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Title: Drowning Prevention on the Potomac River: Determining a Target Population, Location, and Time for a Tailored Intervention.
Significance to Public Health: Drowning is the leading cause of visitor mortality in national parks representing over 35% of fatalities between fiscal years (FY) 2007-2013.
Background/Objectives: The George Washington Memorial Parkway (GWMP) has experienced 56 drownings in the Potomac River from 1972-2015. In 2015, United States Park Police (USPP) reported an additional 303 Preventive Search and Rescues, 95 citations, and 41 warnings administered to visitors participating in illegal water entry. The objective of this study was to identify a target population, location, and time for a tailored drowning prevention program.
Methods: Fatality data (2010-2015) were obtained from USPP; water-related incident data (2014-2015) were obtained from USPP and the Potomac Paddlers Volunteer Corps. A total of 245 records were analyzed for the following variables: participants’ age, sex, and race; incident location; and time (month, weekday, and time of day) with the highest incident count.  
Results: White males ages 15-24 (n=108; 61%) participated in more drowning-related risk behaviors than any other group. Difficult Run and Purple Horse Beach had the two highest incident counts with 26 and 21 incidents, respectively. May, June, and July (n=67; 62%) collectively represented the period with the highest incident count. Saturday and Sunday (n=40; 60%) and 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM (n=20; 50%) were the weekdays and time of day with the highest incident count involving white males ages 15-24. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusions and Implications for Public Health: Findings suggest that drowning prevention efforts at GWMP should target white males between the ages of 15 and 24. The best time to reach this population is on weekends in the months of May, June, and July between 12:00 PM and 4:00 PM. Lastly, researchers should consider Difficult Run and Purple Horse Beach as priority locations for future interventions.

