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Significance to Public Health: A recent Lancet report described climate change as the single greatest public health threat of the 21st century. Local health departments will have an important role in protecting its constituents from climate-related health impacts.
Background/Objectives: Reports from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration indicate that Salt Lake County’s climate is changing. This could cause a wide variety of health concerns due to heat waves, water shortages, pathogens, and poor air quality. This survey assessed Salt Lake County Health Department (SLCoHD) staff’s perceptions of climate-related health risks and the preparedness of health department programs to respond.
Methods: A survey comprised of ten Likert-type questions focused on climate-related health risks, preparedness, and knowledge was emailed to all SLCoHD staff. The survey asked respondents to describe how services their bureau provides may be impacted, and to identify current bureau activities that help contribute to climate adaptation. 
Results: One hundred eighty-one (45%) of SLCoHD staff responded to the survey. The majority (84.57%) believes climate change has already impacted the region, and in the next ten years the county will experience a serious public health issue due to climate change (70.0%). Most respondents (58.99%) considered SLCoHD to be somewhat prepared for the health impacts of climate change, but few respondents (2.25%) considered SLCoHD to be fully prepared. The majority (91.62%) of respondents believe their bureau’s services will be impacted, but focused solely on mitigation efforts when asked about response activities. Most respondents felt uninformed about climate adaptation planning in other health departments (93.11%) and at SLCoHD (89.02%). 
Conclusions and Implications for Public Health: This survey demonstrates that SLCoHD considers climate change to be an important threat to public health, and highlights gaps in staff understanding of the issue. This will be helpful in guiding the development of a climate adaptation plan. 
