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Title: A Tribally-Based American Indian/Alaska Native Fetal Infant Mortality Review in Minnesota
Significance to Public Health: Infant mortality rates are an indicator of a community’s overall health as well as the quality of current systems and resources. In Minnesota, the American Indian/Alaska Native (AI/AN) infant mortality rate is nearly double that of the white population.  
Background/Rationale for the project: 
Fetal Infant Mortality Review (FIMR) is a quality improvement technique that has experienced a proliferation of use in the last decade. It is used at a local level to enhance existing service systems and address disparities, but little is known about implementing this technique in AI/AN communities. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Methods: A community-based group determined that a culturally-relevant interpretation of the existing national FIMR model would best serve Minnesota’s AI/AN population. The FIMR model consists of a Case Review Team that conducts maternal interviews, reviews records, and provides recommendations.  A Community Action Team would transform these recommendations into results for the community.
Results: Despite the current absence of a Tribal FIMR, the community group determined benefits and challenges to establishing a Tribally-based FIMR in Minnesota. Challenges include accurately addressing both the needs of Tribes and urban AI/ANs, and anticipated difficulty obtaining records. In terms of benefits, a Tribal FIMR addresses infant mortality while preserving Tribal sovereignty and addressing historical trauma of Native populations. A tribally-based FIMR is a feasible way to combine western practice with indigenous knowledge in order to reduce infant mortality by utilizing quantitative and qualitative methods to provide unique information about community services and develop culturally-sensitive responses. 
Implications for Public Health Practice: Although Minnesota’s overall infant mortality rate is among the best in the nation, the infant mortality disparities within the state indicate the need for concerted efforts. An AI/AN FIMR could be utilized to understand the community and system issues underlying these inequalities. 




