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Title: Dual Perspectives of Community Safety: The Connections Between Perceived Safety and Public Health. 
Significance to Public Health: Homicide is among the top five causes of death nationally for individuals between one and 44 years. In Manatee County, the homicide death rate has risen over the past decade, ranking ninth highest among Florida counties, disproportionately affecting men, Black, and Hispanic individuals.
Background and Rationale for the Project: In January 2015, the Florida Department of Health in Manatee County began a Mobilizing for Action through Planning and Partnerships cycle. Mobilizing for Action through Planning and Partnerships is a six phased-process which produces a Community Health Assessment (CHA) and Community Health Improvement Plan using substantial input from the community. The Manatee CHA identified crimes and violence as a top priority. Healthy People 2020 recognizes violence prevention as a Leading Health Indicator.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Methods: A committee of seven community members met to develop a strategic plan that aims to reduce crime and violence. Committee members conducted 60 interviews with faith-based organizations, community leaders, and, neighborhood association meetings. Two key informant interviews were also conducted to gauge best practices.
Results: Primary themes of community interviews included: distrust of local law enforcement; language barriers; fear of active shooter situations, home, and auto burglaries; lack of street lights; perceived danger for children, and high traffic in neighborhoods. Key informant interview results focused on the importance of targeted messaging and community policing to improve law enforcement-community relationships, as well as the importance of the built environment and understanding perceptions of crime. After analyzing data, the core committee modified the strategic plan to reflect findings.
Implications for Practice: The perception of safety in a community stems from the built environment. A safe community necessitates continuous relationship building with community leaders, local law enforcement and other governmental bodies. Assessment of community members can inform more effective strategic plans.
