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Public Health Significance
While tuberculosis affects up to 14 million people nationwide, and health literacy barriers continue to increase, tuberculosis literacy interventions provide sustainable solutions for prevention, treatment, and response.
Background/Rationale for project
In December 2015, the Florida Department of Health in Hillsborough County initiated short-course therapy for 11 Mexican-born migrant farmworkers infected with Mycobacterium tuberculosis. The treatment plan included a chest x-ray, liver function tests, and education at treatment initiation. The main goals of this project were to assess the effectiveness of the education provided, and use the findings to improve tuberculosis education for Mexican-born, migrant clients.
Methods
This project was an outcome evaluation. All 11 patients were asked to complete an 11-question, multiple-choice survey written in Spanish at the fifth grade level. The survey included questions regarding (1) tuberculosis infection versus disease, symptoms, and transmission, (2) prevention methods and medication interaction avoidance, and (3) the highest level of education obtained to assess their level of health literacy.

Results
All 11 patients responded correctly to one key question: “What is Tuberculosis?” Ten out of eleven patients responded to having completed at least an elementary school education; six of those ten completed middle school. Nine out of eleven patients responded correctly to questions regarding tuberculosis disease symptomatology, and five out of eleven patients responded correctly to questions regarding tuberculosis prevention methods and medication interaction avoidance by abstaining from milk, alcohol, or acetaminophen use. 
Implications for practice
[bookmark: _GoBack]Results suggest that education provided at baseline was effective in informing the migrant farmworkers on tuberculosis symptomatology and transmission, but was much less effective in informing the patients on prevention methods and medication interaction avoidance. These datum may be used to enhance tuberculosis education of foreign-born, Spanish-speaking patients throughout central Florida.











