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	2.0
	Authority
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	2.1
	Public Health Service Act 
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	2.1.1
	Communicable Disease Prevention 
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	2.1.1.1
	Communicable Disease Prevention 
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	[bookmark: _GoBack]Although cooperation by vessels with VSP is voluntary, the Public Health Service (PHS) is authorized by the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. Section 264. QUARANTINE and Inspection - Regulations to control communicable diseases) to take measures necessary to prevent the introduction, TRANSMISSION, or spread of communicable diseases into the United States from a foreign country. 
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	2.1.1.2
	Regulation Promulgation 
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	In addition, the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. Section 269. QUARANTINE and Inspection - Bills of Health authorizes the promulgation of regulations applicable to vessels for preventing the introduction into the United States of “any communicable disease by securing the best sanitary condition of such vessels, their cargoes, passengers, and crews.”) 
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	2.1.1.3 
	Inspections
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	Regulations promulgated to carry out these duties authorize PHS to conduct sanitary inspections on carriers traveling to a U.S. port from a foreign area (42 CFR Section 71.41. General Provisions, Foreign QUARANTINE - Requirements Upon Arrival at U.S. Ports: Sanitary Inspection). The purpose of the inspection is to determine the existence of vermin, contaminated food or water, or other insanitary conditions that may contribute to the introduction, spread, or TRANSMISSION of communicable disease. 
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	2.2
	Jurisdiction 
	
	
	X
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	VSP’s mission is to prevent AGE transmission to U.S. ports by ships sailing from foreign ports. Cruise lines should be aware that although ships sail outside of U.S. waters, there could be occasions when a ship violates the VSP Operations Manual while sailing outside of the United States and this violation has a potential to impact a U.S. port. During an operational inspection, VSP must review both present and past practices in order to evaluate the ship’s compliance with the requirements set out in the VSP Operations Manual.
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	The VSP Operations Manual requires several records to be maintained on board for periods of 30 days to 1 year, including 
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	• medical, 
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	• potable water, 
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	• recreational water, 
	
	
	X
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	• food safety, and 
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	• housekeeping. 
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	These records are reviewed during operational inspections. VSP has and will continue to cite violations identified in the record review, even if the ship was not sailing in U.S. waters when the violation occurred. If the record review reveals violations that could result in illness when the ship arrives in a U.S. port, points may be deducted according to the violations identified during the inspection. One example of these violations is ships producing water in ports, harbors, and polluted waterways.
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