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Significance to Public Health: One of the CDC’s goals for HIV prevention is the elimination of mother-to-child transmission. Without intervention, the chances of an HIV-positive mother delivering an infant infected with HIV are 25%; with intervention this percentage drops below one. However, there are missed opportunities for prevention that have delayed the attainment of this goal.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Background and Rationale for the Project: In South Carolina, the number of perinatally acquired cases of HIV has decreased over time, but there are still opportunities to improve services and outcomes. To address the needs of mothers living with HIV and their children, the Fetal Infant Mortality Review/HIV (FIMR/HIV) methodology was implemented in South Carolina to address missed opportunities for prevention and to strengthen health services.
Methods: The FIMR/HIV methodology is a multi-disciplinary approach consisting of four steps: case selection, data gathering, case review, and community action. Cases are selected based on risk factors for HIV transmission. Maternal interviews and medical record abstraction are used to create summaries for review. The case review team develops recommendations that the community action team uses to implement health system changes.
Results: The FIMR/HIV program has held two meetings and reviewed five cases of perinatal HIV exposure. These cases showed a need for peer support and mental health services, health education, and case management. The resulting recommendations included integrated and intensive case management, nutrition education for mothers, creation of a peer advocacy/social support system, evaluation of health department HIV reporting, and provider education. The next steps are to convene the community action team to develop a plan of action to address these recommendations.
Implications for Practice: The case review and community action process are ways to target prevention efforts to community needs, especially for underserved populations, such as women living with HIV and their children.
