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Title: The Case for a Local Tobacco Retail License through Store Assessments

Significance: While the sale of tobacco to minors is prohibited nationwide, existing regulations are often insufficient to prevent many youth from accessing and becoming addicted to tobacco products. A mandatory tobacco retail license (TRL) to sell tobacco products, such as those required to sell alcohol, is an effective way to protect youth from the harmful effects of life-long tobacco use.
Background: Colorado is one of 12 states without a TRL. A TRL strengthens retailer compliance with applicable laws and can be used to enforce additional policies that reduce youth exposure to tobacco. Retail assessments are the first step in building the case for a TRL by documenting point-of-sale strategies used by the tobacco industry.
Methods: This project assessed retail environments in Loveland, Colorado using the Counter Tobacco store audit tool. The tool consists of 34 questions about tobacco products that assess: types of products sold, number of price promotions, and product placement and marketing.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Results: Of the 60 tobacco retailers in Loveland, 88% permitted us to conduct assessments and 53% were located within half a mile from either a school or park. Forty percent (n=21) of retailers had cigarette advertisement on the outside of their store, while only one had tobacco-related health warning signage. More than half (n=31) of retailers had price promotions on cigarettes, and more than a third (n=20) had multi-pack discounts on chew tobacco. We also found the average lowest price of a single cigarillo was $1.12.
Implications: This assessment may provide the necessary data to educate youth, parents and policymakers on the importance of a TRL. The findings may also inform which additional policies TRL should include to reduce youth exposure to tobacco. A strong, effective tobacco control policy must be in place to protect youth and reduce the burden of tobacco related chronic disease.
