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Title: “Ah, Rats! There’s a Rodent in my Bag:” A Descriptive Analysis of Seized Bushmeat Importations at George Bush Intercontinental Airport—Houston, 2005-2015 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Significance to Public Health: An estimated 60% of emerging infectious diseases in humans originate in animals. Bushmeat, defined as the meat of terrestrial wild animals (including primates, bats, or unidentifiable species), constitutes a public health risk because animals traditionally consumed as bushmeat can transmit zoonotic pathogens.
Background/Objectives: Despite CDC regulations prohibiting its importation into the United States (US), bushmeat continues to be confiscated in high volumes at Houston’s George Bush Intercontinental Airport (IAH) – a US port of entry (POE) for 4.8 million annual international travelers. This study aims to characterize bushmeat importations and their importers, as well as identify seasonality of seizures at IAH.
Methods: Bushmeat seizures documented in CDC’s Quarantine Activity Reporting System (QARS) were analyzed over an 11-year period. Of the 150 QARS reports documenting bushmeat seizures at aviation and maritime POEs within the Houston Quarantine Station’s jurisdiction, 121 seizure records occurring at IAH from commercial air conveyances were used in analysis. Variables of interest included date of seizure, amount of bushmeat imported, item’s country of origin, and animal species.
Results: Of the 121 bushmeat seizures at IAH from 2005 to 2015, the majority of imports originated from West African nations (93.4%), specifically Nigeria (76.0%). It included meat from a large African rodent species (72.7%, n=102), and averaged 5.7 pounds (range, 1.0 to 20.0). Between 2012 and 2013, 59.5% of seizures in the study occurred when bushmeat confiscations peaked annually in autumn, specifically from August to November.
Conclusions and Implications for Public Health: Findings reveal a seasonality to bushmeat importations into IAH. Bushmeat identification efforts, spearheaded by CDC at US POEs, could account for heightened confiscations in 2012 and 2013. Enhanced data collection during seizures, including traveler’s passport country and final destination, could capture the importer demographics needed to craft targeted bushmeat regulation messaging.

