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Title: Enhanced Surveillance Project for Chronic Hepatitis C in Young Adults
Significance to Public Health: Chronic hepatitis C (HCV) infections have increased in young adults with the rise of injection drug use (IDU) and prescription drug abuse. Collecting risk behavior information from recently diagnosed patients will improve HCV prevention efforts.
Background and Rationale for the Project: Over 3 million people in the U.S. have chronic HCV, which may lead to liver cirrhosis. Chronic HCV causes about 15,000 deaths each year and is the leading indication for liver transplantation. This project involves enhanced surveillance to explore risk behaviors of all Lee County young adults diagnosed with chronic HCV in the past two years.
Methods: Florida’s electronic disease surveillance system was queried for all chronic HCV cases of adults ages 18-30 in Lee County from 2014 to 2016. Only cases with a phone number listed were included (n=319). Interviews were conducted using the surveillance case report form for chronic HCV in young adults.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Results: Of 319 cases, 257 were contacted, 49 were reached, 36 interviewed, six refused, and seven were excluded for various reasons (Response Rate: 14%). Interviewees were primarily female (83%, n=30), Non-Hispanic White (92%, n=33), and attained at least a high school education (89%, n=32). Notable risk factors included body piercings (86%, n=31), tattoos (75%, n=27), IDU (67%, n=24), and prescription drug abuse (64%, n=23). Friends were more likely to perform tattoos (56%, n=15) than body piercings (16%, n=5). On average, interviewees began using injection drugs at age 20 (range: 14-29).
Implications for Practice: It is imperative that providers collect risk behavior information at point of testing. Young adults who engage in IDU, prescription drug abuse, and have tattoos performed by friends are at a higher risk for exposure to HCV. Providers should prioritize HCV screening, education, and prevention strategies by targeting this vulnerable population.
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