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The Prevention of Tuberculosis (TB) Exposure through Federal Travel Restrictions: A Case Study from Honolulu, HI

[bookmark: _GoBack]Significance to Public Health: Federal travel restrictions protect the public’s health by preventing commercial travel for individuals with serious communicable diseases. 
Background and Rationale: Since 2007, the CDC has partnered with the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to restrict travel of individuals who pose a public health threat if certain criteria are met. Federal travel restriction tools include a “Do Not Board” (DNB) list that stops issuance of boarding passes for flights into, out of, and within the U.S., and a “Lookout” record that prompts a public health assessment if an individual who poses a public health threat arrives at any U.S. port of entry. In this case study, a TB patient from Honolulu, HI, displayed poor adherence to treatment and expressed the intent to travel internationally against recommendations.
Methods: Per protocol, the Hawaii Department of Health (HIDOH) requested that the CDC Honolulu Quarantine Station (HNLQS) consider restricting travel for this individual; the person was known to be infectious with a serious communicable disease (TB), had been noncompliant, and was likely to travel against public health recommendations. A conference call among HIDOH, HNLQS, and the CDC’s Travel Restrictions and Interventions Activity was convened and participants agreed that criteria for travel restriction were met. Once appropriate internal approvals were obtained, the CDC made the request to DHS - DHS agreed and notified the Transportation Security Administration and Customs and Border Protection who implemented the restrictions. 
Results:  The individual was notified of the travel restriction, returned to treatment per public health recommendations, and was removed from the travel restriction lists once deemed noninfectious.   
Implications for Practice: Preventing travel for persons who meet criteria through use of federal travel restrictions tools prevents the potential spread of serious communicable diseases during commercial travel and may prevent the need for subsequent airplane contact investigations. 
