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Title:  Age 14 with a Desire to Conceive: An Assessment of Teen Pregnancy in Kern County, California
Significance: California teen pregnancy rates have decreased due to improvement in prevention efforts. However, the teen pregnancy rate in Kern County (KC) (44.9/1,000) is almost twice as high as both the state (23.6/1,000) and the nation (26.5/1,000).  
Background: In KC, adolescent females have increasingly expressed interest in becoming pregnant; the health department is committed to addressing their intentions.  Prior to implementing a prevention program, a needs assessment was conducted to learn about teen pregnancy prevention efforts and resources, and avoid the duplication of services. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Methods: The assessment included an extensive literature review identifying best practices and key socio-ecological components contributing to teen pregnancy. Key informant interviews were held with community members representing organizations associated with or impacted by teen pregnancy.  In addition, media content, including print and broadcast, were reviewed. Lastly, GIS mapping was utilized to analyze rates by school district- school-based education has been the primary source of sex education for adolescents in KC.   
Results: Findings suggest social norms contribute to the acceptance of teen pregnancy in KC. It is important to proceed with caution when providing prevention education in the classroom setting and to consider the role gender plays in education materials presented/distributed.   The GIS maps observe highest teen birth rates in west KC school districts, which operate independently. Literature notes the fear of inability to conceive and ambivalence as two components related to teen pregnancy and pregnancy intention. Community members emphasized a desire for the health department to take a lead in addressing teen pregnancy.
Implications: Prior to implementing a new program, it is important to observe all available information on the topic and consider current and previous efforts of community agencies and organizations. When there is limited information available, speaking with local stakeholders is one effective strategy to acquire insight unique to the target community.  
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