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[bookmark: _GoBack]Significance to Public Health: More than one-third of Americans are obese, and minorities are disproportionately impacted. This disparity is caused, in part, by economic disadvantage. Low-income neighborhoods are often located in USDA-designated food deserts, and food desert residents suffer disproportionately from diseases like obesity and diabetes.
Background and Rationale for the Project: Prior to this assessment, the Florida Department of Health in Manatee County opened a farm-stand; Despite following CDC best practices, it failed. Evaluation results indicated staff engaged residents in planning, but didn’t engage the right residents - those living in food deserts. For example, church leaders were engaged, rather than parishioners. Furthermore, food systems are regional. In recognition of lessons learned, health departments in Manatee and Sarasota counties partnered to collect food desert residents’ opinions on assets, barriers, and preferred solutions for increasing their access to and consumption of fruits and vegetables. 
Methods: Thirteen focus groups, 25 key informant interviews, 291 randomized door-to-door surveys, and six personal narratives were completed to evaluate regional community needs. Surveys were conducted utilizing the CDC’s Community Assessment for Public Health Emergency Response (CASPER) methodology. 
Results: Primary focus group themes included education, growing food, and farmers’ market options. Surveys aimed to confirm themes and gather planning data. Eighty-four percent of respondents expressed interest in growing food at home, and 32% expressed interest in a community garden.  Following assessment, a cross-county council was convened. To date, assessment findings led to the development of four community gardens, home garden programming, and a mobile farmers’ market. Additionally, classes were moved from agency locations to convenient community locations, like churches. 
Implications: This presentation demonstrates that a resident-focused cross-county approach to food access planning maximizes: (i) community engagement, (ii) budget and staff, (iii) stakeholder resources, and (iv) food access and consumption interventions.

