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	1.0
	Introduction
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	1.1
	Introduction and Background 
	
	
	X
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	1.1.1
	Cooperative Activity 
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	1.1.1.1
	History 
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	The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) established the Vessel Sanitation Program (VSP) in 1975 as a cooperative activity with the cruise ship industry. This program assists the cruise ship industry in fulfilling its responsibility for developing and implementing comprehensive performance-based systems to protect the health of the traveling public. 
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	1.1.1.2
	Cooperation 
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	The program fosters cooperation between the cruise ship industry and government to define and reduce health risks associated with vessels and to ensure a healthful and clean environment for vessels’ passengers and crew. The industry’s aggressive and ongoing efforts to achieve and maintain high standards of food safety and environmental sanitation are critical to the success of protecting public health. 
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	1.2
	Activities 
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	1.2.1 
	Prevention
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	1.2.1.1
	Inspections 
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	VSP conducts a comprehensive food safety and environmental sanitation inspection on vessels that have a foreign itinerary, call on a U.S. port, and carry 13 or more passengers. 
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	1.2.1.2
	Surveillance
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	The program conducts ongoing surveillance of acute gastroenteritis (AGE) and coordinates/conducts outbreak investigations on vessels. 
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	1.2.2
	Information 
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	1.2.2.1
	Training 
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	VSP provides food safety and environmental sanitation training seminars for vessel and shore operations management personnel.
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	1.2.2.2
	Plan Review
	
	
	X
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The program provides consultative services for reviewing plans for renovations and new construction. 
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	1.2.2.3
	Construction Inspections
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	The program conducts construction inspections at the shipyards and when the vessel makes its initial call at a U.S. port. 
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	1.2.2.4
	Information 
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	The program disseminates information to the public. 
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	1.3
	Operations Manual 
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	1.3.1
	Revisions 
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	1.3.1.1
	Manual 
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	The VSP 2011 Operations Manual has been modified as a result of emerging public health issues, industry recommendations, introduction of new technologies within the industry, new guidance from sources used in the previous edition, and CDC’s experience. 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	1.3.1.2
	Program Guidance 
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	The program operations and inspections are based on this manual. 
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	1.3.1.3
	Periodic Review 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The VSP 2011 Operations Manual will be reviewed annually in the public meeting with written submissions for revision based on emerging public health issues and new technologies that may better address the public health issues on vessels.	
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	1.0
	Background and Purpose 
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	The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) established the Vessel Sanitation Program (VSP) in 1975 as a cooperative endeavor with the cruise vessel industry. VSP’s goal is to assist the industry to develop and implement comprehensive sanitation programs to protect the health of passengers and crew aboard cruise vessels. 

Every cruise vessel that has a foreign itinerary, carries 13 or more passengers, and calls on a U.S. port is subject to biannual operational inspections and, when necessary, reinspection by VSP. The vessel owner pays a fee, based on gross registered tonnage (GRT) of the vessel, for all operational inspections. The Vessel Sanitation Program 2011 Operations Manual, which is available on the VSP Web site (www.cdc.gov/nceh/vsp), covers details of these inspections. 

Additionally, cruise vessel owners or shipyards that build or renovate cruise vessels may voluntarily request plan reviews, onsite shipyard construction inspections, and/or final construction inspections of new or renovated vessels before their first or next operational inspection. The vessel owner or shipyard pays a fee, based on GRT of the vessel, for onsite and final construction inspections. VSP does not charge a fee for plan reviews or consultations. Section 3.0 covers details pertaining to plan reviews, consultations, or construction inspections. 

When a plan review or construction inspection is requested, VSP reviews current construction billing invoices of the shipyard or owner requesting the inspection. If this review identifies construction invoices unpaid for more than 90 days, no inspection will be scheduled. An inspection can be scheduled after the outstanding invoices are paid in full. 

These guidelines were published in 1997 and 2001 as the Recommended Shipbuilding Construction Guidelines for Cruise Vessels Destined to Call on U.S. Ports. In 2005, the guidelines were renamed as the Vessel Sanitation Program 2005 Construction Guidelines. 

The VSP 2011 Construction Guidelines provide a framework of consistent construction and design guidelines that protect passenger and crew health. CDC is committed to promoting high construction standards to protect the public’s health. Compliance with these guidelines will help to ensure a healthy environment on cruise vessels. 

CDC reviewed references from many sources to develop these guidelines. These references are indicated in section 38.2. 

The VSP 2011 Construction Guidelines cover components of the vessel’s facilities related to public health, including FOOD STORAGE, PREPARATION, and SERVICE, and water bunkering, storage, DISINFECTION, and distribution. Vessel owners and operators may select the design and equipment that best meets their needs. However, the design and equipment must also meet the sanitary design criteria of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) or equivalent organization as well as VSP’s routine operational inspection requirements.
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	2.0
	Revisions and Changes
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	VSP periodically reviews and revises these recommendations in coordination with industry representatives and other interested parties to stay abreast with industry innovations. A shipbuilder, owner, manufacturer, or other interested party may ask VSP to review a construction guideline on the basics of new technologies, concepts, or methods. 

Recommendations for changes or additions to these guidelines must be submitted in writing to the VSP Chief (see section 39.2.1 for contact information). The recommendation should 
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	• Identify the section to be revised. 
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	• Describe the proposed change or addition. 
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	• State the reason for recommending the change or addition. 
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	• Include research or test results and any other pertinent information that support the change or addition. 
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	VSP will coordinate a professional evaluation and consult with industry to determine whether to include the recommendation in the next revision.

VSP gives special consideration to shipyards and owners of vessels that have had plan reviews conducted before an effective date of a revision of these guidelines. This helps limit any burden placed on the shipyards and owners to make excessive changes to previously agreed-upon plans. 

VSP asks industry representatives and other knowledgeable parties to meet with VSP representatives periodically to review the guidelines and determine whether changes are necessary to keep up with the innovations in the industry.
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	4.0
	Equipment Standards, Testing, and Certification 
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	Although these guidelines establish certain standards for equipment and materials installed on cruise vessels, VSP does not test, certify, or otherwise endorse or approve any equipment or materials used by the cruise industry. Instead, VSP recognizes certification from independent testing laboratories such as NSF International, Underwriter’s Laboratories (UL), the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), and other recognized independent international testing institutions. 

In most cases, independent testing laboratories test equipment and materials to certain minimum standards that generally meet the recommended standards established by these guidelines. Equipment built to questionable standards will be reviewed by a committee consisting of VSP, cruise ship industry, and independent testing organization participants. The committee will determine whether the equipment meets the recommended standards established in these guidelines. Copies of test or certification standards are available from the independent testing laboratories. 

Equipment manufacturers and suppliers should not contact the VSP to request approval of their products.
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