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Title: HIV and STI Prevention in Richland County, South Carolina: Strengthening Public Health through Partnerships
Significance to Public Health: The 2014 HIV/AIDS incidence rate was 17.4 in South Carolina and 34.1 per 100,000 population in Richland County. Furthermore, 249 cases of infectious syphilis were diagnosed in South Carolina in 2014, which represents a 58% increase in the span of four years. The highest number of cases (77) were found in Richland County.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Background and Rationale for the Project: Richland County Syphilis and HIV Awareness, Prevention, and Elimination (S.H.A.P.E.) is a collaborative initiative among state and county health departments and community-based organizations. The mission of S.H.A.P.E. is to improve sexual health outcomes by promoting quality care and prevention services. 
Methods: Implementation of S.H.A.P.E.  utilized a mixed-methods approach, including: building partnerships, establishing goals and priorities, conducting a community health assessment, improving quality of clinical services, and monitoring epidemiological data.  Three different, yet complimentary, workgroups comprise S.H.A.P.E.: communication/outreach, clinical, and surveillance.
Results: Partnerships with S.H.A.P.E. have more than doubled in the past six months. Preliminary priorities include, but are not limited to: conducting outreach on college campuses, engaging the faith community, and promoting provider education. The communication/outreach workgroup has conducted a qualitative community health assessment with 57 participants. Among other themes, they found men who have sex with men tended to be more knowledgeable about HIV than about syphilis. The clinical workgroup has implemented clinic modifications and staff training at the county health department. The surveillance workgroup has provided epidemiological data to guide and support S.H.A.P.E. activities. For example, they have developed maps to help target outreach activities to areas of greatest need. 
Implications for Practice: Partnerships among key stakeholders are invaluable in public health. Richland County S.H.A.P.E. serves as a model of how programs can be implemented and resources can be leveraged among partners to achieve optimal outcomes, especially in areas of high disease burden. 

