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Significance to Public Health: High rates of nonmedical exemptions to school vaccination requirements may indicate an increased vulnerability to outbreaks of vaccine-preventable disease. 
Background/Objectives: During the 2014-2015 school year, the enactment of a stricter state vaccine law requiring vaccine education to obtain a nonmedical exemption, as well as a high-profile measles outbreak in California, heightened public attention toward immunization in Oregon. In 2015, the proportion of Multnomah County kindergarteners with exemptions dropped from 9.6% to 8.2% - the first decline seen in over ten years. This study reviews annual Oregon Immunization Program (OIP) data to examine this change in exemption trends. 
Methods:  A review was conducted of Multnomah County kindergarten immunization data from 2012-2015, including County-wide totals of kindergarteners with nonmedical exemptions by vaccine. Trends were characterized and yearly percent change was calculated. Vaccine-specific exemptions were examined among: 1) the total population, and 2) kindergarteners with one or more nonmedical exemption. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Results: From 2014 to 2015, the proportion of kindergarteners with exemptions decreased for each vaccine, with the greatest reduction seen for measles vaccine exemptions (7.1% in 2014 to 4.9% in 2015). Exemptions to the measles vaccine were most common in 2012 and least common in 2015. Of kindergarteners with one or more exemptions, only 60% (n=438) were exempt for measles in 2015, compared to 74% (n=663) in 2014 and 81% in 2012. This 14-point decline from 2014 to 2015 was over double that of any other vaccine. 
Conclusions and Implications for Public Health: Although causation cannot be determined, fewer Multnomah County parents are obtaining nonmedical exemptions for their children. This overall decrease may relate to the comprehensive regulations imposed by the new exemption law. The recent high-profile measles outbreak may also be a contributing factor in the distinctive reversal in nonmedical exemptions to the measles vaccine. 

