual present on a vessel who is responsible for the food operation at the time of inspection such as the Food and BEVERAGE Manager, Food Manager, or Chef.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Reportable AGE case (VSP definition):
	
	
	x
	

	
	A case of AGE with one of the following characteristics:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Diarrhea (three or more episodes of loose stools in a 24-hour period or what is above normal for the individual, e.g., individuals with underlying medical conditions) OR
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Vomiting and one additional symptom including one or more episodes of loose stools in a 24-hour period, or abdominal cramps, or headache, or muscle aches, or fever (temperature of ≥38°C [100.4°F]); AND
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Reported to the master of the vessel, the medical staff, or other designated staff by a passenger or a crew member.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Nausea, although a common symptom of AGE, is specifically excluded from this definition to avoid misclassifying seasickness (nausea and vomiting) as
ACUTE GASTROENTERITIS.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Quarantine:
	
	
	x
	

	
	The limitation of movement of apparently well persons who have been exposed to a case of communicable (infectious) disease during its period of communicability to prevent disease TRANSMISSION during the incubation period if infection should occur.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Tableware:
	
	
	X
	

	
	Eating, drinking, and serving UTENSILS for table use such as flatware including forks, knives, and spoons; hollowware including bowls, cups, serving dishes, and tumblers; and plates.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Temperature-measuring device (TMD):
	
	
	X
	

	
	A thermometer, thermocouple, thermistor, or other device that indicates the temperature of food, air, or water and is numerically scaled in Celsius and/or Fahrenheit.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Transmission (of infection):
	
	
	X
	

	
	Any mechanism by which an infectious agent is spread from a source or reservoir to another person. These mechanisms are defined as follows:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Direct transmission (includes person-to-person transmission): Direct and essentially immediate transfer of infectious agents to a receptive portal of entry through which human or animal infection may take place.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Indirect transmission: Occurs when an infectious agent is transferred or carried by some intermediate item, organism, means, or process to a susceptible host, resulting in disease. Included are airborne, foodborne, waterborne, vehicleborne (e.g., fomites) and vectorborne modes of transmission.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Utensil:
	
	
	x
	

	
	A food-contact implement or container used in storing, preparing, transporting, dispensing, selling, or serving food. Examples: KITCHENWARE or TABLEWARE that is multiuse, single-service, or single-use; gloves used in contact with food; food TEMPERATURE-MEASURING DEVICES; and probe-type price or identification tags used in contact with food.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Warewashing:
	
	
	x
	

	
	The cleaning and sanitizing of TABLEWARE, UTENSILS, and FOOD- CONTACT SURFACES of EQUIPMENT.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1
	Data Collection
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.1
	Reportable Cases
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.1.1
	Definition
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.1.1.1
	Reportable Case Definition 
	02
	
	x
	

	
	A reportable case of AGE is only a case reported to the master of the vessel, the medical staff, or other designated staff by a passenger or a crew member and meets the definition below.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	A case is defined as
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Diarrhea (three or more episodes of loose stools in a 24 hour period or what is above normal for the individual. See section 4.1.2.1.3, illness symptoms); or
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Vomiting and one additional symptom including one or more episodes of loose stools in a 24-hour period, or abdominal cramps, or headache, or muscle aches, or fever (temperature of ≥38°C [100.4°F]);
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Nausea, although a common symptom of AGE, is specifically excluded from this definition to avoid misclassifying seasickness (nausea and vomiting) as AGE.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.1.1.2
	Onset Time 
	02
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	[bookmark: 4.1.1.1.2_Onset_Time_(02)]The reportable cases must include crew members with a symptom onset time of up to 3 days before boarding the vessel. Maintain documentation of the 3-day assessment for each crew member with symptoms on the vessel for review during inspections. Retain this documentation for 12 months.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.1.1.3
	Definition Purpose
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	These case definitions are to be used for identifying and classifying cases, both of which are done for reporting purposes. They should not be used as criteria for clinical intervention or public health action. For many conditions of public health importance, action to contain disease should be initiated as soon as a problem is identified; in many circumstances, appropriate public health action should be undertaken even though insufficient information is available to determine whether cases meet the case definition.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.1.1.4
	Foreign Quarantine Regulations
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	U.S. foreign QUARANTINE regulations (42 CFR Part 71) require ships to immediately report on-board deaths and certain communicable illnesses to CDC’s Division of Global Migration and QUARANTINE (DGMQ). These reports should be made to the CDC QUARANTINE Station with jurisdiction over the ship’s next U.S. port of entry. Reporting requirements for ill passengers or crew are posted at http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/content/ill-  reporting-maritime.aspx.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The preferred method of reporting illnesses and deaths to DGMQ is electronically via the Maritime Illness and Death Reporting System (MIDRS) Web-based application. MIDRS reports may also be submitted by e-mail. If MIDRS is not available, ships may contact the appropriate QUARANTINE station directly by phone, fax, or e-mail.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· MIDRS Web site address: https://wwwn.cdc.gov/midrs/.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· MIDRS e-mail address: midrs@cdc.gov.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· MIDRS administrative support: MIDRS_DGMQAdmin@cdc.gov or 888-892- 1320 (Monday-Friday 8:00 am-4:00 pm EST).
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· CDC QUARANTINE Station jurisdictions and contact information: http://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/QuarantineStat  ionContactListFull.html.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	For significant events or emergencies, ships should notify the appropriate CDC QUARANTINE Station by telephone. If the QUARANTINE station cannot be contacted immediately, please call the CDC Emergency Operations Center at 770-488-7100 or toll- free at 866-477-2553 (at-sea use).
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	General inquiries and information about quarantine regulations: Division of Global Migration and QUARANTINE
MS E03, 1600 Clifton Road, Atlanta, GA 30333 Web site: http://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/
E-mail: MIDRS_DGMQAdmin@cdc.gov Phone: 404-639-1600
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 1600 Clifton Road, Atlanta, GA 30333
Phone: 800-CDC-INFO (800-232-4636) TTY: 888-232-6348
Email: cdcinfo@cdc.gov
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.2
	Records
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.2.1
	Log
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.2.1.1
	Responsibility 
	02
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	A standardized AGE surveillance log for each cruise must be maintained daily by the master of the vessel, the medical staff, or other designated staff.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.2.1.2
	Required Information 
	02
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The AGE surveillance log must list
	
	
	
	

	
	· The name of the vessel, cruise dates, and cruise number.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· All reportable cases of AGE.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· All passengers and crew members who are dispensed antidiarrheal medication from the master of the vessel, medical staff, or other designated staff.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.2.1.3
	Log Details 
	02
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	[bookmark: 4.1.2.1.3_Log_Details_(02)]The AGE surveillance log entry for each passenger or crew member must contain the following information in separate columns:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Date of the first medical visit or report to staff of illness.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Time of the first medical visit or report to staff of illness.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Case identification number.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Person’s name.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Person’s age.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Person’s sex.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Designation as passenger or crew member.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Crew member position or job on the vessel, if applicable.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Cabin number.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Meal seating information.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· DATE OF ILLNESS ONSET.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· TIME OF ILLNESS ONSET.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Illness symptoms, including the presence or absence of the following selected signs and symptoms, with a separate column for each of the following:

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Number of episodes of diarrhea in a 24-hour period. 
· Number of episodes of vomiting in a 24-hour period.
· Bloody stools.
· Recorded temperature.
· Abdominal cramps.
· Headache.
· Muscle aches.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Entry (yes/no) for whether this is a reportable case. 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Entry (yes/no) for antidiarrheal medications sold or dispensed by designated medical staff. 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Presence of underlying medical conditions that may affect interpretation of AGE; for example, diabetic diarrhea, inflammatory bowel disease, gastrectomy, antibiotic-induced diarrhea, vomiting from chemotherapy, ear infections in children or others. 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The AGE surveillance log must contain the above information in this exact order and entered in the template in Annex 13.2.2. The log data must be exported in the exact order as in the example template in Annex 13.2.2 with analyzable formats such as Excel or Access. Any additional data fields must be entered only outside of the form margins when exported to VSP.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.2.1.4
	Medications Sold or Dispensed 
	02
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Antidiarrheal medications must not be sold or dispensed to passengers or crew except by designated medical staff.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.2.2
	Questionnaires 
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.2.2.1
	Food/Beverage Questionnaire 
	02
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Questionnaires detailing activities and meal locations for the72 hours before illness onset must be distributed to all passengers and crew members who are AGE CASES. The self-administered questionnaires must contain all of the data elements that appear in the questionnaire found in Annex 13.2.2. Completed questionnaires must be maintained with the AGE surveillance log.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	To assist passengers and crew members with filling out the self-administered questionnaires, the following information for the most current cruise may be maintained at the medical center: 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Menus, food, and drink selections available at each venue on the vessel, from room service, and on private island. 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Menus, food, and drink selections available for each vessel-sponsored excursion.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Organized activities on the vessel or private island. 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Cruise line sponsored pre-embarkation activities. 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	To assist memory recall for guests and crew completing the 72- hour self-administered questionnaire, an electronic listing of the above information on an interactive system available via an onboard video system can be substituted for the package in the medical center.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.2.3
	Retention
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.2.3.1
	Retention and Review 
	02
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The following records must be maintained on board for 12 months and available for review by VSP during inspections and outbreak investigations: 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Medical log/record.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· AGE surveillance log. 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· 72-hour self-administered questionnaires.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Interviews with cabin mates and immediate contacts of crew members with AGE (initial, 24-, and 48-hour). 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Documentation of the 3-day assessment of crew members with AGE symptoms before joining the vessel. 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Documentation of the date and time of last symptom and clearance to return to work for FOOD and nonfood EMPLOYEES.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Documentation of the date and time of verbal interviews with asymptomatic cabin mates and immediate contacts of symptomatic crew.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Electronic records of these document are acceptable as long as the data are complete and can be retrieved during inspections and outbreak investigations. 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.2.4
	Confidentiality 
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.2.4.1
	Privacy
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	[bookmark: 4.1.2.4_Confidentiality][bookmark: 4.1.2.4.1_Privacy]All personal medical information received by CDC personnel must be protected in accordance with applicable federal LAW, including 5 U.S.C. Section 552a. Privacy Act – Records maintained on individuals and the Freedom of Information Act 5 U.S.C. Section552. Administrative Procedure – Public information; agency rules, opinions, orders, records, and proceedings.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2
	Notification
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2.1
	Routine Report
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2.1.1
	Routine Report Timing
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2.1.1.1
	24-hour Report
	01 C
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The master, medical staff, or other designated staff of a vessel destined for a U.S. port from a foreign port must submit at least one standardized AGE report based on the number of reportable cases in the AGE log to VSP no less than 24 hours—but not more than 36 hours—before the vessel’s expected arrival at the U.S. port.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2.1.1.2
	4-hour Update Report
	01 C
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	If the number of cases changes after submission of the initial report, an updated report must be submitted no less than 4 hours before the vessel’s arrival at the U.S. port. The 4-hour update report must be a cumulative total count of the reported crew and passengers during the entire cruise, including the additional cases.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2.1.1.2 Clarification
	If there is an update to the AGE surveillance log after the 4-hour report is submitted, an additional 4-hour report must be submitted only if the vessel is still more than 4 hours from arrival in the U.S. port. 
If the vessel is less than 4 hours from arrival in the U.S. port, no additional 4-hour report is needed.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2.1.1.3
	Report Submission 
	02
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Submit routine 24-hour and 4-hour update reports electronically. In lieu of electronic notification, the reports may be submitted by telephone or fax. The vessel must maintain proof onboard that the report was successfully received by VSP.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2.1.2
	Report Contents
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2.1.2.1
	Contents
	01 C
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	[bookmark: 4.2.1.2_Report_Contents][bookmark: 4.2.1.2.1_Contents_(01)]The AGE report must contain the following:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Name of the vessel.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Port of embarkation.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Date of embarkation.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Port of disembarkation.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Date of disembarkation.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Total numbers of reportable cases of AGE among passengers, including those who have disembarked because of illness—even if the number is 0 (zero reporting).
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Total numbers of reportable cases of AGE among crew members, including those who have disembarked because of illness—even if the number is 0 (zero reporting).
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Total number of passengers and crew members on the cruise.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2.1.2.2
	Cruise Length
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	For cruises lasting longer than 15 days before entering a U.S. port, the AGE report may include only those reportable cases and total numbers of passengers and crew members for the 15 days before the expected arrival at a U.S. port.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2.2
	Special Report
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2.2.1
	Special Report Timing
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2.2.1.1
	2% and 3% Illness Report
	01 C
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The master or designated corporate representative of a vessel with an international itinerary destined for a U.S. port must submit a special report at any time during a cruise, including between two U.S. ports, when the cumulative percentage of reportable cases entered in the AGE surveillance log reaches 2% among passengers or 2% among crew and the vessel is within 15 days of expected arrival at a U.S. port.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	A telephone notification to VSP must accompany the special 2% report.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	A second special report must be submitted when the cumulative percentage of reportable cases entered in the AGE surveillance log reaches 3% among passengers or 3% among crew and the vessel is within 15 days of expected arrival at a U.S. port.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2.2.1.2
	Daily Updates
	01 C
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	[bookmark: 4.2.2.1.2_Daily_Updates_(01)]Daily updates of illness status must be submitted as requested by VSP after the initial submission of a special report. Daily updates may be submitted electronically, by telephone, fax, e-mail, or as requested by VSP.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2.2.1.3
	Routine Reporting Continues 
	01 C
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2.3
	Report Retention
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2.3.1
	Retention
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2.3.1.1
	Retention
	02
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	[bookmark: 4.2.3_Report_Retention][bookmark: 4.2.3.1_Retention]The 24-hour, 4-hour, and special reports must be maintained on the vessel for 12 months.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.2.3.1.2
	Review
	02
	
	x
	


	
	The reports must be available for review by VSP during inspections and outbreak investigations.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.3
	Clinical Specimens
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.3.1
	Clinical Specimen Submission
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	See Annex 13.4 for a list of recommended specimen collection supplies.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.3.1.1
	Specimen/Shipping Containers 
	02
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The medical staff will be responsible for maintaining a supply of at least 10 clinical specimen collection containers for both viral and bacterial agents (10 for each), as well as a shipping container that meets the latest shipping requirements of the International Air Transport Association (IATA) and U.S. Department of Transportation for Biological Substances, Category B designated shipments (or higher).
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The vessel must maintain the appropriate labels and markings required for shipping Biological Substances, Category B shipments. The vessel must maintain appropriate refrigerant materials to keep clinical specimens cool. For guidance, see Annex 13.4 of this manual. Specific information on vendors where supplies may be ordered is provided on the VSP Web site (http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/vsp).
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.3.2
	Clinical Specimen Submission Collection Procedures
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.3.2.1
	When to Collect
	02
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	[bookmark: 4.3.2.1_When_to_Collect_(02)]When a vessel reaches 2% REPORTABLE AGE in either passengers or crew members, the medical staff will begin collecting clinical specimens (stool or vomitus specimens) for bacterial and viral analysis. If the etiologic agent is suspected to be parasitic, the medical staff should consult with VSP epidemiology staff for clinical specimen collection requirements.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.3.2.2
	Proper Packing
	02
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	[bookmark: 4.3.2.2_Proper_Packing_(02)]All clinical specimens must be packed and shipped in accordance with the guidelines outlined in Annex 13.4 and the specific details provided on the VSP Web site (http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/vsp). The specimen packaging must include the proper documentation as required by the receiving laboratory.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.4
	Requirements for Isolating Symptomatic and Primary Contacts of Crew and Passengers with Gastroenteritis
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.4.1
	Crew, Staff, Officers, and other Employees
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.4.1.1
	Isolate Ill Crew
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.4.1.1.1
	Symptomatic and Meeting the Case Definition of Acute Gastroenteritis (AGE) 
	11 C
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	FOOD EMPLOYEES:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Isolate in cabin or designated restricted area until symptom- free for a minimum of 48 hours.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Follow-up with and receive approval by designated medical personnel before returning crew to work.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Document date and time of last symptom and clearance to return to work.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	NonFOOD EMPLOYEES:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· ISOLATION in cabin or designated restricted area until symptom-free for a minimum of 24 hours.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Follow-up with and receive approval by designated medical personnel before returning crew to work.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Document the date and time of last symptom and clearance to return to work.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.4.1.1.2
	Hygiene and Handwashing Facts
	02
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Advise symptomatic crew of hygiene and handwashing facts and provide written handwashing and hygiene fact sheets.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.4.1.2
	Cabin Mates/Contacts 
	02
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.4.1.2.1
	Asymptomatic Cabin Mates or Immediate Contacts of Symptomatic Crew
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	FOOD and nonFOOD EMPLOYEES:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Restrict exposure to symptomatic crew member(s).
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Undergo a verbal interview with medical or supervisory staff, who will confirm their condition, provide facts and a written fact sheet about hygiene and handwashing, and instruct them to report immediately to medical if they develop illness symptoms.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Complete a verbal interview daily with medical or supervisory staff until 48 hours after the ill crew members’ symptoms began. The first verbal interview must be conducted within 8 hours from the time the ill crew member initially reported to the medical staff. If the asymptomatic immediate contact or cabin mate is at work, he or she must be contacted by medical or supervisory staff as soon as possible. The date and time of verbal interviews must be documented.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.4.1.2.1
Clarification
	An immediate contact means sharing a cabin either full or part time or sharing its bathroom facilities. This includes boyfriends, girlfriends, spouses, or other significant others. 
If the symptomatic crew member has no cabin mate or other immediate contact, this must be documented.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.4.2
	Passengers
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.4.2.1
	Isolate Ill Passengers
	11 C
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Symptomatic and meeting the case definition for AGE:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Advise them to remain isolated in their cabins until well for a minimum of 24 hours after symptom resolution.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	· Follow-up by infirmary personnel is advised.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.4.2.2
	Hygiene and Handwashing Facts
	02
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Advise symptomatic passengers of hygiene and handwashing facts and provide written handwashing and hygiene fact sheets.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.5
	Acute Gastroenteritis Surveillance Knowledge
	
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.5.1
	Demonstration of Knowledge
	44
	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]x
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The supervisor or PERSON IN CHARGE of medical operations related to AGE on the vessel must demonstrate to VSP—on request during inspections—knowledge of medical operations related to AGE. The supervisor or PERSON IN CHARGE must demonstrate this knowledge by compliance with this section of these guidelines or by responding correctly to the inspector’s questions as they relate to the specific operation. In addition, the supervisor or PERSON IN CHARGE of medical operations related to AGE on the vessel must ensure that employees are properly trained to comply with this section of the guidelines in this manual as it relates to their assigned duties.
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Figure 6. Food-contact Surfaces
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Figure 6. Food-contact Surfaces




