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Title: At The Ready: An Expedited Approach to Outbreak Response
Significance to Public Health: According to Florida Statutes, “outbreaks of any disease… found in the general community or any defined setting (e.g., hospital, school)” are reportable to the local health department.  
Background and Rationale for the Project: Epidemiology staff at the Florida Department of Health in Manatee County (DOH) have identified a lack of accessible information regarding the importance of outbreak reporting and first steps for infection control in settings such as schools and assisted living facilities (ALFs). The development of an Outbreak Information Packet (OIP) aims to ease and encourage the reporting process, as well as provide high-risk facilities with information on common types of outbreaks. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Methods: Three sections comprise OIP: 1) gastrointestinal, 2) influenza-like, and 3) rash-like illnesses. To develop OIP, epidemiology staff determined the most common types of outbreaks. Letters including the importance of outbreak reporting, HIPAA, and the role of DOH were added. Each section contains isolation, diagnostics, and cleaning recommendations. 
Results: The OIP has been utilized during three outbreak responses: a gastrointestinal illness in an ALF; and two influenza-like illnesses (ILIs) in a preschool and elementary school. For the gastrointestinal illness outbreak, epidemiology staff used OIP for guidance on infection control measures. The ILI outbreaks used two pieces of the OIP, including the Florida Statute about reporting and line lists. These materials helped ease the reporting process, and the response from the DOH. Having concise information about measures that can effectively control outbreaks made the DOH’s response faster, more thorough, and more impactful. 
Implications for Practice: The OIP has encouraged an expedited response to outbreaks as well as serving as a valuable resource for materials to distribute to facilities experiencing outbreaks. The implementation of the OIP helps to suppress the spread of outbreaks, and provides education to facilities where these can be commonplace. 



