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Title: Implementation of Draw the Line/Respect the Line in Great Plains Tribal Communities
Significance to Public Health: Despite the progress made in teen pregnancy and STI prevention, there are still disparities in American Indian (AI) teen pregnancy and STI rates throughout the United States. 
Background and Rationale for the Project: Vital records in the Great Plains area reveal teen birth rates are three times higher in counties that fall within the districts of tribal nations compared to overall state rates. We are implementing and evaluating a culturally appropriate teen pregnancy and STI prevention program, particularly important due to the sensitivity surrounding the topic of sexual health for AI teens and families. 
Methods: The “Draw the Line/Respect the Line” curriculum was implemented in sixth, seventh, and eighth grade health classes through joint partnerships between Sanford Research, Great Plains Tribal Chairmen’s Health Board, and the schools in three tribal nations in South Dakota, Nebraska, and Iowa. The curriculum helps students develop personal sexual limits to make a long term impact on sexual health. A process and outcome evaluation of this curriculum has been conducted by Sanford Research for over three years to assess student knowledge on sexual health and healthy relationships. The evaluation results are disseminated to the community, schools, and tribal advisory board members. 
Results: Student knowledge increased on upholding sexual limits and respecting others’ limits. Comparison of pre- and post-test assessments demonstrated that student knowledge [seventh and eighth grade] of both STIs and contraception increased (p<.001), as did their understanding [eighth grade only] of “Draw the Line/Respect the Line” (p<.05).  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Implications for Practice: Evaluation data and results are important to demonstrate program effectiveness for a community’s culturally specific needs. Improvements in program facilitation can be made to increase community acceptance of Draw the Line/Respect the Line and strengthen ties with schools and youth organizations to allow for continued programming in the future. 






