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Title: Continued School-Based Screening for Chlamydia and Gonorrhea: Reducing the Burden of STDs in High-School Youth
Significance to Public Health: Throughout the U.S., the rate of STDs remains highest in youth populations. The D.C. Department of Health School-Based Screening Program (DCSBSP) is a unique STD intervention program aimed at reducing the burden of STDs in highly-impacted populations.
Background and Rationale for the Project: Piloted in 2007, DCSBSP has continued its expansion to D.C.’s public and charter schools. Youth in D.C. ages 15-24 have rates of chlamydia and gonorrhea that are over twice the national average. Decreasing the prevalence of infection in students through yearly school-based testing and treatment is the aim of DCSBSP. 
Methods: The authors reviewed screening data from 2007 through 2015, observing trends in student participation, STD screening rates, and testing outcomes. At each participating school, testing data were collected and compiled. Program successes and challenges were reviewed annually to ensure optimized outcomes and use of resources.
Results:  In the 2007/2008 school year, the infection rate was found to be 90 x 1000 population for chlamydia and gonorrhea. The 2008/2009 data showed a reduced 80 x 1000 infection rate. The rate continued to decrease in 2009/2010 with a 60 x 1000 infection rate. In the 2013/2014 school year, there was a drop in infection rate to 40 x 1000. From 2014 through the current school year of 2015/2016, the infection rate has remained at 40 x 1000.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Implications for Practice: Preliminary review of School-Based Screening Programs has proven them effective in identifying infection and lowering the prevalence of chlamydia and gonorrhea in high-school students. Adoption of STD screening and treatment programs in school settings is likely to be an important element in the national strategy to control bacterial STDs. 
