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Title: An Analytic Assessment of the Effectiveness of HPV- related Health Education Materials at Los Angeles County Department of Public Health.
Significance to Public Health: Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine is recommended for 11-12 year old adolescents to protect against infection and HPV-associated cancers (i.e., cervical, anal, and oropharyngeal cancers).   Human Papillomavirus vaccine uptake as a primary method of prevention can be purposefully addressed through fundamental use of health education materials.
Background and Rationale for the Project: The Los Angeles County Immunization Program (LACIP) upholds the mission of improving immunization coverage levels and preventing vaccine-preventable disease in a diverse county of approximately ten million people. The LACIP HPV Initiative involved an analysis of all HPV-related health education materials frequently disseminated to providers and external stakeholders.  An internal assessment of these health education materials’ capacity to clearly convey the importance of HPV vaccine uptake to diverse populations within Los Angeles County was imperative to the fulfillment of LACIP’s mission. 
Methods:  Analysis began with the organization and compilation of all relevant materials. Materials were then assessed using the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality’s Patient Education Materials Assessment Tool (PEMAT). The reading ease and grade level of each material was determined. Finally, a report of all findings, including a brief summary and recommendations for improvement, was developed.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Results: At the time of assessment, less than half (n=5) of the materials were HPV-specific, and only 58% (n=7) were available in English and Spanish. Measured level of reader comprehension was 79.7% (n=12) and the average reading grade level was determined to be at about fourth grade. The materials lacked a strong use of active voice averaging 54.7%, and the reading ease was ranked at about 80%.
Implications for Practice: Materials should use active voice to encourage vaccination. Explicit instruction should be utilized when promoting vaccine series completion. Increased availability of materials in multiple languages spoken in Los Angeles would be beneficial.












